
The Bishop’s Stortford and District Chess Club 

A Review of the first 70 years  1946 – 2016 

This History is a result of the Bishop’s Stortford Chess Club ( BSCC ) having kept 

copious Annual General Meeting ( AGM ) minutes from its inauguration in 

1946. 

Due to minutes not being completed every year and due to space limitations 

the following history is by necessity condensed but it is focussed on main 

events and is a unique insight into the clubs organisation and success in chess 

competitions through the good and hard times of its existence. 

So with thanks to the hard working past and present club committees ( in 

particular each secretary who made this history possible ) and the members 

over the years that have so ably supported the club in all its endeavours I now 

commence our clubs history. 

Note: The old AGM minutes were hand written and in some cases ( names in 

particular ) are difficult to decipher so please accept my best attempts to make 

sense of sometimes scribbled notes! 

Also for each year,to spice things up, there will be important world chess news. 

1946 

Alekhine dies, Botvinnik wins the first international tournament ( Groningen ) 

since the 1930’s. 

The BSCC is formed – details of the date, venue or members are not known but 

the first recorded AGM minutes of 1948 will give us a clue. 

1948 

Botvinnik convincingly wins the World Championship played in the Hague 

and Moscow. 

BSCC AGM venue Trinity Church Hall Annex, Friday 6 August 1948. 

In Attendance: B E Curtis ( Chair ), J Fatkin, E J Leyns Snr, Leyns Jnr, S H du Few, 

Greygoose. H BLewis, V A W Viles. 

Election of Officers for season 1948-49. J Fatkin ( Chair ), H B Lewis ( Vice-Chair 

), V A W Viles (Treasurer), E J Leyns (Secretary), H B Lewis ( Match Capt ). 

Other decisions: Elected to the committee are D Lipman and S H Du Few. 



The season should be in three periods, start dates  6 Aug- 1 Nov-1 Feb and 

membership fee will be 5/- ( Five Shillings ) per term for over 18’s. 

The club night will be changed from Wednesday to Friday. 

A tournament will be held to be completed by end of year with games played 

with clocks at 24 moves per hour. 

Offers of Presidency to go to Mr Dearline and vice-Presidency Mr D M Polly. 

Agreed that an advertisement be inserted in a prominent place in the local 

press giving details of the activities of the club and asking for new members. 

1949 

David Bronstein emerges as a new star. 

BSCC General Meeting 27 May 1949, venue club room. 

Agreed to meet during the summer months. 

Tournament to be held at 20 moves / hour. 

Finances – the club has a balance of £6-00. 

1949  

BSCC AGM venue club room Trinity Church Hall Annex 14 September 1949. 

By a general vote by 7 to 5 the club night is changed from Friday to 

Wednesday. 

Present were B Curtis, D Lipman, E J Leyns, E Leyns (Jnr), J Fatkin, B E Curtis,  V 

Viles, H Lewis, Mjr Oliver, S Lipman, J Thomas. 

Officers elected were 

Chairman  J Fatkin; Vice-Chairman Mjr F Oliver; Match Capt. H C Lewis; 

Treasurer V A W Viles; Auditer J Thomas. 

Agreed to raise annual subscription to 10/6 ( Ten shillings and sixpence ). 

Notice board should be hung up in the club room. 

Enter Major and Minor teams into the Hertfordshire County League. 

Two club tournaments to be organised on the Swiss ( American System ) at 24 

moves per hour. 



The Secretary should try and arrange ‘friendly’ matches with Loughton, 

Wansted and Peterhouse College, Cambridge. 

1950 

Chess and Politics mix – Bronstein edges out Boleslavsky in Candidates play-

off.The first post-war Olympiad takes place in Dubrovnik, but is blighted by a 

boycott by the USSR and the rest of the Eastern Bloc in view of a rift between 

Stalin and Tito. FIDE introduces Grandmaster and International Master titles. 

BSCC ( 5th ) AGM venue Trinity Church Hall Annex, 13 September 1950. 

Present are J Fatkin (Chairman), Mjr F Oliver, V Viles, E Leyns, E Leyns (Jnr), G 

Putnam, B Curtis, P Wright, A Horton, R Hubbard, R Bishop, D Broyden, Rev 

Horsey, D Llewellyn, W Snow and F Jacklin. 

The present Officers were re-elected on bloc except Capt HC Lewis and J 

Thomas both of whom have left the district. 

In their place are now E J Leyns ( Match Capt) and G Putnam ( Hon Auditer ). 

Agreed on a show of hands that Wednesday continues as club night. 

Treasurer report shows a balance of £15-0-8 and due to this satisfactory state 

of affairs the club subscription will remain at 10/6 per annum ( under 18 subs 

will be 1/- ) and with those wishing to do so adding some donation. 

The Secretary then stated that attendance on club nights was satisfactory but 

the tournaments were a failure as too many games were unplayed. 

To rectify this ‘slackness’ in club tournaments a Tournament Committee was 

formed with E Leyns (Tournament Secretary), Mjr F Oliver, R Hubbard and P 

Wright. 

The new main club tournament will now be a Swiss system, with an entrance 

fee of 1/- ( to go to the winner plus a suitable trophy or prize ) 

It was proposed that £1-4-0 be granted for publicity purposes to encourage 

more people to join the club. 

The Secretary stated he would attend to this matter in due course. 

 

1951 



A rusty Botvinnik survives Bronstein’s Title Challenge 

First World Junior Championship is held in Coventry and Birmingham. 

For the under the age of 20 years international representatives, to be held 

every two years. Winner of this inaugural event is Borislav Ivkov. 

BSCC (General Meeting) Trinity Hall Club Room, 1 August 1951. 

A Committee meeting was held to hear the Secretary report of the meeting 

with the Hertfordshire Chess Association ( held 21 July ).  

(Editors Note; Unfortunately no further details recorded) 

The question of raising the club subscription was discussed due to ‘ heavy 

county commitments’  and it was agreed to put a proposal of a one guinea 

subscription ( £1-1-0) at the next AGM. 

It was decided to send a two guinea donation to aid the Hertfordshire Chess 

Congress. 

Also discussed was the question of winter time meetings and this would be 

raised at the next AGM. 

1951 

BSCC ( 6th ) AGM venue Trinity Church Hall, 5 September 1951 

Present are F Fatkin ( Chairman), Mjr F Oliver, E Leyns, E Leyns Jnr, V Viles, P 

Wright, D Snow, B Curtis, J Broydon, C Hopkins ( of Sheering). 

AS Mr F Fatkin was not seeking re-election it was passed that Mr B Curtis be 

elected Chairman. 

The rest of the Committee were re-elected en bloc except Mr Putnam who had 

left the district. 

Mr P Wright was elected Hon. Auditor. 

Mr H C Lewis was elected as an honary member of the club. 

It was agreed to raise club subscription to £1-1-0 with the Junior or those at 

University subs staying at 1/-. 

Mr P Wright was elected Tournament Secretary. 

It was agreed to change the main club tournament to a ‘ladder’ system. 



1952 

Excellent performances by Botvinnik, Keres and Kotov. 

The Helsinki Olympiad is won by the USSR, playing in the Olympiad for the 

first time( but without Botvinnik the 20th USSR Championship winner ). Top 

overall scorer on board 1 is Miguel Najdorf. 

BSCC Committee Meeting venue Mr Viles House, 2 September 1952 

Present E J Leyns, V Viles, J Fatkin and B Curtis. 

Agreed to hold the AGM on 24th September. 

To advertise the AGM in local press under forthcoming events. 

Also decided to leave the match programme and club tournament details until 

the AGM. 

Subscriptions to be proposed at the AGM would be 10/6 for the winter 

sessions and still £1-1-0 for the whole year. 

1952 

BSCC (7th) AGM venue Trinity Church Hall Club Room, 24th Sept 1952, 8pm. 

Present are Mr B Curtis ( Chairman ), E Leyns, R Hubbard, D Snow, J Fatkin, P 

Wright, Eric Leyns ( Jnr ), V Jacklin and F Barkin. 

Correspondence from the B.C.F. was read out and the secretary was asked to 

obtain more details of how the club could enter a team in the National Club 

Championship. 

The present committee members were re-elected and Mr D Snow elected to 

the committee. 

Mr R Hubbard was elected as Vice-Chairman. 

Mr H Lewis was re-elected a member of the club. 

The Secretary was asked to write to the following clubs for friendly matches. 

Cambridge Deaf and Dumb Club. 

Braintree Chess Club 

Marconi Club, Chelmsford. 

Harlow Chess Club, Harlow New Town. 



Eric Leyns was congratulated on winning the Club Championship and handicap 

Tournament. 

Club tournaments were now discussed and agreed that they would be 1. A 

knockout tournament( entry fee 1/- ) and 2. A Handicap Tournament ( entry 

fee 1/6 ) 

It was agreed all tournaments must be played with a clock. 

The handicap points were agreed as follows 

3 points for F Barkin, V Viles, B Curtis. 

2 points for P Wright, D Snow, V Jacklin. 

1 point for J Fatkin, R Hubbard. 

It was agreed that the club should purchase 2 more boards and another clock. 

1952 

BSCC Committee Meeting venue Mr Viles House, 21 October 1952. 

Present B Curtis (Chairman), V Viles, E Leyns, D Snow and P Wright. 

To encourage Chess in the locality it was decided to hold a Junior Knockout 

Tournament with 1st prize of two guineas and 2nd prize one guinea. 

Age on entry to be not over 15yrs by 31 December 1952. 

The secretary was asked to contact local schools to ascertain interest and 

stress that chess would be taught by our members on Wednesdays from 7pm 

to 9pm. 

It was also decided to change the club night from Wednesday to Friday and Mr 

Viles was asked to agree with Miss Glascourt the additional room rent. 

Fairchild Trophy winner is J Oliver. 

1953 

Smyslov triumphs at the Zurich Candidates.  

BSCC Committee Meeting venue Mr V Viles House 20th Janury 1953. 

Present are B Curtis (Chairman), V Viles, E Leyns, D Snow and P Wright. 

The Junior Knockout Tournament was the main item of discussion. 



Teams interested were from Sawbridgeworth Sec Modern, Harlow College, 

Waterside Prep School, Stansted Sec Modern and Bishop’s Stortford Sec 

Modern. 

Using the club room on Fridays for these matches was discussed. 

The Secretary thought if all went well the result should be known by middle of 

April. 

Next discussed was the response from Chess clubs about our request for 

‘friendly’ matches. 

Cambridge Deaf and Dumb Club – no reply. 

Marconi Club – no reply. 

The Welfare Centre at Harlow replied there was no Chess Club in Harlow. 

( See reference to Harlow in the next AGM minutes ) 

(Editors Note: A Harlow Chess Association with separate Leagues for schools 

and industry chess clubs was successfully set up in 1974. 

In addition a Harlow team played in the Essex League. 

Main organisers were Mr Derek Keeble, Mr David Hobden, Mr Keith Guinness, 

Mr Martin Alvinand Mr Richard Joyce ). 

The draw was then made for the school Tournament and meeting closed. 

1953 

BSCC ( 7th ) AGM venue Trinity Church Hall, 24th September 1953. 

Present ( not recorded) 

Mr R Hubbard was elected Chairman. 

Mr V Jacklin was elected Vice-Chairman. 

The club tournaments were not well attended so unsuccessful so the prize 

money would be held over towards next years tournaments. 

Agreed that only one club tournament to be held next season. 

The Secretary said he would provide a cup for the club champion to be 

competed annually. 



It was agreed to enter a team in the Hertfordshire Puller Cup & Montagu 

Board. 

The secretary was requested to contact the following chess clubs, 

Dovercourt C.C. at the Gables Restaurant, Old Harlow. 

Newly formed Harlow C.C. and also Wansted & Woodford C.C. 

The member handicapping for 1953/4 is as follows, 

3 points to E Forth, J Buckle, V Jacklin, H Gray. 

2 points to P Wright and R Crosby. 

1 point to V Viles, A Viles and P Beale. 

0 points to R Hubbard, E Leyns and J Fatkin. 

1954 

Botvinnik hangs on in another drawn World Championship Match. 

The Amsterdam Olympiad is dominated by the USSR. 

BSCC ( 8th ) AGM venue Trinity Church Hall, 29th Sept 1954, 8pm. 

Present ( not recorded) 

The previous minutes were read and approved. 

It was decided to re-elect the existing officers ‘en bloc’. 

The Hon Treasurer, V Viles stated in his financial statement the club started 

last season with £15-14-9 and has currently £19-15-3. 

Competitions to enter were agreed as the Puller Cup & Montagu Jones Board 

of the County, friendly matches with Loughton C.C. and Wanstead C.C. and 

Harlow (New Town) C.C. if they could be arranged. 

Presentation of the Cup for the winner of the Club Handicap Tournament for 

the first time, was awarded to Mjr F Oliver with a score of 11.5 / 13. 

Second and third prizes went to H Gray and R Crosby. 

1954 

BSCC Extra Ordinary General Meeting, venue Reindeer Hotel, Potter Street, 

Bishop’s Stortford. Date 1st June 1954. 



To discuss the question of alternative accommodation for the club. 

The Secretary read a letter from the licensee of the Reindeer Hotel that stated 

the lounge could be rented on a half yearly or yearly tenancy on Wednesday 

evenings for 7/6 per night. 

The meeting agreed that the new accommodation was a vast improvement on 

the former premises and should be accepted forthwith and that the Hon 

Treasurer should make the necessary payment of the rent until the end of 

September. 

It was agreed the present club subscription should stay the same. 

A small summer tournament was agreed upon and the committee asked if a 

top ranking chess master could give a simultaneous display at the club during 

the summer season. 

1955 

Bronstein wins the Gothenburg Interzonal. Spassky wins the World Junior 

Championship. 

BSCC ( 9th ) AGM venue Reindeer Hotel, 28th September 1955, 8pm. 

Present are R Hubbard (Chairman), V Jacklin ( Vice-Chair), V Viles (Treasurer), E 

Leyns (Secretary), P Beale, A Broyden, F Bryan Brown, J Buckle, R Crosby, H 

Doble, E Forth, H Gray, Dr Hewitt, E Leyns (Jnr), Mjr Oliver, D Snow and P 

Wright. 

Previous minutes read and approved. 

The secretary has no reply from Harlow C.C. ( Mr Seaman ) regarding a match. 

The Treasurer stated we started last season with a balance of £19-5-3 and 

closed with a balance of £19-11-6. 

Subscription will stay at £1-1-0 but members under 18 now pay 10/6 per 

annum, with students paying 2/6 per annum. 

Dr Hewitt proposed a box be made available at club meetings into which odd 

sums of change could be donated, it was approved. 

Dr Hewitt was proposed for Chairman and this was carried unanimously. 

D Snow was elected as Vice Chairman. 



R  Hubbard elected as Treasurer ( V Viles retired this position ) 

Eric Leyns elected as Match Captain. 

Hon Auditor P Wright re-elected. 

Hon Secretary E Leyns re-elected. 

The secretary was asked to arrange a simultaneous display with a top ranking 

master. 

The newly elected Match Captain suggested that due to the greater number of 

members it would be advisable to have the club Tournament using the Swiss 

system with the Cup going to the highest score. 

The second prize would be awarded after adding the club handicap points. 

R Hubbard and R Crosby were asked to form a tournament committee with the 

match Captain to settle the pairing and handicap points. 

Dr Hewitt now presented competition winner prizes to the following, 

R Hubbard Cup & Club Champion. 

D Snow second prize.( 15/- ) 

E Forth third prize ( 10/- ) 

Meeting now closed with a vote of thanks to the retiring treasurer V Viles. 

1956 

Smyslov is the Title Challenger again. Bobby Fischer wins the USA Junior 

Championship and plays in his first adult tournament the ‘Game of the 

Century’. 

BSCC ( 10th ) AGM venue Reindeer Hotel, 26th September 1956, 8pm. 

Present are Dr Hewitt (Chairman), R Hubbard (Treasurer), P Wright ( Hon 

Auditor ), Eric Leyns ( Tournament Sec ), E Leyns (Secretary), H Gray, R Crosby, J 

Buckle, E Forth, R Jones, R Payne, Mjr Oliver, V Jacklin, F Bryan Brown and A 

Duhle. 

The previous minutes were read and approved. 

The treasurer stated the season started with a balance of £19-11-6 and 

finished with £26-10-0 which all agreed was a very satisfactory state of affairs! 



The secretary in his statement said that owing to a major re-arrangement of 

the Hertfordshire County Clubs, our club would have a bigger match 

programme. 

As for the Puller Cup all major clubs would be playing each other instead of the 

county being divided in Eastern and Western sections. 

Furthermore MJB (St Albans) and Barnet are now included. 

In view of this increased programme he suggested that further additional 

‘Friendly’ matches would be too much for the club. 

This was agreed. 

All Officers were re-elected ‘ en bloc’. 

The club championship was won by J Sillar but unfortunately he was leaving 

the club. 

Runner up was Eric Leyns 

The handicap section was won by V Jacklin with J Sillar runner up. 

16 members took part. 

For the next club tournament it was proposed to be organised in a Swiss 

system with seven rounds, and also a handicap tournament within the same 

tournament. 

It was agreed to purchase an extra clock. 

Meeting now closed. 

1957 

Smyslov is the new World Champion. Tal and Fischer win their first national 

championships. 

BSCC Extra Ordinary Meeting ( no venue stated ) 15th May 1957 

Present ( not recorded ) 

Discussed was the type of tournament that should be played for the Ivory 

Chess Set presented to the club by Major Oliver. 

A complementary chess board was presented by the club. 



An American type tournament was proposed by Eric Leyns and seconded by J 

Buckle with a closing date of April 1958. 

This tournament would use the present club handicap system. 

Proposed by Mr Hubbard was an entrance fee of 2/6 of which 1/- would go to 

club funds, with 1/6 to go towards the runner up prize. ( Seconded by Mr Gray 

) 

It was also agreed the set would be won outright. 

The cash box was then opened and £5-6-1 was handed to the Treasurer ( R 

Hubbard). 

1957 

BSCC ( 11th ) AGM venue Reindeer Hotel, 25th September 1957 

Present Dr Hewitt ( Chairman ), R Hubbard ( Treasurer ), E Leyns (Secretary), 

Eric Leyns ( Tournament Secretary ), E Forth, Bryan Brown, H Gray, Mjr Oliver, 

Mr Duhle and R Crosby. 

Last AGM minutes read and approved. 

Treasurer report stated that the club had a satisfactory balance ( £25-11-1 ) to 

carry forward to next year. 

The Match Captain stated that due to petrol rationing in the Autumn of 1956 

and into 1957, matches were somewhat ‘curtailed’. 

However, the club did play all 10 matches scheduled with a score of W 4 D 2 

L4. 

Mr Bryan Brown proposed all Officers be re-elected ‘en bloc’ and this was 

carried unanimously the exception of Eric Leyns who could not continue as 

Tournament Secretary as he was soon to work in London. 

Mr Eric Forth was elected Tournament Secretary. 

Mr Wright retired as Hon Auditor and Mr Bryan Brown agreed to take this 

position. 

It was agreed that next year’s club championship would be reduced from a 9 

rounds to seven rounds. 



The secretary proposed a second tournament and Dr Hewitt promised to give a 

prize to the winner – it would be called the Dr Hewitt Tournament. 

The Secretary agreed to place a club notice in the Public Library. 

The Chairman awarded the Cup to the new club champion Mjr Oliver. 

Mr E Forth proposed a match between club teenagers against a team of 

OldSloggers,this was agreed to be played during National Chess Week. 

Flear Trophy winner Mr E Leyns 

Fairchild Trophy winner Mr V Jones. 

1958 

Botvinnik retains the world title. Tal and Fischer achieve sensational results. 

Tal wins the 25th USSR Championship and the Portoroz Interzonal. 

Fisher (15yrs) wins a place in the Candidates, being the youngest 

Grandmaster to date – this record will stand until 1991. 

BSCC ( 12th ) AGM venue Reindeer Hotel, 8th October 1958. 

Present R Hubbard (Treasurer), V Jacklin, F Bryan-Brown ( Hon Auditor ), H 

Gray, E Leyns (Secretary& Match Captain), R Jones, D Townley, E Forth ( 

Tournament Secretary ), Mjr Oliver and A Beckett. 

Apologies from Dr P Hewitt ( Chairman ), out of the Country, and Mr D Snow 

(Vice-Chairman). 

Ex Vice-Chairman Mr V Jacklin agreed to chair the AGM. 

Last AGM minutes read and agreed. 

The Secretary then read a letter from the B.C.F for entries in the National Club 

Championship and it was agreed a team would be entered. 

Mr R Hubbard then stated the current financial balance was £26-7-10, but 

warned that the subscriptions and donations did not in fact quite cover the 

rent. 

The club relied on club night donations to keep going. 

Internal competitions had helped in keeping club night attendance  



The Secretary & Match Captain’s report stated in his report that the club had 

played 8 Matches result W 4 L 4. 

He expressed his disappointment that after being co-leaders in the Puller Cup, 

we lost the play off against the Old Elizabethans. 

The Teenagers v Old Sloggers was a win for the Old Sloggers but the teenagers 

won on the two top boards! 

The existing Officers were then re-elected ‘en bloc’ except the position of Vice-

Chairman as Mr Snow had found it difficult to attend. 

It was agreed Mr V Jacklin would be Vice-Chairman. 

The programme for next season was agreed – compete in the Puller Cup & M J 

B matches, also enter the National Club Championship. 

The Club Championship would be run the same as last season and two further 

competitions now known as the Presidents Challenge ( Winner receives the Dr 

Hewitt donated Cup ) and Ivory set & Board ( Presented by Mjr Oliver ) that 

was re-presented by Mr E Leyns. 

Mr E Forth now read out the last years competition winners. 

Club Champion – Mr Townley. Runner-up Mr R Jones. 

Handicap Tournament winner – Mr R Jones. 

The Ivory Set and Board – Mr E Leyns. 

Presidents Challenge Cup –Mjr Oliver. Runner-up, Mr R Hubbard. 

In AOB the secretary was asked to arrange a notice of AGM minutes and Match 

results in the Public Library. He said he would endeavour to do this. 

Meeting Closed. 

1959 

Tal dominates the Candidates tournament and is to challenge Botvinnik for 

world title – Keres is second yet again. 

BSCC ( 13th ) AGM, venue Reindeer Hotel, 30th September 1959, 8.30pm. 

Present Dr P Hewitt ( Chairman ), V Jacklin ( Vice-Chairman ), R Hubbard ( 

Treasurer ), F Bryan-Brown ( Hon Auditor ), E Forth, D Townley, R Jones, R 

Crosby, E Leyns ( Secretary& Match Captain ), A Sorenson, Mjr Oliver. 



Last AGM minutes read and approved. 

The Treasurer stated that club balance was now £21-18-5 a loss over the year 

of £4-9-5, caused by lower membership subscriptions and smaller club night 

donations. 

The club room rent was to be increased in the winter to 10/6 per night and the 

summer hire would remain at 7/6 per night. 

It was suggested that the club should close in July and August or use the 

smaller downstairs room at a reduced rental but not generally accepted. 

The Tournament Secretary stated that the tournaments started well but then 

games have not been played as time went on. 

No winners could be declared for the Presidents Cup and the tournament 

given a new end date of 15th November to complete outstanding games. 

The Match Captain stated 11 Matches Won 4 Drew 1 Lost 5 the remaining 

match was played between The Old Sloggers v The Teenagers that the younger 

team won 4 – 2. 

In the coming season we have 12 matches to play plus one more if we entered 

the Inter Club Tournament. 

The Officers were now re-elected ‘en-bloc’. 

The inter club competitions were now discussed and it was agreed to hold 

three. 

1. The Club Championship, a seven round Swiss, together with a handicap 

prize. 

2. The Presidents Challenge Cup, an all play all, with a handicap additional 

prize. 

3. The Major Oliver Chess Set & Board, an all play all with handicap, each 

player to play black and white. 

A Handicap Committee was formed of Mr E Forth, R Hubbard and F Bryan-

Brown. 

Mr R Crosby agreed to assist Mr Forth in arranging the Swiss tournament. 

It was now agreed we would enter the Inter-Club Championship. 

The Chairman now awarded Prizes to the following 



Club Championship Cup, winner Mr D Townley, 6 pts. 

Club Championship Handicap winner, Mr D Townley joint winner with Mr R 

Jones each 6 pts. 

Summer all play all winner, R Crosby. ( The prize being two books of 

Tartakower’s best games ). 

In AOB Mr F Bryan=Brown said he would be prepared to put a notice in the 

Public Library and Mr E Leyns suggested that permission be obtained to place a 

slip of paper advertising the club in their chess books! 

Mr Tounley said he would look after the publicity ( local press ) side of the club. 

 

1960 

Tal is World Champion –Fischer has a mixed year 

The Leipzig Olympiad is won by the USSR.  Penrose beats Tal in the last 

round. 

BSCC Extraordinary Committee Meeting, 23rd March 1960. 

To discuss the termination of the present tenancy of the club room. 

Dr P Hewitt (chairman) other attendees not recorded. 

The meeting agreed to a change of club room and find alternative 

accommodation in the town. 

Suggestions were the Railway Hotel, The Working Mans Club and the Royal 

British Legion HQ, Windhill. 

The club night was discussed and a change to Thursday was the most popular. 

A match between the Old Stagers and younger players was postponed and 

agreed to be played on 20th April, it was hoped to be a 7 board match. 

Note: A further short meeting stated that the Railway Hotel is discounted due 

to the room being offered, ( itwas too large! ) 

Other accommodation was unavailable so it was decided to stay where we are. 

1960  

AGM ( 14th ) AGM, venue Reindeer Hotel, 5th October 1960, 8.30pm. 



Present F Bryan-Brown, R Hubbard, R Crosby, R Salisbury, R Jones, P Sorenson, 

E Leyns, N Willis. 

As Dr Hewitt was unable to attend and Mr Jacklin had left the club ( moved to 

Chelmsford ) Mr F Bryan-Brown was requested to act as Chairman. 

Last AGM minutes were read and agreed. 

Treasurer report showed the following figures, 

Start balance of £21-18-5, to which can be added £ 17-6-6 for subscriptions, 

with donations of £ 4-12-6 making a total £43-17-5. 

Outgoings - Hire of the club room was £23 2-0, Affiliation fee £2-16-0. 

County affiliation 5/-. 

The current balance is nearly - £4-00 (in the red). 

 As this was a loss ( as last year ) a rise in club subscription was called for. 

In the absence of the tournament secretary, the secretary gave the results of 

the club competitions. 

The Club Championship winner – not yet decided due to a three way play-off. 

The Presidents Challenge Cup winner, D Townley, runner up Mr R Hubbard. 

The Major Chess Set and Board, was to be continued until a result could be 

given. 

Match Captains report stated we had had a most successful season. 

Played 18 won 13 drew 1 lost 4, and also won the Montague-Jones Board 

(North) without losing a single game. 

Further success was winning the Burns Cup by R Jones and the Stock Exchange 

Championship by E Leyns. 

A letter was then read out from the President Dr Hewitt – it stated with 

apologies that due to ‘many other commitments’ the club should elect a new 

President. 

He would continue to support the club and hoped he would be elected Vice-

President. 

It was agreed that F Bryan-Brown would be elected President and Chairman. 



Mr E Leyns would continue as Secretary and Match Captain. 

Mr Hubbard due to his job moving further afield asked for a new treasurer to 

be elected. 

Mr N Willis was elected as Treasurer. 

Mr E Leyns was elected as Hon Auditor. 

Subscription was agreed to be raised to 30/- per annum, with under 18 and 

University Students 15/-. 

Club commitments to the Hertfordshire League, friendly matches, the Inter 

Club Competition were now considerable and agreed to be reduced. 

The Club Championship & Handicap competitions should continue as 7 round 

Swiss. 

The Presidents Challenge Cup, to be played by all members on a Knock-out 

basis. 

The Major Oliver Set and Board was to be played off and not renewed. 

Now Mr E Leyns proposed that the club should create and offer  Vice President 

positions for Dr Hewitt, Mr V Viles and Mr D Snow. 

Then Mr F Bryan-Brown proposed and seconded by Mr Hubbard that I ( E Leyns 

) be also offered a position of Vice President. 

Meeting now closed with a vote of thanks to all Officers. 

1961 

Tal becomes the youngest Ex-World Champion.   

BSCC ( 15th ) AGM venue Royal British Legion, 26th September 1961, 8.30pm. 

Present F Bryan-Brown ( Chairman ), N Willis ( Treasurer ), E Leyns ( Secretary 

& Match Captain ), R Crosby, R Jones, P Sorenson, R Hubbard and R Salisbury. 

Previous AGM minutes read and agreed. 

Treasurer reported a balance of £10-7-5 but this did not include the latest 

contents of the collecting box. 

He stated that due to the considerably cheaper club room rent the coming 

year would show an improved balance increase. 



The Secretary and Match Captain reported we had played 12 league matches 

including play offs for the Montague Jones Board that resulted in 6 wins, 1 

draw and 5 losses. 

Three friendly matches were played, two verses Chelmsford and one verses 

Enfield with result of Won 2 Lost 1. 

For the coming season the programme was similar with Puller Cup and M J B 

Matches plus friendly matches to be arranged with Cambridge University and 

Chingford. 

It was agreed to donate £5-0-0 to the British Legion to help with their recent 

repairs and to show the clubs appreciation for the accommodation given to us. 

The Club Championship was won by Mr R Jones with Mr R Salisbury second. 

The Dr Hewitt Cup was won by himself, with R Salisbury second again. 

The inter club competitions would remain the same. 

Club Championship a 7 round Swiss tournament. 

Dr Hewitt Cup a all play all and handicap section. 

Handicaps were agreed as follows, 

0 points, D Townley, R Crosby, R Jones. 

1 point, F Bryan-Brown, R Salisbury, R Hubbard. 

1.5 points, E Leyns, Max Ashley. 

2 points, R Sorenson. 

2.5 points, P Denniss. 

3 points, N Willis. 

Before the meeting closed the Chairman requested all members to stand in 

silence for a while in respect for Major Oliver and V A W Viles who both had 

passed away and who in their time were very good members and very much 

liked. 

1962 

Both glory and agony for Fischer.  He dominates the Stockholm Interzonal but 

falters at the Curacao Candidates and accuses the ‘Russians of Cheating’. 



BSCC ( 16th ) AGM venue Royal British Legion, 26th September 1962, 8.30pm. 

Present F Bryan-Brown ( Chairman ), N Willis ( Treasurer ), E Leyns ( Secretary 

and Match Captain ), P Sorenson, M Ashley, R Crosby, R Jones and R Hubbard. 

Previous AGM minutes read and agreed. 

The Treasurer report stated a balance in hand of £18-15-1. 

Incoming Subscriptions & Donations were £32-6-7. 

Outgoings were RBL rent £ 13-10-0, new cheque book 4/- and Cup inscription £ 

0 – 17 -6 making a total of £ 13-11-6. 

Tournament winners are, 

Club Championship winner, R Jones 6pts, runner up R Crosby 5 pts. 

Dr Hewitt Handicap Cup, was a play-off between R Jones and N Willis with the 

winner being R Jones. 

Match results were, Played 13 won 5 drew 2 lost 6. 

Not as good as last year but we did tie with Hoddesdon in the Eastern Section 

of the Montegue- Jones Board but lost in the play off 2 -4. 

Mr N Willis stepped down as treasurer and Max Ashley was elected to this 

position. 

(Editors note: Max was to continue as officer of this club for over 40 years our 

longest serving committee member ) 

The remaining officers were re-elected ‘en bloc’. 

For the coming season it was agreed that the club Championship and the Dr 

Hewitt Cup & associated handicap prize be played as all play all. 

Prizes were distributed by the Chairman. 

In AOB it was agreed to place club details in the local press. 

Meeting closed. 

1963 

Petrosian defeats Botvinnik for the World Title.  Fischer makes a clean sweep 

( 11/11 ) at the US Championship 1963/4. 

BSCC ( 17th ) AGM venue Royal British Legion, 6th December 1963, 8.30pm. 



Present F Bryan-Brown ( Chairman ), M Ashley ( Treasurer ), E Leyns ( Secretary 

& Match Captain ). E Forth, R Jones, Wickham, P Sorenson, R Crosby( 

Tournament Organiser ), W Picton, R Hubbard and N Willis. 

Previous AGM minutes read and agreed. 

Treasurer report stated we started the year with £ 18 -15-1 and finished with £ 

19 – 8 – 4. 

Subscriptions, donations and collection box amounted to £ 23 – 5 – 0 with 

expenditure of £ 22 -11 – 9. 

Tournament Secretary stated that our inter club competitions were not well 

competed for but the Club Championship is finished, unfortunately the Dr 

Hewitt Cup is far from completion. 

The members were asked to decide if the Dr Hewitt should continue into next 

year. 

Club Championship Cup winner, R Jones 7 wins. 

County Matches we played 14, won 4 drew 1 lost 9. 

The Officers were now re-elected ( no changes ). 

It was agreed that the Club Championship be a Swiss tournament and that the 

Dr Hewitt Cup continue into next year. 

Handicap allowance was agreed as follows 

0 points, R Jones. 

1 point, R Crosby, R Hubbard,  

1.5 points, M Ashley, F Bryan-Brown, E Forth, E Leyns and P Sorenson 

2.5 points, W Picton. 

3 points, N Willis, Wickham, Burgess. 

AOB Mr R Jones suggested a 5 minute chess evening, possibly with outside 

players invited. 

Meeting Closed. 

1964 



The Tel-Aviv Olympiad is won by the USSR.  Fischer tours the USA playing in 

more than 36 displays playing more than 1,882 games. 

He plays in no major tournaments , even refusing to play in the Olympiad. 

BSCC ( 18th ) venue Royal British Legion, 29th October 1964, 8.30pm. 

Present F Bryan-Brown ( Chairman ), M Ashley ( Treasurer ), E Leyns ( Secretary 

and Match Captain ), R Hubbard, P Sorenson, R Jones, E Forth, C Jones, W 

Picton, R Crosby (Tournament Organiser ), R Salisbury and R Agney. 

Previous AGM minutes agreed. 

Treasurer report stated we started with £19-8-4 and finished with £ 22-1-7. 

Main expenditure was RBL rent £15-0-0. 

Subscriptions and donations amounted to £19-16-0 

The Match Captain stated as we only had 5 clocks a further clock should be 

purchased. 

The Tournament Secretary reported that the Club Championship would be 7 

round Swiss. 

The Dr Hewitt Cup it was suggested this would remain an all play all but results 

only counted if over 50% ( of possible ) games played. 

The Treasurer proposed that the club championship winner receive a one 

guinea prize. 

An entrance fee of 2/6 was agreed for the Dr Hewitt Cup, with the winner 

receiving one guinea prize, with the balance to the runner up. 

The Match Captain reported that after many years trying they had finally won 

the Puller Cup that was the senior cup in the inter-county club competition. 

He warned that due to the growing strength of many county clubs it was a 

formidable task to repeat this performance. 

In our matches the overall score is played 14 won 10 drew 3 lost 1. 

( The loss was to ICT Stevenage ). 

The Club Championship Cup winner, was again R Jones. 

No result for the Dr Hewitt Cup. 



The Officers were all re-elected. 

In AOB it was stated that the County was arranging a team tournament called a 

‘ jamboree’. 

After discussion it was agreed to enter a team. 

Meeting closed 

1965 

Spassky dominates the Candidates matches.  Fischer returns to competitive 

chess by telex ( Capablanca Memorial, Havana ). 

BSCC ( 19th ) AGM venue Royal British Legion, 28th October 1965, 8.30pm. 

Present F Bryan-Brown ( Chairman ), M Ashley ( Treasurer ), E Leyns ( Secretary 

and Match Captain ), R Crosby ( Tournament Secretary ), R Hubbard, A Bolton, 

R Jones, W Picton, Mrs Crosby, and Mr Nankibill (?). 

Apologies from R Salisbury and P Sorenson. 

The previous AGM minutes were agreed. 

The Treasurer report stated the following. 

Finance £22-1-7,   Subs & Donations £18-7-6,  Collection Box £2-1-8,  Dr Hewitt 

entrance fee £ 1-10-0, 

Expenditure, Rent £15-0-0,  HCA Affiliation £4-17-6,  Chess Clock £4-11-9. 

Current Balance  £19-11-6. 

A warning was given that prize money would be taken from this balance and if 

HCA Affiliation fees continued to rise then our subscriptions would need 

reviewing. 

Match Report stated results ‘not very good’ we played 12 won 3 lost 9. 

In some matches the results were very close and we were a trifle unlucky. 

For the coming season we have to play 13 matches, that is 7 in the Puller Cup 

and 6 in the M J B. 

Indeed the County affiliation had just gone up to 8/-. 

A team tournament was being held on the 4th December at Stevenage and that 

we should enter a team. 



Also on March 28th1966 a Chess Congress at Hilltop Social Centre should be an 

interesting affair. 

The Club Championship Cup winner, R Crosby. 

The Dr Hewitt Cup winner, W Picton, R Hubbard runner up, 3rd C Jones. 

The club tournaments would be run unchanged for next season. 

Handicap allowance was agreed as follows. 

F Bryan-Brown 0.5M Ashley 0.5E Leyns 0.5R Crosby 0R Hubbard 0 

W Picton 0.5C Jones 2.5 

A Bolton 2.0Nankibill (?) 1.0P Sorenson 0.5Plidger 0.5R Salisbury 0.5 

Cups and money prizes awarded. 

Meeting closed. 

1966 

Petrosian defeats Spassky to retain World Title.  The Havana Olympiad is won 

by the USSR.   

BSCC ( 20th ) AGM venue Royal British Legion, 27th October 1966, 8.30pm. 

Present F Bryan-Brown ( Chairman ), M Ashley ( Treasurer ), E Leyns ( Secretary 

and Match Captain ), R Crosby ( Tournament Secretary ), R Hubbard, W Picton, 

B Hawkins, J Clark, C Jones, K Gregory and J Rogers. 

Previous AGM minutes agreed. 

Treasurer report stated an improvement  

Finances started £ 19-11-6.  Subs & Donations £ 19-8-6. Collection Box £ 3-17-

6. Dr Hewitt entrance fees £ 1-10-0. 

Expenditure, RBL rent £ 15-0-0. HCA affiliation £ 4-12-0. County Affiliation 8/-. 

Present balance £ 24-3-0. 

Club subscription would remain at one guinea. 

Match Captain Report, stated this meeting was a land mark inasmuch the 

club had been going for 20 years. 

In that time it had won the Puller Cup and the Montague-Jones Board. 



However, last years results are ‘not too good’ with 12 matches played we won 

3, drew 1, lost 8. 

The club championship ‘had dragged a little’ but the Dr Hewitt Cup was well 

competed for and enough games had been played to arrive at a result. 

Club Championship winner, R Crosby, runners up E Leyns& F Pledger. 

Dr Hewitt Cup winner, R Hubbard ( 9/9 score), second was F Pledger, third was 

W Picton. 

The Officers were all re-elected. 

For next season R Crosby proposed the Club Championship be played with a 5 

round Swiss and the Dr Hewitt Cup would continue with the all play all basis. 

The handicap allowance for the handicap section of the Dr Hewitt Cup is as 

follows. 

M Ashley 0.5    F Bryan-Brown 0.5    R Crosby 0    J Clark 1    B Hawkins 1.5 

R Hubbard 0   C Jones 2.5    E Leyns 0.5    J Nanknell (?) 0.5  W Picton 0.5 

F Pledger 0.5   J Rogers  0.5   L Rogers  0.5   R Salisbury 0.5 

Chairman presented Cups and prizes. 

Meeting closed with thanks to the Treasurer and Secretary. 

1967 

Fischer quits the Sousse Interzonal while leading. 

BSCC ( 21st ) AGMvenue Royal British Legion, 16th October 1967, 8.30pm. 

Present F Bryan-Brown ( Chairman ), M Ashley ( Treasurer ), E J Leyns ( 

Secretary and Match Captain ), R Crosby ( Tournament Secretary ), R Hubbard, 

Nankivell (?), C Jones, W Picton, K Gregory, F Pledger and R Salisbury. 

Previous AGM minutes agreed. 

Treasurer reported the year started with £ 23 – 3 - 0 and finished with 

 £ 29 – 2 – 0. 

Subs and donations were £ 23 – 3 – 0.  Collection Box £ 4 – 0 – 0. 

Expenditures  RBL Rent £ 15 – 0 – 0. HCA Affiliation £ 6 – 14 – 6. 



Stationary 9/6. 

It was agreed to purchase another clock. 

Match Captain report stated P 15 W 7   D 1   L 7. 

For the coming season the HCA were forming three division league to replace 

the Puller Cup and the Montague-Jones Board. 

In addition there would be a knockout competition for all clubs. 

It was decided we would enter a team into Division 2 and enter the K.O. 

competition. 

The present executive were re-elected. 

Prizes were presented to the following. 

Club Championship Cup winner K Gregory 5.5 pts. 

Dr Hewitt Cup winner F Pledger 8 pts, runner up R Hubbard 6 pts. 

Handicap points for next season are 

0 points; K Gregory, R Hubbard. 

0.5 points; M Ashley, F Bryan-Brown, J Nankinill, F Pledger, W Picton, G 

Rodgers. 

2 points; C Jones, N Mason, J Swales. 

Meeting closed. 

1968 

Spassky to challenge Petrosian again for the World Title.  Fischer refuses to 

play in the Lugano Olympiad due to poor playing conditions and particular 

the poor lighting. 

BSCC ( 22nd ) AGM venue Royal British Legion, 14th October 1968, 8.30pm. 

Present F Bryan-Brown ( Chairman ), M Ashley ( Treasurer ), E Leyns ( Secretary 

and Match Captain ), R Crosby ( Tournament Secretary ), W Picton, T Nankibell, 

K Gregory, F Pledger, R Hubbard and J Swales. 

Previous AGM minutes agreed. 

Treasurer report stated from a balance £ 29 – 2 – 0 we now have £ 26 – 9 – 2. 



Subs & donations £ 21-14-6, collection box £2-0-0. 

Expenditure, RBL rent £ 15 – 0 - 0, HCA Affiliation £ 5 – 10 – 6,  

Chess Clock £ 5 – 5 – 0, Stationery and printing £ 11/6. 

Match Captain report stated P 13  W 5  D 0  L 8, we had done better in the 

earlier part of the season and have nothing to be ashamed about! 

For the coming season we had entered a team in Division 2 and in the K.O. 

competition plus the Sharp Trophy Cup. 

This was considered enough for our clubs strength and player availability. 

Officers were re-elected but for the Tournament Secretary that was accepted 

by W Picton. 

No award for the Championship Cup ( and held over to next year ) and the Dr 

Hewitt Cup not completed yet. 

( Note: Dr Hewitt Cup won by R Hubbard ). 

Handicap point allowance was agreed as 

0 points; K Gregory, R Hubbard. 

0.5 point; W Picton, R Crosby. 

1.5 points; T Nankiibell (?), R Rodgers, F Pledger, M Ashley, F Bryan-Brown. 

2.5 points; J Swales. 

Meeting closed. 

1969 

Spassky is World Champion.  Karpov wins easily the World Junior 

Championship in Stockholm. 

At the Busum tournament the veteran Fritz Samisch loses all 15 of his games 

on time. 

BSCC ( 23rd ) AGM venue Royal British Club, 10th October 1969, 8.30pm. 

Present F Bryan-Brown ( Chairman ), M Ashley ( Treasurer ), E Leyns ( Secretary 

and Match Captain ), W Picton ( Tournament Secretary ), R Crosby, K Gregory, 

R Hubbard and S Capsey. 



( Note: first mention of a prolific player, point scorer and future committee 

member for the club Mr Sidney Capsey ; see club website for personal note 

about him ; by our records he played 242 games and scored 138.5 points ). 

Previous AGM minutes agreed. ( Note: for the sake of saving space and 

repetition, I will not record this important procedure for future meetings ). 

Treasurer report stated we started £ 26-9-2 and ended £ 28-1-11. 

Subs, donations and box gave the club £ 21 – 14 – 0. 

Outgoings were HCA £ 5-1-3 and RBL rent £ 15 – 0 -0. 

Membership was somewhat less this last year but club subscription will not be 

increased. 

It was agreed that S Capsey would help W Picton organise the club 

competitions for the coming season. 

It was agreed to play the club championship by a 4 round Swiss played on four 

agreed dates of 17 Oct, 7 Nov, 14 Nov and 19 Dec. 

Rate of play is 36 moves in 90 minutes. 

The Dr Hewitt Cup would be all play all with suitable handicaps and an 

entrance fee of 2/6 per player. 

We would enter a team for the following 

HCA Division 2 and the K.O. Competition. 

It was decided not to enter the Sharp Trophy. 

The Secretary then told the meeting that we had to give up our present room 

and meeting day. 

There was another room available but only on Fridays, ( ‘not the best of days’ ), 

although there is yet another room available every other Thursday that would 

be useful for County matches. 

There is a verbal understanding that if Radio Stortford leave the British Legion 

we would have the opportunity to have their room. 

The Secretary was asked to explore the feasibility of other accommodation in 

the town. 



The secretary was asked to place adverts for new members, and publish match 

results in the local press. 

In AOB Mr Hubbard asked for a cupboard, for storage of chess club equipment. 

Meeting closed. 

1970 

Fischer is back on track, he wins the Palma de Mallorca Interzonal. 

The USSR narrowly beat the Rest of the World team. 

BSCC ( 24th ) AGM venue Waterlane Institute, 24th September 1970. 8.00pm. 

Present F Bryan-Brown ( Chairman ), M Ashley ( Treasurer ), E Leyns ( Secretary 

& Match Captain ), K Gregory, W Picton, S Capsey, F Pledger, Singer, O’Carroll 

and L Rodgers. 

Apologies R Crosby, R Hubbard and Nankinell. 

Treasurer report stated the club balance was now £ 23 – 1 – 5. 

The reduced balance was due to falling off in membership. 

An Hon Auditor was requested to be appointed. 

In view of rising costs ( the club room rent would increase next year ) it was 

agreed to raise club annual subscription to £ 2 – 2 – 0. 

The Secretary report gave the changes that were to be undertaken to improve 

the club room. 

Radio Stortford to be given a different entrance – the present one to be sealed 

off and sound proofed. 

The room will be redecorated, given new curtains and carpet. 

Two radiators to be installed and adequate tables and chairs to be provided. 

A notice board to be placed in the entrance lobby. 

It was agreed to meet at the British Legion until the 31st October when the 

situation would be examined. 

The Secretary was asked to publish match results in the local press. 

For the coming year it was thought best to only enter a team for Division 2 and 

the K.O. competitions 



If more members joined then a team could be formed to play in division 3 ( as 

long as a match Captain could be found ). 

The Club Championship winner is Ken Gregory ( for the second time ). 

The main discussion was on the subject of attracting new members. 

Meeting closed. 

 

1971 

Fischer is ruthless: 6-0 twice! Then he beats the most difficult player in the 

world to qualify to meet the World Champion Spassky. 

BSCC ( 25th ) AGM venue Royal British Legion, 21st October 1971, 8.30pm. 

PresentF Bryan-Brown ( Chairman ), M Ashley ( Treasurer ), E Leyns ( Secretary 

and match Captain ), S Capsey ( Tournament Secretary ), J Rennock, R Hubbard, 

L Rodgers, T O’Carroll and H Sengier. 

From the County (visitors ) Mr Oxlorough and Talbot. 

Apologies from K Gregory. 

Treasurer report– due to increased membership the current balance is £ 31.50 

( Note; we are decimal now ) 

Outgoings were RBL £25-00, HCA £7-80, Hire of Waterlane Room £1.25. 

Subscription would be better at £2-00 now we are decimal. 

Secretary and Match Captain report – the improved club room has led to 

increased membership, and it would be possible to form two teams for the 

coming season. 

Results for last season were P 10 W 4  D 1   L 5 ‘not too bad’ and now another 

match captain would have to be appointed. 

The Tournament Secretary report –  

Club Championship winner, J Rennock. 

Dr Hewitt Cup winner, J Rennock, runner up S Capsey, 3rd T O’Carroll. 

Next season the Club Championship will again be a Swiss tournament. 



The Dr Hewitt Cup will all play all but with the players playing 2 games with 

colours reversed. 

A special summer tournament would be held for the summer regulars. 

The Officers were re-elected with the exception of M Ashley who stepped 

down – J Rennock was elected as Treasurer. 

First Team Captain – S Capsey. 

Second Team Captain –E Leyns. 

AOB – agreed the cupboard be enlarged and fitted with a lock. 

Meeting Closed. 

1972 

Fischer is World Champion. Chess is headline news around the world. 

BSCC ( 26th ) AGM venue Royal British Legion, 19th October 1972, 8.30pm. 

Present F Bryan-Brown ( Chairman ), J Rennock ( Treasurer ), E Leyns ( 

Secretary and team 2 Capt ), S Capsey ( Tournament Secretary and team 1 Capt 

), R Hubbard, M Ashley, M Basendale, R Crosby, T O’Carroll, A Singer, T Wright. 

It was agreed the equipment cabinet would have a lock fitted due to the 

contents increased value. 

The treasurer( J Rennock ) report stated a loss of £4-72 over the year, which 

was ‘rather disappointing’ due to better attendance and increased 

membership. 

We started with £31-53 but due to outgoings of RBL rent £25-00, HCA fees 

£7.35, ‘minor expenses’ £1-37, leaving a current value of £26-81. 

Agreed that no increase in club subscription fee necessary. 

Match report( by S Capsey ) stated that results were disappointing with  

P 10   W 0  D 2  L 8, many results were close and he said that next season team 

1 would show better results. 

Club Championship winner, S Capsey 5 pts, runner up R Hubbard 3 pts. 

Dr Hewitt Cup winner, R Hubbard 12.5/15 + 1 handicap point = 13.5 

Runner up, W Picton 7.5/12 + 1 handicap point = 8.5 



Third came J Rennock, M Ashley and S Capsey all with 7 pts. 

The Secretary ( E Leyns ) reported during the summer it was good to see 

visitors ( usually very useful players ) coming for several weeks but ‘ fading 

away ‘ in contrast he was pleased to see several new and old faces back in the 

club room. 

Results for Team 2 were P 10  W 4  D 2  L 4 a ‘satisfactory’ result but hoped for 

a better result next season when we are due to play 11 matches. 

The present executive then ‘retired’ but were quickly re-elected. 

A Vice Match Captain ( R Hubbard ) was elected. 

The Club Championship would be a 5 round Swiss and the Dr Hewitt Cup would 

be all play all ( playing two games colours reversed ). 

Meeting closed with thanks to all members who helped to make the passed 

season a successful one. 

1973 

First time there were two Interzonals with up and coming Karpov and 

Mecking now Candidates. Spassky wins the 41st USSR Championship in the 

midst of a crackdown by the authorities. Top GM forced to play and tougher 

rules – no draws allowed under 30 moves. The result is embarrassing if the 

authorities thought they could show Spassky ‘weaknesses’ that allowed 

Fischer to be World Champion. 

BSCC ( 27th ) venue Royal British Legion, 25th October 1973, 8.30pm. 

Present F Bryan-Brown ( Chairman ), J Rennocks ( Treasurer ), E Leyns ( 

Secretary & Team 2 Captain ), S Capsey ( Tournament secretary and Team 1 

Captain ), R Hubbard ( Vice Captain ), T Wright, M Ashley, W Finsburg, G 

Brown, G Lawrence, Foot and L Rodgers. 

Apologies from R Crosby and T Carroll. 

( Editors Note; Our club web site has a biographies link to describe some 

players ( highlighted ) listed above ). 

Treasurer report stated a current balance of £27-41. 

Expenses were RBL £25-00, HCA £8-40, Adjudication fees £1-00. 

Incoming  Subs and Donations £35-00. 



First Team Captain reported we P 9  W 4  D 2  L3, that includes a loss by 

‘default’ to Hemel Hemstead. 

In the K.O. Cup we beat W.G.C. 4-2 but lost to Hilltop 2-4. 

Second Team Captain reported we P 11  W 5  D 1  L 5 ( In Div 4 ). 

This team had entered the Sharp Trophy that will entail three more matches 

against Hilltop III, Hoddesdon II and Hertford I. 

The secretary was pleased to mention the better attendance and influx of 

many ‘useful’ players. 

Club Championship winner, R Hubbard 5/5, joint runner up, F Bryan-Brown and 

Tom Wright both 3.5/5. 

Dr Hewitt Cup winner, Tom Wright 14pts, runner up S Capsey 12.5 pts. 

As the Dr Hewitt Cup was stolen whilst in the possession of E Leyns he 

promised to get a suitable replacement. 

The executive were all re-elected but for the second team captain, E Leyns who 

preferred to step down for a younger member. 

Tom Wright was elected second team captain. 

AOB - A letter was read out ( from Mrs Brotherton ) who wanted someone give 

a game to her son, who showed promise. 

The Chairman said he would contact her. 

Meeting closed. 

1974 

Karpov convincingly wins the Candidates and is Fischer’s challenger. 

The Nice Olympiad is won by the USSR, Karpov is best score on top board ( 

12/14 ). 

Tal and Beliavsky share the 42nd USSR Championship. 

BSCC ( 28th ) AGM venue Royal British Legion, 26th September 1974, 8.30pm. 

Present F Bryan-Brown ( Chairman ), E Leyns ( Secretary ), S Capsey ( 

Tournament Secretary and Team 1 Capt ), T Wright ( team 2 Capt ), R Hubbard, 

G Brown, M Ashley, T O’Carroll, T Swales. 



The treasurers report was a letter of resignation ( J Rennocks ) and the figures 

were read out as follows, 

Income £ 32-35, expenditure RBL £ 25-00, HCA Affiliation £ 7-35. 

Current balance £ 28-06. 

Team 1 report( Div II ) by S Capsey stated we P 11  W 6 D 2 L 3 the best result 

ever. 

We came third in the division just missing promotion. 

K.O. Cup R1 beat Hertford, R2 lost on board count to Stevenage. 

Played two ‘friendlies’ v Marconi ( Chelmsford ) W 1 D1. 

Played two ‘friendlies’ v Hilltop L 2 

Team 2 report( T Wright ) stated we lost too many matches by ‘defaulting’ that 

had lost us matches. ( No details given ). 

Club Championship winner, Terry O’Carroll (4.5/5), runner up R Hubbard ( 3.5 ). 

Equal third, E Leyns, W Picton, T Wright all 3 pts. 

Dr Hewitt Cup winner, a replay arranged between T O’Carroll and R Hubbard 

both 15/5 pts. 

( Editors note; The Dr Hewitt Cup has engraved RA Hubbard 73-74 ) 

Runner up was S Capsey 11 pts. 

A new playing rate was proposed of 35 moves in 75 mins. 

The secretary stated that County matters were a little ‘disquieting’ as the 

County Treasurer recently announced a loss of £150-00. 

There is also uncertainty with matches in the S.C.C.U. 

The secretary stated as there are approximately 400 members in the H.C.C. 

there should be no real problems. 

Election of the executive included only one change – T O’Carroll was elected 

Treasurer. 

After considerable discussion the meeting agreed to increase the club 

membership fee to £ 3-50. 



AOB – The Secretary brought up Junior Chess and all members agreed to give 

the Juniors their attention and experience. 

Meeting Closed. 

1975 

Karpov becomes World Champion by default to the dismay of Fischer’s fans. 

Geller wins the Teesside tournament – the strongest in England for many 

years. 

BSCC( 29th ) AGM venue Royal British Legion, 9th October 1975, 8.30pm. 

Present F Bryan-Brown (Chairman), E Leyns (Secretary), T O’Carroll (Treasurer), 

S Capsey ( T1 Match Captain), T Wright (T2 Match Captain), R Hubbard, G 

Brown, Sivales(?), M Ashley, R Crosby, Rev Jackson and R Searle. 

Treasurer report stated the current balance is £ 47-06. 

The club has now 15 members. 

Club equipment will be insured for £200-00. 

Agreed to donate £ 5-00 to the RBL Poppy Fund. 

Match report( Div II ), P 12  W 2  D 6  L 4. 

In the K.O. we lost ‘disastrously’ to Hemel Hemstead I in round one. 

Friendlies were played against Allen & Hanburys ( P 3 W 3 ), also, Hilltop ( P 2 L 

2 ). 

In the Jamboree tournament for the Puller Cup, we did ‘rather badly’. 

Total match record for ( County and Jamboree ) is P 19  W 5  D 6  L 8. 

Club Championship winner, S Capsey ( 5/5), T O’Carroll (3/5). 

Dr Hewitt Cup winner, R Hubbard (12 pts), O’Carroll (9.5), S Capsey (9.5). 

Team 2 report – they played only 4 matches ( no further details ). 

The executive were all re-elected except team 2 captain who stepped down. 

G Brown was elected team 2 captain. 

AOB – A larger cabinet was asked to be provided. 

Meeting closed. 



 

1976 

Karpov proves he is a worthy Champion by dominating tournament chess. 

Korchnoi defects. The Haifa Olympiad is blighted by a Soviet boycott. 

Karpov wins the 44th USSR Championship. 

BSCC ( 30th ) AGM venue Royal British Legion, 14th October 1976, 8.30pm. 

Present F Bryan-Brown (Chairman), T O’Carroll (Treasurer), E Leyns (Secretary), 

S Capsey ( T1 Capt), M Ashley, Rev Jackson, P Vain7ker  G Brown ( T2 Capt) and 

R Crosby. 

Treasurer reported a current balance of £ 36-16. 

As affiliation fees were being increased it was agreed to increase the annual 

club membership fee to £ 4-50 with Juniors £ 2-00. 

Match report( S Capsey ) stated that team 1 ‘did very badly’ and are relegated 

to division 3. 

Results P 12  W 2  D 1  L 9, we also entered the Sharp Trophy and K.O. 

tournament but were knocked out in first rounds respectively. 

During the summer we played the following friendlies. 

Match against Sawbridgeworth, won 6.5-0.5. 

Two matches against Hilltop, L 1.5-2.5 and W 3.5-2.5. 

Two matches against Allen&Hanburys, W 6-1, W 3.5-2.5. 

Club Championship winner, R Hubbard (4.5/5), runner up T O’Carroll (4/5). 

Third were R Capsey, Rev W Jackson (3/5). 

The Dr Hewitt Cup winner, T O’Carroll (10.5/17), F Bryan-Brown ( 8.5/17 ) and 

Jack Lyddon ( 6.5/13 ). 

The present executive were now re-elected en Bloc. 

The Chairman distributed prizes and after a vote of thanks to the executive ( by 

M Ashley ) meeting closed. 

 



1977 

Korchnoi wins a tempestuous Candidates Final.   

BSCC ( 31st ) AGM venue Royal British Legion, 6 October 1977, 8.30pm. 

Present F Bryan-Brown ( Chairman ), T O’Carroll ( Treasurer ), E J Leyns ( 

Secretary ), S Capsey ( HCA League Capt. ), G Brown ( Harlow League Capt. ), R 

Hubbard, T Wright, R Crosby, G Lawrence, Canon Mac Kenzie and R Jackson. 

Apology of absence J Lyddon. 

Treasurer Report – 15 members ( including 1 student and 1 Junior ) subs paid 

in £ 62.75, Outgoings were RBL £ 25-00, Poppy Appeal £ 5-00, HCA £ 10-70, 

BCF £ 1-20, Adjudication Fee £ 1-50 and score sheets £ 6-25. 

Current balance £ 60-26 the highest ever for the club! 

In view of this it was agreed to keep club subscription at £ 4-50. 

League Captains report – Teams will be entered into the HCA and Harlow 

Leagues next season. 

HCA League Division 3, we came 3rd with 12 pts.  St Albans (2nd) and 

Letchworth & Baldocks (1st). 

Our team squad was R Hubbard, S Capsey, G Brown, P Vainker, T O’Carroll and 

G Lawrence. 

Six friendlies were played Allenbury (May 19) won 6-1, Sawbridgeworth (June 

30) won 5-2, Sawbridgeworth (July 20) won 4.5-1.5, Hilltop (July 30) won 3.5-

1.5, Allenbury (Sept 16) won 4.5-0.5, Hilltop (Sept 29) lost 1.5-5.5. 

We played several matches in the Harlow League where we were easily the 

best team. ( No further details ). 

Club Championship winner, Phil Vaineker (5/5), joint second are G M Brown 

(3.5/5) and T Wright (3.5/5) with T O’Carroll (3/5) 

The DR Hewitt Cup winner, after handicap points added to the individual 

scores , P Vaineker,  runner up G Brown. 

Unfortunately after winning the double he had to leave the club! 

It was agreed to run the competitions again ( unchanged rules ) and an 

additional  summer tournament would be run as a 5 round Swiss. 



It was agreed to hold the next AGM at the end of July (1978) because it 

enabled the details of the coming season to be worked out before the start 

date of 1st October (1978). 

Members were thanked for their attendance and meeting closed. 

1978 

Karpov remains World Champion after a thrilling match against Korchnoi. 

Hungary wins the Olympiad and a young Kasparov makes a level score in the 

46th USSR Championship. 

BSCC ( 32nd ) AGM venue Royal British Legion, 27th July 1978. 

Present F Bryan-Brown ( Chairman ), E J Leyns ( Secretary ), T O’Carroll ( 

Treasurer ), S Capsey ( Match and Tournament Secretary ), Canon MacKenzie, 

Rev. D Jackson, P Vainker, R Hubbard, G Lawrence and J Lyddon. 

Apologies from R Crosby, M Ashley and G Brown. 

Note; This meeting was held earlier than usual in order to arrange fixtures with 

the Harlow League. 

Treasurer report – the current balance is £ 70-26 and was agreed as highly 

successful. 

Outgoings included £ 30-00 to RBL and payment to reimburse P Vaineker for 

engraving the Championship and Dr Hewitt Cups. 

Insurance of trophies would be renewed ( insured for £200-00 ). 

Match Report – Harlow Div One we came 3rd equal, P 8 W 3  D 4  L 1 a very 

creditable result. 

Individual scores were S Capsey 5/8, G Lawrence 6.5/9, R Hubbard 3.5/8, T 

Wright 3.5/5, J Lyddon 2/4 and G Brown 0.5/2. 

Harlow Div Two, we are Champions, P 12  W 10  D 1 L 1. 

Individual scores were M Ashley 3/5, G Brown 8/9, F Bryan-Brown 8/8, E Leyns 

3.5/6, J Lyddon 1.0/2, A MacKenzie 2/2, R Jackson 2/3, T O’Carroll 1/1 and T 

Wright 2.5/3 and W Bane (?) ½. 

HCA Div Three, position 3rd( Just missed promotion ), P 12 W 8 ( two by default 

) D 2 L 2, Champions were Rothamsted, with runners up Hertford I. 



Two friendlies were played against Allen &Hanburys won 6-0 and Hilltop lost 

3.5 – 4.5. 

Individual results – P      W      D      L 

S Capsey                    10    3       6       1 

G A Lawrence           10    7       2       1 

R A Hubbard              7      1      3       3 

G M Brown                5       2      -       3 

T Wright                    6       3      1       2 

F Bryan-Brown        3       1       -        2 

M Ashley                  2       -        -        2 

T O’Carroll                2      1       -         1 

J Lyddon                   2       -       1        1 

E J Leyns                   1      -        -         1 

Club Championship winner, unfinished and could lead to a play off. 

At present G Lawrence ( 4.5/5 ), S Capsey ( 3.5/4). 

If S Capsey beats T Wright then there will be a play off. 

Dr Hewitt Cup winner, ( 8 games must be played ), G M Brown ( 8/10 ), runner 

up S Capsey. 

AOB – it was decided not to enter a team into the Harlow Third Division. 

Meeting closed. 

1979 

Garry Kasparov achieves sensational results. Tal has a great year. 

Nigel Short ( aged 14 ) is equal first in the British Championship, but loses on 

tie-break. 

BSCC ( 33rd ) AGM venue Royal British Legion, 9th August 1979. 

Present F Bryan-Brown ( Chairman ), E J Leyns ( Secretary ), S Capsey ( Match 

Capt. & Tournament Secretary ), G Brown ( Match Capt. ), Canon Mac Kenzie, R 

Hubbard, G Lawrence, J Lyddon and G Weston. 



Apologies R Crosby, T O’Carroll and L Fawcett. 

The Minutes were incorrect ( a copy of last year !? ), the correct minutes were 

signed the following week. 

Treasurer report – current balance £ 98-76. This was acclaimed as ‘ extremely 

satisfactory’. 

The club has 21 paid up members. 

The RBL asked for the club to support a raffle to help pay for RBL roof repairs 

that have cost £ 10,000-00. 

It was agreed to donate to the RBL an extra £ 20-00 – this would be added to 

the rent of £ 30-00. 

A letter from the treasurer was read out explaining that he had been in office 

for five years and that he would have no objections to a newer member taking 

over. 

Match Captain Report – ( S Capsey ); Stated this has been the best season 

since he became team captain. 

HCA Division Three – Champions – P 10  W 8  D 1  L 1. 

Harlow League First Division – Winners Our Team Two, runners up our Team 

One ! 

We also played a friendly against Harlow (team 2) when both our opponents 

failed to turn up! 

Individual Results –  

                                  P      W      D      L 

S Capsey                  17     6       10    1 

G A Lawrence         18     5        9     4 

R Hubbard               7       3        3    1 

P Vainker               9       6       -      3 

Club Championship winner, T O’Carroll 4.5/5, Runner up R Hubbard 4/5. 

Dr Hewitt Cup winner, ( Including handicaps and minimum qualifying games 

now 10  ), G A Lawrence, runner up J Lyddon. 



Second Team Match Report( G Brown ) – Winners Harlow Division One. 

Individual scores were, 

Canon MacKenzie (5/7), R Hubbard (4/8), J Lyddon (4/9), G Brown (3/8), F 

Bryan-Brown (2/3), E Leyns (1/1) and R Jackson (0.5/1). 

Prizes were awarded with ‘ healthy applause’ from the members. 

New Treasurer elected is J Lyddon. 

AOB – The AGM should try to avoid the holiday season ( suggested to be end of 

June or early July ). 

The Club championship will change to be an all play all. 

It was agreed to have a club room chart to show player positions in both our 

competitions. 

Meeting closed. 

1980 

A mixed year for Karpov.  England emerges as a chess power. 

Kasparov is World Junior Champion. 

BSCC ( 34th ) AGM venue Royal British Legion, 31st July 1980. 

Present F Bryan-Brown ( Chairman ), E J Leyns ( Secretary ), S Capsey ( First 

Team Capt. & Tournament Controller ), T O’Carroll, G A Lawrence, A 

MacKenzie, R Hubbard, T Wright and G Weston. 

Apologies G M Brown ( Team Captain ) and J Lyddon ( Treasurer ). 

Secretary report( E J Leyns ), highlighted the year ( no details recorded ) 

( Editors Note: This will be E J Leyns last report as Secretary, as he steps down 

after many years’ service for the club ( 1948-1980 ) ). 

Tournament Controllers Report( S Capsey ), the club championship was 

organised as an all play all of nine selected players ( American System ). 

Club Championship winner, G A Lawrence (7/8), runner up T O’Carroll and S 

Capsey ( 5/8 ). 

The other participants  were, P Vainker, J Lyddon, R Hubbard, L Fawcett, G M 

Brown and A MacKenzie. 



The Challengers Tournament winner ( Trophy donated by T C Wright ), 1st T C 

Wright (3.5/6), 2nd F Bryan-Brown (2.5/7), 3rd G Weston (2/7) and the winner 

gains promotion to the club championship 1980-81. 

Dr Hewitt Cup winner ( minimum 8 games played qualification and some 

players having an added handicap ), 1st P Vainker ( 8.5/12), 2nd G M Brown ( 

10.5/15 ), 3rd T O’Carroll ( 9/13 ) and 4th G A Lawrence ( 6/10 ). 

First Team Captain Report( HCA S Capsey ) – our first season in the HCA 

Division Two ‘ for some years’ -  and we survived P 12 W 5 D 1 L 6. 

Harlow League First Team – P 8  W 3  D 2  L 3, also played three friendlies, two 

against Allen & Hanburys and one against the ‘Old Elizabethans’ – all won. 

Individual results, 

                               P      W      D      L 

P Vainker         12       5       6       1 

G A Lawrence   22       7      10      5 

S Capsey            18      8        3       7 

T O’Carroll         11     4        3       4 

G Brown              7      5        1       1 

L Fawcett           10     4        4       2 

R Hubbard         10     1        5       4 

Another six players played in matches including G Weston P 3 W 3. 

Harlow League Second Team –P 8  W 1  D 3  L 4. 

Individual results, R Hubbard   (4/7), GM Brown (4.5/7), A MacKenzie (1.5/6), T 

Wright ( 1.5/3 ), F Bryan-Brown (1.0/4) and M Ashley (2/3). 

Treasurers Report –Membership is down from 21 to 15 ( 14 full plus 1 Junior ). 

In view of this and the need to renew some clocks, it was agreed to raise club 

subscription to £ 5-00. 

The current balance is currently £ 93-82. 

Prizes now presented to , 

Club Championship winner, G A Lawrence. 



Dr Hewitt Cup winner, P Vaineker. 

The Challenge Trophy winner, T Wright. 

Election of Officers,  

Mr E J Leyns ( Hon President ) 

He had given many years’ service to the club as Secretary and kept the club 

alive often in the face of great difficulty. 

In appreciation he was presented with an inscribed address. 

The new secretary elected, Mr S Capsey, was instructed to minute the clubs’ 

appreciation of Mr Leyns efforts on behalf of chess in general and of the club in 

particular. 

Secretary, S Capsey. 

Treasurer, J Lyddon. 

Chairman, F Bryan-Brown. 

Tournament Controller, S Capsey. 

Herts League Capt. S Capsey. 

Harlow League Team 1 Capt. G M Brown. 

Harlow League Team 2 Capt. J Lyddon. 

Meeting closed. 

1981 

Karpov comfortably defends his title.  Kasparov is joint winner of the 49th 

USSR Championship. IBM launches its PC ( Personal Computer ) this will have 

a huge effect on our lives ( especially for chess players ! ). 

BSCC ( 35th ) AGM venue Royal British Legion, 23 July 1981, 8-00pm. 

Present F Bryan-Brown ( Chairman ), E Leyns ( Hon President ), S Capsey 

Secretary, Herts Team Capt. & Tournament Controller), J Lyddon ( Treasurer & 

Harlow Lge T2 Capt.), G M Brown ( Harlow Lge T1 Capt. ), A MacKenzie, G 

Weston, G Lawrence, M Ashley, T Wright, M E Jones and L Fawcett. 

Secretary( S Capsey ) gave his first report –Congratulations to Alan MacKenzie 

on his O.B.E. awarded in Her Majesty’s Birthday Honours List. 



Congratulations to Graham Lawrence on winning the Harlow Individual 

Championship. 

Also congratulations to Terry O’Carroll on winning the Insurance Chess Club 

Major Tournament. 

Tournament Controllers Report – the club championship was again organised 

as a closed tournament with a selected group. 

Club Championship winner, T O’Carroll (6/8), runner up G A Lawrence (7/10), 

S Capsey (16/23), G Brown (12/22). 

Challengers Tournament had only 5 games played and is therefore recorded as 

a ‘no contest’. 

Dr Hewitt Cup winner, P Vainker (14.5/18), runner up G A Lawrence (7/10), 

third S Capsey (16/23), G M Brown (12/22). 

Herts League Team Captain report – P12 W3 D1 L8 we came second from 

bottom position of Division Two, however, we stay up and one of our wins was 

against the Division Two Champions, Hoddesdon. 

BCF Minor Club Championship, we played St Marys Juniors, won 3.5-1.5 then 

lost to Saxmundham  1.5-3.5. 

Three friendlies were played, verses Allenburys won 5-2, Hilltop won 3-2 and 

Old Elizabethans lost 2.5-5.5. 

Best Individual results are….  P      W      D       L 

G M Brown                              13      6       2       5 

G A Lawrence                          14      5       7      2 

S Capsey                                   16     6        5      5 

P Vainker                                  12     4        3      6 

R Hubbard                               10      2        5      3 

Harlow League Team Captains Report – P6 W5 L1. 

Results – The Hare L 0-4, Blacks W 2.5-1.5, Trinity W 3.5-0.5, Four Knights W 3-

1, RHM W 3-1 and Stortford ‘B’ W 3-1. 

Individual results – P Vainker (3.5/6), G A Lawrence (2.5/4), S Capsey (4/5), 



G M Brown (3.5/6) and L Fawcett (0/1). 

Treasurers Report – Membership is now 14 bringing in £ 66.40 

The expense of providing a cup for the Challengers Tournament was avoided 

due to the donation of the trophy by T C Wright. 

Outgoings with considerable expenditure on equipment, team registrations, 

reduced club subscriptions have made our expenses exceed our receipts 

by £ 50.00 

In spite of this an increase in our RBL donations was recommended ( now up to 

£ 40.00 ). 

Our present balance is ‘low’ at £ 43.01 

It was recommended that club subs be increased to £ 6.00 and 

for juniors £ 3.00 

Election of Officers – 

Chairman F Bryan-Brown 

Secretary S Capsey 

Treasurer J Lyddon 

Tournament Organiser S Capsey 

Herts League Captain S Capsey 

Harlow League Captain G M Brown 

In the Harlow League we may field a second team and just in case, G Weston 

was elected as Harlow Team Two Captain. 

West Herts League – Choice of team Captain deferred. 

East Herts League – F Bryan-Brown ‘bravely’ accepted captaincy. 

Next Seasons Activities –  

Herts League Division 2 – Harlow League Division 1 – BCF Minor Club 

Championship. 

In the recently established Hertford & District League ( grading limit of 130 ). 

Meeting Closed. 



1982 

Kasparov gathers momentum but political storms are brewing. 

Krogius’s comment to Kasparov is notable: ‘ We have one World Champion 

and we don’t need any other’. 

The Lucerne Olympiad is won by the USSR ahead of Czechoslovakia. 

BSCC ( 36th ) AGM venue Royal British Legion, 29th July 1982. 

Present F Bryan-Brown, S Capsey, J Lyddon, E J Leyns, A MacKenzie, G Brown, G 

Sholes, T Wright, C Gilbert, R Hubbard, T O’Carroll and G Weston. 

Apologies from M Ashley and G A Lawrence. 

Treasurers Report–Expenses RBL £ 40.00, Herts League £ 19.40, Herts Club 

Registration £ 1.00, Insurance £ 3.00, BCF Registration £ 10.50, Harlow League 

Registration £ 12.00, Adjudication Fees £ 12.50, Score Sheets £ 9.15 and Bank 

Charges £ 1.90 

Subscriptions brought in £ 81.00 and the present balance is £ 42.06 

Tournament Controller report –  

Club Championship Winner, S Capsey (3.5/5), runner up R Hubbard (3/5). 

Challengers Tournament winner, J Lyddon (4.5/5). 

Dr Hewitt Cup winner, T O’Carroll (10/14), 2nd G M Brown (7/11). 

Herts League Team Captain Report – 

Herts League Division Two, P12 W6 D1 L5. We were equal 3rd . 

BCF Minor Club Championship, lost to St Albans in round one. 

Individual scores P W D L 

G Sholes  4 2 1 1 

G M Brown  13 5 6 2 

R Hubbard  8 3 3 2 

S Capsey  13 4 5 4 

G A Lawrence 10 2 6 2 



Harlow League Team Report –Bishop’s Stortford came runners up ( no further 

details ). 

East Herts League – P14  W6  D4  L4, we lost our K.O. match ( no details ). 

Best Individual results … P W D L 

R Hubbard   14 3 6 5 

T Wright   12 4 4 4 

C Gilbert   12 7 2 3 

F Bryan-Brown  15 9 3 3 

M Ashley   8 3 2 3 

Officers elected …. 

Hon Secretary  E J Leyns 

Chairman   F Bryan-Brown 

Secretary   S Capsey 

Tournament Controller S Capsey 

Herts League Captain S Capsey 

Treasurer   J Lyddon 

Harlow League Captain T Wright 

As the Harlow League registration is expensive our team will compete at their 

own expense. 

( Editors note: 

 A semi-official team was entered into the Harlow League but for the last time ) 

1983 

Candidates cycle in crisis.  Kasparov faces a stern challenge from Korchnoi. 

Karpov wins the 50th USSR Championship. 

BSCC ( 37th ) AGM venue Royal British Legion, 21st July 1983, 8.00 pm. 



Present S Capsey ( Acting Chairman ), G Brown, G Weston, E J Leyns, R 

Hubbard, R Crosby, G Scholes, W Robb, T O’Carroll, C Gilbert, J Lyddon and M 

Brooks. 

Apologies F Bryan-Brown, G Lawrence, M Ashley, A MacKenzie and T Wright. 

Treasurers report–the current balance is £ 84.86 

Tournament Controllers report –  

The Club Championship was a selected all play all tournament, unfortunately, 

many games were unplayed. 

The winner is G Scholes (5/6). 

The Challengers Trophy – insufficient games were played to award a winner. 

Dr Hewitt Cup winner, G Scholes (9.5/11), 2nd T O’Carroll (8.5/11). 

Herts League Team Captains Report –results were rather ‘sad’,  

P12  W3  D3  L6, and again we just survive in Division Two. 

BCF Minor Club Championship – we beat Braintree 3.5-0.5, but lost to Ilford 

1.5-3.5. 

Best Individual Results P W D L 

G Sholes   7 2 4 1 

T Wright   9 5 3 1 

S Capsey   15 5 5 5 

Hertford & District League Captains report –P12 W9 D1 L2 we came runners 

up. 

We were knocked out the K.O. by Pin Green. 

Best Results were … P W D L 

C Gilbert   9 9 - - 

R Hubbard   10 5 3 2 

F Bryan-Brown  11 6 2 3 

M Ashley   10 5 3 2 



Harlow League( our last participation with a semi-official team ) – we came 

runners up. 

Club Competition future – produced a great deal of discussion! 

Dr Hewitt will remain as a ‘go as you please’ tournament. 

Most improved grade will decide the winner. 

Championship and Challengers – 

Will have a 5 round Swissto start – then top four players to be in a all play all, 

double round, tournament. 

The remaining players will continue on a Swiss basis for the Challengers trophy. 

Election of Officers …. 

President  E J Leyns 

Chairman  F Bryan-Brown 

Secretary  S Capsey 

Treasurer  J Lyddon 

Tournament Controller G M Brown 

Assistant Controller       G Scholes 

Herts League Capt. G M Brown 

Hertford & District Capt. F Bryan-Brown 

We will play in the two leagues ( as above ) and in the BCF Major Club 

Tournament. 

 BCF Registration will only be paid by those wishing to play in events needing 

them. 

Club subscriptions to remain unchanged. 

Meeting Closed. 

1984 

Kasparov fights desperately for survival in a marathon World Title Match. 

The Thessaloniki Olympiad won by the USSR, England are second. 



England’s silver medals are a sensation for a country that until 1976 had no 

Grandmasters. 

Short wins the British Championship for the first time. 

BSCC ( 38th ) AGM venue Royal British Legion, 21st June 1984, 8.00pm. 

Present F Bryan-Brown, S Capsey, J Lyddon, E J Leyns, G Scholes, MacKenzie, T 

Wright, M Ashley,  G Brown, M Brown, T Sinkinson and C Gilbert. 

Apologies R Hubbard & R Crosby. 

Secretary report – The Bishop’s Stortford Town Twinning Association 

contacted us for a ‘possible’ chess match with the Friedberg chess club. 

Information was exchanged but since then nothing has been heard. 

( Editors Note: In December 2011 the Conservative  Council voted 13 to 3 in 

favour of cancelling its twinned status with Friedberg. ) 

Treasurer Report–Largest outgoings RBL £ 50.00, Herts League 

 Registration £ 17.60. 

Largest income our subscriptions £ 84.00 

Current balance £ 108.46 

Tournament Controller( G Brown ) report – top four that qualified for the play 

off – G Scholes, A MacKenzie, T Sinkinson and S Capsey. 

The Champion qualified automatically. 

Club Championship winner, G Scholes, runner up T Sinkinson. 

Remaining players played for the Challengers Trophy. 

Winner is G M Brown, runner up T Wright, 3rd F Bryan-Brown. 

G M Brown qualified for next years Championship. 

Dr Hewitt Cup winner, S Capsey( the only time he won this cup ), 2nd T 

O’Carroll. Equal 3rd are J Lyddon & G M Brown. 

Herts League( Division 2 ),  P14 W9 D3 L2 we were runners up in the division, 

two points behind Watford. 

Best Results were  … P W D L 

G Scholes   14 7 1 6 



T Sinkinson   14 7 4 3 

S Capsey   13 5 6 2 

G M Brown   13 7 4 2 

T Wright   11 3 4 4 

Hertford & District League – we came 3rd with P10 W3 D4 L3 

Best Individual results R Hubbard (4.5/9), A MacKenzie (4/8), C Gilbert (5.5/10) 

F Bryan-Brown (5/9). M Ashley (5/8). 

Officers Elected unchanged ( see last years’ elections ). 

After discussion it was agreed ……. 

Winner of the Challenge trophy qualified for next years’ Championship. 

The Club Champion automatically qualifies for next years’ Championship. 

Will compete in next years’ BCF Major Club Tournament. 

Note: M Brown won the Daish Cup (?). 

Meeting Closed. 

1985 

Outrage as World Championship is cancelled after 48 games. 

Kasparov wins convincingly the second match 13-11. 

The first World Team Championship is played Lucerne. 

There are three Interzonals with four players from each going forward to a 

Candidates Tournament ( the first since 1962 ). 

BSCC ( 39th ) AGM venue Royal British Legion, 21st July 1985, 8.00pm. 

Present F Bryan-Brown, J Lyddon, S Capsey, M Ashley, M Brown,  G M Brown, G 

Daniel, C Gilbert and R Glew. 

Apologies A MacKenzie, G A Lawrence and T O’Carroll. 

Secretary report – In the BCF Major Team Tournament, we were K.O. first 

round by Berkhamsted and automatically were entered into the Major ‘Plate’ 

Competition, that we proceeded to win! 



Treasurer Report–Current balance £ 142.69. 

Expenses included RBL £ 50.00, Herts League Registration £ 24.50, BCF 

Registration £ 10.50 and Hertford & District League £ 4.30 

Subscriptions brought in £ 114.00 

Tournament Controller report – The qualification tournament was between  

G A Lawrence, T Sinkinson, S Capsey and G Scholes ( Champion last year ) and J 

Lyddon. 

Championship winner, Tim Sinkinson (5/6), 2nd G Scholes (3.5/4) withdrew, 3rd 

G Lawrence (3.5/7) and 4th G Brown (3/8). 

Challenge Trophy winner, T Wright. 

Dr Hewitt Cup winner ( most improved grading ), Matthew Brown. 

Hertford & District League report – P10 W6 D2 L2 and were runners up to Pin 

Green. 

Individual results… T Wright (3.5/8), R Hubbard (7.5/10), C Gilbert (6/8), F 

Bryan-Brown (6.5/10), M Ashley (4/8), G Daniel (4.5/5). 

In the K.O. Cup we lost in the semi-final to Hoddesdon. 

Hertfordshire League Division 2 – we came runners up again ( Division winners 

were Hertford ). 

Next Seasons activities –  

Club Championship – no qualifying tournament. 

Half the competitors will be in the Championship and half in the Challengers. 

There will be two up and two down promotion and relegation. 

Dr Hewitt Cup unchanged. 

We will continue to play in the Hertfordshire League ( Division 2 ) and the 

Hertford and District League. 

In view of the enhanced membership we will enter a second team into the 

Hertfordshire League. 

We will enter the BCF Major Team Tournament. 



Additional matches will be played on Tuesdays and will be booked with the 

RBL. 

The RBL donation and club subscription will be increased to £ 75.00 and £ 8.00 

respectively. 

Election of Officers –  

E J Leyns  President ( Elected for Life ) 

F Bryan-Brown Chairman 

S Capsey  Secretary 

G Daniel  Treasurer 

G M Brown  Tournament Controller 

G M Brown  Herts League Div 2 Captain 

G Daniel  Herts League Div 5 Captain 

F Bryan-Brown Hertford & District League Captain 

Meeting Closed. 

( Editors Note: the club is about to enter a period of tremendous success and 

deep despair but all works out okay, eventually ). 

1986 

Kasparov defends his title.  The Dubai Olympiad is won by the USSR and 

England are second but it is very, very close. 

BSCC ( 40th ) AGM venue Royal British Legion, 28th May 1986. 

Present F Bryan-Brown, E J Leyns, S Capsey, G Daniel, M Ashley, D Sellman, C 

Gilbert, C Swain, G M Brown, R Crosby, A MacKenzie, R Glear, R Hubbard, M 

Brown, T O’Carroll, G A Lawrence, Roy Ellames, G Scholes, D Coleman and G 

Lunn. 

Apologies T Sinkinson, T Wright and J Lyddon. 

Treasurer Report–Biggest expenses were RBL £ 75.00, 

 Shields & Trophies £ 50.00, Puller Cup entry £ 6.00, BCF Major £ 6.50, H&D 

League £ 4.00, BCF £ 19.00 and Herts League £ 37.00. 

Subscriptions brought in £ 193.00 and the balance is now £ 231.31 



Tournament Controller report –  

Club Championship winner, T Sinkinson (8/9), 2nd G Scholes (7.5/9), D Coleman 

(7/9), G Lawrence (5.5/9). 

Challenger Trophy winner, T O’Carroll (8/9), 2nd G Daniel (5.5/9), with D 

Sellman & R Hubbard both with (5/9). 

Hertford and District League report – P6 W3 D1 L2 we came runners up. 

In the Cup Competition P3 W2 and the winners! 

Individual results … 

F Bryan-Brown (6.5/7), M Ashley (3.5/9), A MacKenzie (3/5), T Wright (4/8). 

R Hubbard (4.5/7), and C Gilbert (1.5/7). 

Hertfordshire League 1st Team captains report – P14 W12 L2 we are the 

champions and winners of Division 2 and promoted to Division 1. 

BCF Major Competition = we were K.O. early. 

Hertfordshire League 2nd Team captains report – P12 W10 D1 L1 we are 

champions of Division 5 and are promoted to Division 4. 

Next Seasons Activities –  

We will enter three teams into the Hertfordshire League. 

T1 in Division 1, T2 into Division 4, T3 into Division 7. 

The BCF Major Team Competition. 

The Hertfordshire K.O. Cup. 

The Hertford & District League. 

Club Competitions will be reorganised on a League basis. 

( all play all, two rounds ) 

There will be a  

Club Championship 

Challenge Cup 

Major and Minor Tournaments. 



In view of the number of Juniors interested a ‘Junior section’ is proposed and 

will operate separately from the club night. 

Club night is still Thursday with Match night on Tuesdays. 

Election of Officers –  

No Changes from last year 

Captains are now …. 

Team 1 - Herts League Div 1 – G M Browm / T Sinkinson. 

Team 2 – Herts League Div 4 – G M Daniel. 

Team 3 – Herts League Div 7 – G M Brown 

Hertford & District League – F Bryan-Brown. 

AOB – RBL to have donation increased to £ 120.00 

Subscriptions remain at £ 8.00 

Members will pay their BCF fees. 

Editors Note: Dr Hewitt Cup ( most improved grade ) winner, G M Brown. 

Not recorded but his name is on the trophy for this year! ) 

Meeting Closed. 

Note: We have reached 40 years of club History and the facts and figures now 

become almost overwhelming – so a degree of abridging the details will be 

necessary. 

I will endeavour to extract the main important facts and record them in a 

similar format that has gone before. 

For more detailed information please consult the two AGM books and the 

excellent Club Web Site. 

1987 

Kasparov survives a scare in Seville with a 12-12 draw with Karpov.  

Viswanathan (Vishy) Anand wins the World Junior Championship. 

BSCC ( 41st ) AGM venue The Royal British Legion, 28th May 1987. 



Present F Bryan-Brown, G Daniel, J Lyddon, T O’Carroll, G Myer, M Steele, E J 

Leyns, G A Lawrence, S Capsey, R Crosby, M L Brown, D Curtis, C Gilbert, R 

Ellames, D Sellman, R Hubbard and D Coleman. 

Apologies A MacKenzie and M Ashley. 

Secretary report – rounded up the year see following reports for details. 

Treasurers Report – Largest expenses were, RBL £ 120.00, Herts League 

Registration £ 50.00, BCF Registration £ 18.00, H&D League £ 4.00, BCF Major 

Team entry £ 6.50, Puller Cup entry £ 6.00, Trophies £ 56.27, Trophy Cups £ 

21.80, Adjudication Fees £ 30.00 – Main Receipts were Subscriptions of 23 

members x £8.00 plus 4 juniors x £4.00 plus donations £ 46.00 totals £ 246.00 

Current balance £ 157.66 

Tournament Controller Report –  

Club Championship winner, D Coleman (6/6), places 2 to 5 were R Ellames 

(3.5/5), T Sinkinson (3/7), T O’Carroll (2/7) and G A Lawrence (1.5/7). 

Challengers Trophy winner, S Capsey (7/9), runner up GM Brown (6/9). 

Major Tournament winner, M L Brown. 

Minor Tournament winner, M Steele, runner up G Myer. 

Dr Hewitt Cup  ( most improved grade by games played ) winner, M L Brown, 

runner up J Lyddon. 

Hertfordshire League( Division One ), First Team Captains Report –  

Tim Sinkinson took over as G Scholer had left the District. 

P12 W7 D3 L2 ( On board 1, D Coleman was undefeated) and we are League 

Champions!! 

National Major Team Competition – we beat Letchworth but lost to High 

Wycombe. 

Hertfordshire K.O. Cup – beat Old Elizabethans 4-2, beat Welwyn 5.5-0.5, but 

lost to Hilltop 3-3 ( Board Count loss ) in the Semi-Final. 

The Puller Cup, scored 4/8 and came equal 3rd. 

Hertfordshire League( Division Four ) Second Teams Captains Report –  

P12 W11 D0 L1 ( to Hertford ) we are Division Champions by a margin of 5 pts. 



Best Individual Results, R Glew 7.5/9. P Revell 7.5/9, S Capsey 7/11, G Brown 

6/9, M Brown 4/5. 

Hertfordshire League( Division 7 ) Third team Captains report –  

P10 W 10 we came 1st with maximum points and are Division Champions by a 

margin of 7 pts. 

Team Members were, M Brown 7.5/8, D Sellman, C Swain, M Steele, G Meyer 

and M Ashley. 

Hertford and District League( H&D ) P6 W3 D1 L2 and came 2nd in the League. 

In the Cop competition we lost in the Final. 

Individual Results, R Hubbard 5/9, C Gilbert 5.5/7, F Bryan-Brown 5/8, M Steele 

3/9, M Ashley 5.5/8, J Lyddon 1.5/2, M Brown 1/1 and D Sellman 0/1. 

Next Seasons Activities, 

Enter teams in … 

Hertfordshire League Divisions 1, 3 and 6. 

May enter a junior team into Division 7. 

The H&D League 

National Club Championship. 

National Major Team Competition. 

The Russell Trophy ( Herts K.O. ) 

The Puller Cup. 

Club Competitions   …… 

Club Championship to be all play all, of six players ( single round ). Rate of play 

to be 35 moves / 1 ¼ hours. 

An individual K.O. competition will be initiated at the same playing rate. 

Dr Hewitt Cup no change. 

Continue with our challenge Cup, Major and Minor tournaments and maybe 

some quick play tournaments. 

Retain the Junior section. 



Trophies were awarded to Team One – D Coleman, R Ellames, G Moore, T 

Sinkinson, G Lawrence and D Curtis. 

Team Two – G Brown, R Glew, P Revell, S Capsey, G Daniel and M Brown. 

Team Three – M Brown, D Sellman, C Swain, M Steele, G Myer and M Ashley. 

Election of Officers – no change of committee – Captains as follows …. 

T1 T Sinkinson, T2 G M Brown, T3 G Daniel, T4 G M Brown, H&D F Bryan-

Brown. 

Extra Decisions – RBL donation to increase to £ 130.00, Club Subs to be £ 

10.00, Juniors £ 5.00. 

Adjudications to be sent only on Captains decision. 

Note: Berry Cup winner – M Brown;  Flear Trophy winner – T Sinkinson. 

Meeting Closed. 

1988 

Thessaloniki Olympiad convincingly won by the USSR, ahead of England and 

the Netherlands. 

The Grandmasters Association (GMA) begins a World Cup cycle of 

tournaments. 

Kasparov & Karpov share the 55th USSR Championship ( a very strong event ). 

BSCC ( 42nd ) AGM venue The Royal British Legion, 22nd June 1988. 

Present F Bryan-Brown, S Capsey, G Meyer, M Ashley, M Steele, D Sellman, T 

Sinkinson, T Wright, G Daniel, D Vettewinkel, G Cartwright, N Craig and C 

Swain. 

Apologies C Gilbert, R Glew, T O’Carroll, G A Lawrence and G Moore. 

Secretary’s Report – We have just completed a reasonably successful season. 

The first team ( HCA Division One ) came runners-up. 

The second team ( HCA Division Three ) are Champions and are promoted to 

Division Two. 

The third team ( HCA Division Six ) came third. 



However, R Hubbard and Lyddon have left the district and sadly Mr Edmund 

Leyns ( a founder member ) passed away recently, this is a great loss to the 

club and county chess. 

Our internal club competitions have had a ‘bad’ season, mainly due to the 

departure of G M Brown shortly after the last AGM. 

After this report the members stood in memory of E J Leyns. 

Treasurers Report – Largest expenses were RBL £130-00, Herts League £ 50.00, 

BCF Registration £ 20.00, National Club Championship £ 15.00 and adjudication 

Fees £ 16.00. 

Incoming included subsriptions £ 260.00 ( 26 Members ), donations £ 40.00. 

Our current balance is £ 194.32 

Tournament Controller – we had problems this season. 

Club Championship – some games were not played but R Ellames completed all 

his games with, it is thought, a 100% score and is the winner. 

Challengers Tournament – so few games were played it is ‘no contest’. 

Dr Hewitt Cup – again the number of games played were low, but the result 

based on players percentages of games played, plus a weighting band on 

relative gradings, produced the following result….. 

1st F Bryan-Brown ( the only time he won this cup ), 2nd R Hubbard and 3rd S 

Capsey. 

In our K.O. competition ( in the final ) T Sinkinson beat D Vettewinkel. 

In the quick-play competition on the last club night before Christmas the 

winner was Peter Dixon. 

First Team Captains Report( Herts Div 1 ) – we came runners up to Hilltop. 

National Club Championship – Round 1, we lost to Milton Keynes – Round 2 

lost to Wood Green. 

Notable achievement is David Coleman qualifying for the British Championship 

for the second year running. 

It is perhaps a matter of concern that many of the first team do not regard  

Bishop’s Stortford as their first ( and only ) club. 



Second Team Captains Report( Herts Div 3 ) – P14 W11 D1 L2. 

A result that takes the division title just ahead of a very strong Royston ( they 

outgraded us ). 

Individual results were ….  A Woodcock 5/9, P Duxon 6½/1, R Glew 6½/8, P 

Revell 4½/6, S Capsey 7½/13 and G Daniel 7½/12. 

Sharp Trophy–( Grade below 140 ) – 1st round a win by default, 2nd round beat 

Welwyn Garden City 5½  – ½ , semi-final beat St Albans 4½ - 1½ , Final we lost 

to Hilltop 2½ - 3½  ( we struggled throughout the whole evening! ). 

Peterborough National Major K.O. ( under 175 grade ) –  

1st round won by default, 2nd round beat Letchworth & Baldock 4½ - ½, 3rd 

round drew with St Albans but lost on board count. 

Third team Captains Report( Herts Div 6 ) – P13 W7 D2 L4 and achieved 3rd 

place. 

Mainstays of the team were ….. D Sellman 9/12 , C Swain 5½/9, M Ashley, M 

Steele and D Vettewinkel 4½/7.  We lost twice to Letchworth II ( strengthened 

by the withdrawal of their first team from the league ).  We were held twice to 

a draw by Allenburys. 

Hertford & District League Report – P6 W3 D1 L2 and were runners up to 

Allenburys. 

In the Cup competition P3 W2 L1, losing the final to Pin Green on board count. 

Individual scores – M Ashley 6½/7, F Bryan-Brown 4½/9, R Hubbard 3/8 and M 

Steele 4/9. 

Next Seasons Activities –  

Herts League Div 1 ( Capt. T Sinkinson ), Div 2 ( Capt. G Daniel ), Div 6 ( Capt. C 

Swain ). 

Hertford & District League and Cup competition ( Capt. F Bryan-Brown ). 

Sharp Trophy and National club competitions. 

Internal competitions no change. 

Note: RBL donation to increase to £ 140.00 and club subscription to be £ 13.00 

with Juniors £ 6.00. 



Meeting closed. 

1989 

Kasparov wins the World Cup. 

Michael Adams ( aged 17 ) wins the British Championship. 

Scientists at CERN start to develop the World Wide Web, a means to 

exchange information via the internet. 

BSCC ( 43rd ) AGM venue Royal British Legion, 6th July 1989, 8pm. 

Present F Bryan-Brown, D Allen, S Capsey, M Ashley, M Steele, N Craig,  G A 

Lawrence, R Ellames, D Vettewinkel, D Curtiss, G Daniel, T Wright, T Sinkinson, 

R Glew and C Swain. 

Secretarys Report – We had a good season – Herts League Div 1 second, Div 2 

second and Div 6 second. 

Hertford & District League we are Champions and in the K.O. Cup we came 

second. 

Tom Wright won the final ( Editors note: no further details ). 

Club attendance has been ‘patchy’ and this affected our club competitions . 

I regret to report that a much valued member G Meyer died while on holiday in 

Australia. 

Treasurer Report–Major expenses were RBL £ 140.00, Herts League £ 42.00, 

BCF £ 25.00, Adjudication Fees £ 24.00. 

Major receipts – subscriptions ( 21 members ) £ 273.00, donations ( from the E 

J Leyns estate ) £ 200.00 

Current balance £ 409.60 

Tournament Controller Report( S Capsey ) – again not all games were played, 

but there were enough to decide winners. 

Club Championship winner, Roy Ellames. 

Challengers Trophy winner, T Wright. 

The K.O. Competition R Ellames beat T Sinkinson in the Final. 

Dr Hewitt Cup – too few games were played so ‘no contest’. 



Hertfordshire League 1st team Captain Report – ( T Sinkinson ) we came second 

in division one again. 

Steve Harvey joined our team so we could have a squad of six players. 

We do need more up and coming players to support the regulars, D Coleman, 

G Moore, R Ellames and D Curtis. 

Hertfordshire League 2nd team Captain Report – ( G Daniel ) we came second 

in division two again. 

In the Peterborough Major K.O. we beat High Wycombe but lost to Cambridge 

University. 

In the Sharp Cup we beat Barnet and Hoddesdon but lost to Hemel 

Hempstead. 

Notable scores for team two …… G Daniel 8½/14. R Glew 8/12, G Lawrence 3/7, 

P Duxon 6/8, A Woodcock 4½/11 and S Capsey 4½/13. 

Hertford & District team Captain Report ( C Swain ) – P7 W3 D1 L2 and are 

league winners. We won on board games won just beating Hoddesdon and 

Allenburys who had the same points. 

In the Cup we lost to Hoddesdon in the final. 

Individual scores ….  T Wright 5/7, D Vettewinkel 2/5, M Steele 3/8, F Bryan-

Brown 5/7, M Ashley 5/6, N Jones 3/5, D Sellman 1/3, S Capsey 1/1 and R Glew 

0/1. 

Next seasons activities – 

Herts League divisions 1( Capt. T Sinkinson ), 2 ( Capt. G Daniel ) and 5 ( Capt. 

M Steele ). 

H&D League ( Capt. F Bryan-Brown ) and Cup. 

National Club K.O. competitions for teams 1 and 2. 

Internal Competitions - A club championship for 6 selected players. 

Challengers and the Dr Hewitt Cup. 

We will consider a fast chess tournament before Christmas. 

RBL to be donated £ 150.00 

Club subscription to be £ 15.00 and Juniors £ 7.00 



AOB it was noted by T Wright that R Hubbard has fallen very ill. 

( Editors note: he died on 9/12/91 ) 

The Hertfordshire Chess Association has decided to employ a Grandmaster to 

adjudicate games instead of a BCF panel – this was expected to cost £10.00 per 

adjudication!! 

Committee all re-elected. 

Meeting closed 

 

1990 

Kasparov wins an exciting World Championship Match against Karpov. 

The Novi Sad Olympiad is won by the USSR, ahead of the USA and England. 

FIDE bans smoking at all its events. 

BSCC ( 44th ) AGM venue Royal British Legion, 12 July 1990, 8pm. 

Present F Bryan-Brown, S Capsey, R Ellames, G Flack, J Lyons, M Steele, M 

Ashley, T Wright, C Swain, G Daniel and N Jones. 

Apologies D Curtis and T Sinkinson. 

Secretary’s Report–results last season have been ‘ rather variable ‘ but 

congratulations to team 1 for winning the HCA Division One and are 

Champions of the League. 

Club evenings have had ‘ very poor ‘ attendance causing disappointment in the 

club tournaments. 

The Secretary received a letter from the Friedberg Chess Club enquiring about 

a possible chess match, a reply was returned quoting names of players who are 

willing to play but have had no reply. 

Treasurer Report( G Daniel ) – Major expenses RBL £ 150.00, Herts League 

Registration £ 57.50, BCF Registration £ 22.50, Adjudication fees £ 45.00, 

Engraving £ 34.00 and room hire ( one off ) £ 28.00. 

Receipts – Subscriptions £ 298.00. 

Current balance £ 329.68 ( down from £ 409.60 ). 



Tournament Controller report( S Capsey ) –  

Club Championship winner, R Ellames 4½/5. 

Challengers winner, G Daniel 4½/5. 

Dr Hewitt Cup – was a disaster – few games played, some game results 

unknown by me due to the results card mysteriously vanishing. 

I have declared ‘ no contest ‘. 

This is my last report as controller – I hope my replacement can get better 

results. 

Herts League team 1 Captain Report ( Division One ) T Sinkinson – we have 

won the first division and are Champions of the League for the second occasion 

in four years. 

We reached the Q/F of the National Club Plate Competition. 

We also reached the S/F of the Hertfordshire K.O. Tournament. 

We won the team Jamboree in May. 

We had six regulars for a five man team – D Coleman ( who played in the 

British Championship at Eastbourne ), G Moore, R Ellames, S Harvey and 

myself. 

We should be able to retain this team more or less unchanged and with the 

usual quotient of good luck to accompany good skill, we look forward to 

another season when we can again claim to be the Hertfordshire Champions. 

( Editors note: 

Although optimistic in the future – this was to be the peak of team one 

endeavours in the League. For a few seasons more they got very, very close to 

being Champions again but soon due to the fragile formation of the team it 

could not be repeated and the unthinkable happened – relegation. ) 

Herts League team 2 Captain Report ( Division Two ) G Daniel – P12 W4 D1 L7. 

We won the Puller Cup, the team were G Moore, R Ellames, S Harvey, D Curtis, 

T Sinkinson, T Wright, N Jones and G Daniel. 

Leigh Major – drew with Barnet, lost to Hackney ‘B’ 2-3. 

Sharp Trophy – beat Hilltop 4-2, lost to Hoddesdon 2-4. 



The mainstay players for all these competitions were ….. A Woodcock 6/13, S 

Capsey 9/14, G Daniel 7/14, R Glew 4½/12 and G Brown 1/6. 

Herts League team3 Captain Report ( Division 5 ) M Steele – We have won 

promotion to Division 4 on a late adjudication result. P14 W8 D2 L4 

Main team members were N Jones 5½/12, T Wright 9½/13, M Steele 9/14, F 

Bryan-Brown 6/13 and M Ashley 7/12. 

Hertford & District League Captains Report ( F Bryan-Brown ) –P6 W3 L3 and 

were runners up to Hoddesdon. 

In the Trophy Tournament P3 W1 D1 L1 also runners up to Hoddesdon. 

Individual scores …… T Wright 5½/8, N Jones 3½/7, M Steele 3½/9, F Bryan-

Brown 3/8, M Ashley 6½/9, S Capsey 2/2, T Hammond ½/1 and D Allan ½/1. 

Herts ( U120 ) Competition – P5 W3 D1 L1. 

Beaten by Letchworth in the final 1 ½ - 3 ½ . 

Individual scores …… N Jones 3 ½ /5, M Ashley 2 ½ /4, D Allan 0/3, F Bryan-

Brown 3 ½ /5, M Steele 3/5 and P Sherrath 2/2. 

Election of Officers ….. 

Treasurer now R Jones & Team 2 Captain. 

Team 3 Captain M Steele. 

Publicity Officer S Capsey 

RBL donation to be £ 160.00 

Club subscription to increase to £ 18.00, Junior £ 9.00 

Meeting Closed 

1991 

Anand enters the World Elite. The World Cup collapses. 

The 58th USSR Championship is the last one as the Soviet Union is wound up. 

BSCC ( 45th ) AGM venue Royal British Legion, 30th May 1991, 8pm. 

Present F Bryan-Brown, M Steele, M Ashley, C Dyke, T Sinkinson, P Sherrath, T 

Wright, S Capsey, L Brown and C Swain. 



Apologies D Curtis ( moved to Stevenage ), R Ellames, D Sellman, L O’Donnell, N 

Jones and S Harvey. 

Secretary Report – S Capsey, last report as Secretary )Members are now 

“Invited” to join the RBL so as to comply with the Licensing Act. ( Note: the bar 

is available for visiting teams ). 

A disturbing feature was the poor attendance at the club that may have 

connections with the patchy results in our matches. 

I feel that if regular team members attended more often the additional 

practice would be beneficial to club results. 

Treasurer Report( byN Jones but no longer with the club )–In future annual 

subscription will be split into payment to the Club and to the RBL.  Most 

members having now joined the RBL.   

Expenses have been RBL £35.85, HCA & BCF Registrations £82.50, RBL 

Membership £68.40, Entry fees for Leigh National Open + Major + Puller Cup + 

H&D League £40.00, Boards and Chess sets £125.00. 

Incoming have been club subscriptions £366.00, Donations £61.20. 

Closing balance £182.84 

Subscriptions will now be £12.00 for the club plus £6.00 to the RBL. 

Tournament Controller Report( T Wright ) – 

Club Championship winner, Roy Ellames. 

Challengers Cup winner, Neville Jones ( who has since left the club ) 

Dr Hewitt Cup winner, G Daniel ( who has since left the club ) 

Again the number of games played in our competitions was rather 

disappointing. 

Herts League team 1 Captain Report ( T Sinkinson ) – P12 W9 D1 L2 and came 

runners up to Watford. 

Hertfordshire K.O. Cup – won two rounds but lost the semi-final match. 

National Club and Plate – we came up against two much stronger teams and 

lost both after two hard fights! 



Regretably, we must return the Division One Trophy but with a similar team 

next year we should be able to gain the Championship back again. 

Regular team members were D Coleman, G Moore, R Ellames, S Harvey and T 

Sinkinson. 

Herts League team 2 Captain Report ( N Jones ) – we have had a dismal year 

and it looks as if we will be relegated back to the third division next season. ( 

no further details ) 

Herts League team 3 Captain Report ( M Steele ) – Over the last four seasons 

the third team had promotions from division 7 (1986-7) to the present division 

4 but halfway into last season some players were no longer available and on 

several occasions we were lucky to get five players.Indeed for some matches 

we had only four. 

P12 W2 D1 L9 individual scores were M Steele 3/12, M Ashley 3½/10, C Swain 

5/11, F Bryan-Brown 2½/ 5 and D Allen 2½/5. 

I feel it will be difficult to maintain a third team through next season. 

Hertford & District League Captain Report ( M Steele on behalf of F Bryan-

Brown ) – P8 W1 D0 L7 due to the ‘ indisposition ‘ of F Bryan-Brown I took over 

the captaincy.  Individual scores of note are M Steele 3½/8, M Ashley 2½/8. 

Division winners were Pin Green followed by Hoddesdon, Allenburys, 

Stevenage and finally us. In the quickplay we came 4th. 

Presentation of Trophies – none given as they did not attend. 

Next Seasons Activities– 

Internal competitions as present. 

Herts League – only two teams to enter. 

Herts K.O. competition. 

Hertford & District League. 

National Club and Major competitions. 

Election of Officers –  

Chairman   F Bryan-Brown    Team 1 Capt. T Sinkinson 

Secretary T C Wright  Team 2 Capt. M Steele 



Treasurer M Ashley / P Sherratt H&D Capt. M Steele 

Tournament Controller T C Wright 

AOB – It was agreed that the club should be a non-smoking venue for matches. 

Meeting Closed 

1992 

Fischer is back after a 20 year break. Short beats Karpov in the Candidates 

semi-finals. The Manila Olympiad is won by Russia. 

Mikhail Tal and Samuel Reshevsky pass away. 

BSCC ( 46th ) AGM venue Royal British Legion, 30th July 1992, 8pm. 

Present F Bryan-Brown, T Wright, P Sherratt, M Ashley, R Ellames, C Swain, M 

Steele, S Capsey, N Courtman and A Crowther. 

Apologies T Sinkinson and D Rutter. 

Secretarys Report( T Wright ) – The meeting was informed of the passing away 

of Ronald Hubbard. 

The league matches ( sometimes two a week ) plus family and business 

commitments have caused club evening attendances to be disappointing 

again. 

Three new members have joined but to attract some past members back the 

AGM minutes and next season’s activities will be sent to them. 

Treasurer Report( M Ashley ) – Current balance £266.20 with subs bringing in 

£249.30 

Tournament Controller Report( T Wright ) – Apologised for the late start of all 

internal competitions.  It was due to his attempt to enlarge the tournaments 

and make them more representative of the overall membership. 

This attempt failed. 

Club Championship winner, Roy Ellames ( 5th successive year ) 4/4. 

The Challengers Cup winner, David Rutter 4/4. 

Dr Hewitt Cup winner, Tom Wright. 



Herts League team 1 Captain Report ( T Sinkinson ) – A poor season due to 

difficulty in getting our best side to play ‘ on many ‘ occasions. We achieved 5th 

position in division One. 

Herts League team 2 Captain Report ( M Steele ) – We came 5th in division 

three. P14 W3 D6 L5 

It was much easier to find players throughout the season ( Note: team 3 

disbanded ). 

Individual results of note ….. R Glew 9½/14, S Capsey 6/13, M Steele 5/10, P 

Duxon 5/9, T Wright 3½/ 11 and C Swain 3/7. 

Sharp Trophy – we were beaten by Hoddesdon in Rd 1. 

Hertford & District League Captain Report ( M Steele ) – P8 W5 D0 L3 

We are runners up to Hoddesdon. 

U120 – lost to Stevenage in Rd 1. 

Lucas Cup – all our entries K.O. in early rounds. 

Jamboree – An event where each member of a team plays a member of a 

different team.  A win for us! 

Individual scores in the league of note ……  S Capsey 5½/8, R Glew 3/7, M 

Steele 5/7, M Ashley 5.7, F Bryan-Brown 4/5 and C Swain 2/4. 

Next Seasons Activities –  

Herts League division 1 and division 3. 

H&D League. 

Various HCA K.O. competitions. 

National club competition. 

No change to our internal competitions. 

Election of Officers – no changes. 

AOB – maintain our no smoking ban and display a suitable sign! 

The HCA alteration of match rules states that ‘ Allegro ‘ finishes can now be 

played in league matches, providing both captains agree at the start of the 

match. 



In addition, either player can insist on playing on in a second session, with the 

player wishing to continue travelling to the opponent venue. 

Meeting Closed 9.20pm 

1993 

Kasparov and Short split from FIDE starting a period of chaos in international 

chess. FIDE remove them from their rating list and hold their own world 

championship match between Karpov and Timman. 

BSCC ( 47th ) AGM venue Royal British Legion, 30th September 1993, 8pm. 

Present F Bryan-Brown, S Capsey, N Jones, T Wright, R Young, P Duxon, R Glew, 

M Steele, G Lawrence, D Richardson, P Sherratt and N Courtman. 

Apologies M Ashley, T Sinkinson, R Ellames and C Swain. 

Secretary Report ( T Wright ) – Membership is static, maybe we are 

undertaking too much chess outside the club to expect completion of our 

internal competitions. 

Treasurer Report( M Ashley ) – Subscriptions brought in £286.00. 

Main expenses were RBL £76.20, HCA League £78.51, National entry fee 

£39.00, engraving £9.10. 

Current balance is £337.37 

Tournament Secretary Report( T Wright ) – Although a small amount of games 

had been played, results have been achieved. 

Club Championship winner, T Sinkinson 3/4, joint runners up N Jones and T 

Wright. 

The Challengers Cup winner, F Bryan-Brown 5/6, runners up N Courtman and C 

Swain. 

Dr Hewitt Cup winner, M Steele 8 ½ pts. 

S Capsey had the same score but placed second, on handicap. 

Herts League team 1 Captain Report ( T Sinkinson ) – Division One - We 

finished in mid-table position. 



There was a most unpleasant incident between us and St Albans over a 

defaulted match.  The problem could not be solved by the county appeals 

committee.  A special meeting was called at which our claim was upheld. 

St Albans would not accept this decision. 

In order to avoid a split within the HCA, we agreed to replay the match and a 

new date was agreed.  However, three days before that date St Albans 

defaulted again.  So far we have not received an apology from the HCA or St 

Albans. 

Herts League team 2 Captain Report ( M Steele ) – Division Three –  

P14 W7 D3 L4 

Notable individual scores .  P Duxon 10½/11, S Capsey 7½/13, M Steele 4½/11, 

T Wright 4/10, R Glew 3/12 and N Jones 5/8. 

U125 K.O. – we lost to Royston in Rd 1. 

‘Leigh Interests’ National Club Championship( Major ) – 

Round 1 - lost to Kingston ½-4½ 

Then in the ‘plate’ we won by default against Peterborough who withdrew 

after their captain E D Rogers died just before the match. 

Round 2 – lost to Thanet 1-4. 

Hertford & District League Captain Report ( M Steele ) –P8 W6 D0 L2 and we 

are winners of the League, by beating Hoddesdon by 2 points. 

Notable individual scores … S Capsey 5/8, M Steele 6½/8, M Ashley 3/7, P 

Duxon 3/7, N Jones 3/6 and F Bryan-Brown 3/4. 

Lucas Cup – Neville Jones lost to J Marshall ( Hoddesdon ) in final round. 

Quick-play, winner Pin Green, 2nd Hoddesdon, 3rd Allenburys, B/S 4th. 

Jamboree – Pin Green and us both 3 ½ points, but they won on board count. 

Note the Club Championship Cup had not been returned and could could not 

be presented. 

Next Season’s activities –  

Same League competitions. 



Election of Officers – no change. 

AOB – none  Meeting Closed  8.55pm 

1994 

The PCA organises a series of high-profile Grand Prix ( Quickplay knockout ) 

events. 

Karpov dominant at Linares( an elite tournament ). 

The Moscow Olympiad is won by Russia ahead of Bosnia & Herzegovina. 

The Channel Tunnel, linking Britain and France, opens. 

BSCC ( 48th ) AGM venue Royal British Legion, 7th July 1994, 8pm. 

Present – 12 members ( no further details ). 

Apologies P Sherratt, R Ellames and T Sinkinson. 

Secretary Report ( T Wright ) – It was announced that Sid Capsey a well 

respected and long standing member had passed away during the year. 

 Club attendance over the last couple of years has been about ten members 

and membership remains static. 

Fortunes were mixed in the leagues.  Team 1 just missed winning HCA division 

One.  Team 2 only just avoided relegation in division three. Our H&D team 

were joint winners of the league but placed second to Bumbles Green on 

games won count. 

Treasury Report( M Ashley ) – Subscriptions brought in £315.00 and current 

balance is £393.16. 

There will be no increase in annual subs of £18.00 senior and £9.00 junior. 

Tournament Controller( T Wright ) – 

Club Championship winner, F Bryan-Brown, 2nd T Wright. 

Challengers Cup winner, N Courtman 3½/4, 2nd M Steele 3/4. 

Dr Hewitt Cup winner, T Wright 7/9, 2nd M Steele. 

Herts League team 1 Captain Report ( T Sinkinson ) – P12 W6 D4 L2 

Even though out graded on all occasions our helping team two players 

performed well for us in division one. 



We look forward with confidence to next season. 

Herts League team 2 Captain Report ( M Steele ) – P13 W 4 D1 L8 

It was neck-and-neck at the bottom of division three. We chose only to claim a 

draw against a defaulted match verses Hilltop, we now are relegated to 

division four. 

Sharp Cup – Round 1 lost to Hertford 2-4. 

U125 Cup – Round 1 lost to Hemel Hempstead 2-3 

Leigh National (Intermediate) – Round 1 lost to Bedford 0-5. 

In the ‘Plate’ – Round 1 lost to Fulham 1½ - 3½. 

Individual scores of note …. R Glew 7/12, M Steele 4/12, S Capsey 3½/10, 

N Jones 3½/9 and D Duxon 4½/7. 

Hertford & District League Captain Report ( M Steele ) – P12 W8 D2 L2 

Shared top place with Bumbles Green 18 pts each but we are 2nd due to their 

higher games won count. 

Jamboree – won by Bumbles Green, we came joint last 6th. 

Quickplay – won by Bumbles Green, 2nd Pin Green, joint 3rd B/S and 

Hoddesdon. 

Lucas – won by Len Jones ( Pin Green ), of our entrants only Chris Swain 

survived to the semi finals. 

Individual results of note ….  S Capsey 7/11 and undefeated, M Steele 9/10 and 

undefeated, R Young 2½/6, M Ashley 4½/7, F Bryan-Brown 3/5, N Jones 2/4 

and D Winstone 3/5. 

Other players who participated were S Taylor, R Bragg, N Courtman and A Ali. 

Due to work commitments Melvin Steele will be moving away from the district 

and therefore leaving the club. 

Next Seasons Activities –  

Herts League divisions 1 and 4. 

H&D League. 

Internal Competitions no change. 



Election of Officers –  

Chairman  F Bryan-Brown  Team 1 Capt. T Sinkinson 

Secretary T Wright   Team 2 Capt. N Courtman 

Treasurer M Ashley   H&D League Capt. S Taylor 

Tournament Controller T Wright 

AOB – none   Meeting Closed. 

1995 

Kasparov retains the PCA World Title against Anand.  

Mikhail Botvinnik and Lev Polugaevsky pass away. 

The Kasparov verses Fritz match is rendered farcical when the referee, 

Stewart Reuben rules that an operator’s error in entering a move must stand. 

BSCC ( 49th ) AGM venue Royal British Legion, 12th October 1995, 8pm. 

Present 12 members ( No details recorded ). 

Apologies T Sinkinson, G Lawrence and M Ashley. 

Secretary Report( T Wright ) – There was very little to report! 

It has been a poor year for attendances and membership.  It was suggested 

that the club now had too many teams for its membership. 

This has caused heavy commitments for the active members and both HCA 

teams were relegated. 

Treasurer Report( M Ashley ) –report read out by the secretary. 

We are sound financially entirely due to the handsome bequest left to us by 

the executers of the Sidney Capsey estate. 

Expenses exceeded income due to engraving cups and great difficulty in 

collecting subs from a certain number of first team players. 

I propose the club annual subscription be increased to £20.00 adults and 

£10.00 juniors. 

Current balance is £553.39 

Tournament Controller Report ( T Wright ) –  



Club Championship winner, T Wright 5½/8, 2nd R Young 5/8. 

Challengers Cup – unfinished and declared void ‘no contest’. 

Dr Hewitt Cup winner, S Taylor 6 ½ /9, 2nd N Courtman 7/10. 

Junior Trophy winner, C Lavisa 4/4, 2nd K Devoti. 

Herts League team 1 Captain Report ( T Sinkinson ) – Our worst year for a 

number of seasons, we are relegated from Division One. 

( No further details ) 

Herts League team 2 Captain Report ( N Courtman ) – Not the most 

outstanding season for the second team. P10 W2 D2 L6 and we are relegated 

to Division Five. 

The core of the team consisted of just six players. 

T Wright had to stay in the first team after just three matches. 

Individual performances ……  Ron Young 3½/8, Steve Taylor 4½/10, N 

Courtman 4½/9, Max Ashley 2½/6, Brian Smith 1/5 and F Bryan-Brown 1½/7. 

Hertford & District League Captain Report ( S Taylor ) – P12 W10 D2 L0 

unbeaten and Champions! 

Jamboree – we won 4/5. 

Quickplay – we came a modest 3rd. 

Special thanks to our Brd 1 R Young, Brd 2 T Wright, Brd 3 to 5 M Ashley, F 

Bryan-Brown, N Courtman, B Smith, S Taylor and D Winstone. 

Activities for next season –  

Herts League teams for divisions 2 and 5 

H&D League 

Internal competitions unchanged. 

Election of Officers – unchanged. 

AOB – none    Meeting Closed 9pm. 

1996 

Kasparov beats Deep Blue, after losing the first game. 



Topalov has a great year. 

 The Erevan Olympiad is won by Russia ahead of the Ukraine, USA and 

England. 

BSCC ( 50th ) AGM venue Royal British Legion, 10th October 1996, 8pm. 

Present 10 members ( names not recorded ) 

Apologies M Ashley and T Sinkinson. 

Secretary Report( T Wright ) – There was very little to report. 

The general decline reported last year had continued. 

Again there has been a fall in membership. 

Treasurer Report( read by the Secretary ) – Main expenses were HCA £60.45, 

RBL £140.00, RBL Donation £50.00, Engraving and Cups £55.23. 

Receipts are only club subscriptions £336.00 

Current balance is £587.10 

No change for the club subscriptions. 

Tournament Controller ( T Wright ) – No internal competitions had been 

completed for this season. 

Herts League team 1 Captain Report ( T Sinkinson ) – no report received. 

The team is relegated to Division Three. 

Herts League team 2 Captain Report ( N Courtman ) – P12 W2 D2 L8 

Another disappointing season for the second team. 

Ron Young and Tom Wright were both quickly lost to the first team. 

There will be no second team next season. 

Individual performances ….  R Young 3/4, T Wright 3½/6, S Taylor 4½/10, N 

Courtman 2½/8, B Smith 2½/8, D Winstone 2½/7, C Lavisa 1/2, C Devoti 0/1, M 

Brooks 1½/3, F Bryan-Brown 0/2, M Ashley ½/2. 

Hertford & District League Captain Report ( S Taylor ) –P11 W10 D1 L0 

Champions again!   Unbeaten and won by 7 points! 



Individual performances …  R Young 7½/9, S Taylor 7/9, N Courtman 5½/6, M 

Ashley 3/4, D Winstone 4/6, T Wright 5½/7, other players were M Brooks, K 

Devotti, B Smith and C Lovisa. 

Lucas Cup – won by Ron Young. 

Jamboree – won by Hoddesdon, we were joint 2nd with Pin Green. 

Quickplay – won by Hoddesdon, 2nd Stevenage and 3rd B/S. 

Ron Young is to depart our club so we will be weakened for an attempt to win 

the H&D league three times in a row. 

No club trophies awarded in this AGM. 

Due to the decline in membership activities for next season are ….. 

Herts League 1 team division 3. 

H&D League 1 team. 

Internal competitions would continue. 

Election of Officers –  

Chairman F Bryan-Brown 

Secretary T Wright 

Treasurer  M Ashley 

HCA team Capt.  N Courtman ( in division 3 ) 

H&D team Capt.  S Taylor 

Tournament Controller T Wright 

AOB – none    Meeting Closed  9.10pm. 

1997 

Kasparov loses a bizarre rematch against Deep Blue. 

FIDE brings in a new K.O. format for its World Championship. 

The European Team Championship is won by England on a tie break from 

Russia. 

Miguel Najdorf and Erich Eliskases pass away. 



Britain hands Hong Kong over to China. 

BSCC ( 51st ) venue Royal British Legion, 18th September 1997, 8pm. 

Present 11 members ( names not recorded ) 

Secretary Report – Another poor season – no matters to report. 

Treasurer Report – Main expenses were HCA £31.35, RBL donation £50.00, RBL 

subscription £ 110.00, trophies £46.54 and H&D league £19.00 

Incoming subscriptions £190.00 

Current balance is £530.11 

Tournament Controller Report – No tournaments were completed – any 

games played are void – no trophies to present. 

Herts League Captain Report – P12 W0 D3 L9 

Another poor season and we are relegated to division four. 

Summary of individual performances ….  R Young 3/6, T Wright 3½/12, S Taylor 

3½/6, C Lovisa 3½/5, N Courtman 3/10, B Smith 2/9, M Ashley ½/5, M Brooks 

1/3, F Bryan-Brown 1/3 and D Winstone 0/1. 

Herts & District League Captain Report – P12 W4 D3 L5 

Finished second from bottom. ( no player details recorded ) 

No presentation of club trophies. 

Next season trophies will be awarded for more than four games played. 

Election of Officers – no change. 

AOB – none      Meeting Closed 9.15pm. 

 

Editors Note: 

In this club history we can see that during the last few years we are 

experiencing a tough time due to the coming and going of our most 

experienced players. 

This is only natural for any chess club but our fortunes have taken a real nose 

dive since the heady Championship winning days. 



Anyclub relies on the steady, reliable and lasting control from its committee to 

keep finding the enthusiasm and energy to compete in our county leagues and 

none can fault the dedication and commitment that we have seen over the last 

50 years. 

We have a lot to admire and acknowledge for the success of the past because 

without that foundation we would not be where we are today. 

Slowly the names are changing due to many reasons ( that’s life as they say ) 

but the next few years of this history are going to be even tougher than before 

for our club to survive. 

We are so fortunate that there were members able and willing to step up and 

keep the club going until as luck ( or fate ) decided, a new wave of dedicated 

players became club members and started a new era of success for the BSCC. 

 

1998 

Anand dominates tournament chess. 

The Classical World Championshiphas a series of major problems and is in 

chaos.   The Elista Olympiad is won by Russia ahead of Ukraine and Israel. 

Kasparov and Topalov draw an ‘Advanced Chess’ match 3-3, in which players 

are allowed to use a computer, both as database and for analytical 

assistance. 

Efim Geller and Laszlo Szabo pass away. 

BSCC ( 52nd ) AGM venue Royal British Legion, 3rd December 1998, 8pm. 

Present - only 7 members attended only six recorded. 

B Smith, T Wright, N Courtman, M Ashley, D Fletcher and F Ahamed. 

Apologies S Taylor, D Gibson and T O’Carroll. 

The Secretary ( T Wright ) opened the meeting in the absence of the Chairman. 

A short statement was made informing the members of the death or our 

President and Chairman Freddie Bryan-Brown on the 19/11/97. 

A short period of silence was observed in remembrance. 



In accordance with the club constitution nominations were requested for a 

new Chairman. 

Mr B P Smith was nominated by M Ashley and seconded by N Courtman and 

duly elected and took the Chair for rest of the meeting. 

Secretary Report( T Wright ) – Not one of the clubs better years. The loss of 

Freddie Bryan-Brown who had recorded over thirty years service will not be 

easily replaced. 

There has been a continuing decline in club membership yet despite falling 

numbers we managed, for the first time in four years, to complete two of the 

clubs competitions. 

In addition we played in all but one of our league fixtures. 

The club also supplied players for the Hertfordshire County teams at various 

levels. 

Special mention for C Lovisa playing in the Herts League and also T Wright 

playing for the U150 team. 

Treasurer Report( M Ashley ) – Subscriptions brought in £110.00 and there is a 

‘ reasonable ‘ balance of £444.02 so no increase in club subs. 

Tournament Controller( T Wright ) – For the first time in some years the club 

championship was completed. 

Club Championship winner, T Wright 7½/9, 2nd N Courtman 4½/7, 3rd M Ashley 

3/5. 

The Challenger Cup was not competed due to lack of interest. 

Dr Hewitt Cup winner, T Wright 7½/9, 2nd N Courtman 4½/7, 3rd M Ashley 3/5. 

It was noted that T Wright first won the Hewitt Cup in 1972-3 some 26 years 

ago! 

Herts League team Captain Report, Division 4 ( N Courtman ) – P12 W3 D0 L9 

We scored just enough points to stay in division 4. 

Tom Wright 2/10, B Smith 4½/10, N Courtman 2½/9 and Chris Lovisa ( our 

board 1 ) 3½/9 held the team together. 



Freddie Bryan-Brown gave his final performance 1/1 verses Watford on 

10/11/97 shortly before passing away. 

Unfortunately, it looks as though the difficulty of finding enough players to 

make up a side on every occasion is set to continue through next season. 

Hertford & District League Captain Report ( S Taylor ) – P14 W7 D3 L4 

We finished 3rd in the league, which is reasonable considering the number of 

players available. 

Individual scores were …..  T Wright 10/13, S Taylor 2/4, N Courtman 6½/10, B 

Smith 7½/13, M Ashley 3½/9, M Brooks 3/5, K Dovoti 1/4, D Gibson 1/1 and F 

Bryan-Brown 1/1. 

Next Seasons Activities – 

Leagues with same teams. 

Internal competitions still the long standing events. 

Dr Hewitt games would not be graded to encourage play between players of 

differing strengths. 

Election of Officers – all re-elected. 

AOB –The Secretary announced the death of the County Congress Organiser J 

Glymore Jones in November. 

An earlier AGM would be organised for next year. 

A match verses the B.S. Boys High School was proposed. 

Meeting Closed 8.55pm 

1999 

Kasparov reconfirms his dominance. 

Three World Championships now in disarray. 

Anand routs Karpov 5-1 in an ‘Advanced Chess’ match. 

It is clear that Karpov has no useful experience with databases and is unable 

to use computer analytical assistance. 

Kasparov plays against the World on the Internet. 

BSCC ( 53rd ) AGM  



Minutes of this meeting could not be found – the reason will be made clear 

within the next few pages. 

See AGM 2000 point 2 and also AGM 2001 point 1 (b). 

1(b) states the following…… 

1) Not possible to trace any record of 1999 AGM due to the death of T 

Wright. 

2) We did in the event field a team in the Herts League Division 5. 

3) No internal club competitions took place. 

4) A close season  ( July / August ) has now become established. 

5) Rose Wright ( The widow of Tom ), has in fact presented a Cup in Tom’s 

name to the Hertfordshire Chess Association ( HCA ). 

Treasurer Report – recorded subs of £145.00 and a balance of £424.02 

 

BSCC Extraordinary General Meeting, Royal British Legion, 16th March 2000 

Present Brian Smith, M Ashley, N Courtman and D Gibson. 

Meeting was called on account of the passing of Tom Wright who had been 

Secretary of the club for some 10 years and a member for some 30 years. 

N Courtman was elected Secretary and he also agreed to continue as captain 

of the Herts League team. 

Finances are generally in a healthy state. 

Recruitment was discussed. 

A closed summer season was suggested and adopted. 

The date for the next AGM was fixed for 15th June 2000. 

Meeting Closed. 

2000 

Russia and Germany win top medals at the 34th Olympiad in Istanbul. 

World Championship shock, Kasparov is beaten by Kramnik. 

BSCC ( 54th ) AGM venue Royal British Legion, 15th June 2000, 8pm. 



PresentB Smith ( Chairman ), M Ashley ( Treasurer ), N Courtman ( Secretary 

and Herts Team Captain ) and D Gibson. 

Apologies G Lunn and Laurie Mercer. 

A Period of silence was observed in memory of Tom Wright. 

The minutes of the 1999 AGM were not available on account of T Wright 

passing. 

Secretary Report – it was stated that the number of club members was now at 

a crucially low level. 

( Note: only four members are at this AGM the lowest ever ) 

Treasurer Report – Subscriptions in £150.00 and current balance is £391.68 

Club subscriptions will stay at £20.00 per member and £10.00 concessions. 

Tournament Report – no internal tournaments had been held. 

Herts League team Captain Report ( Division 5 ) – P12 W6 D1 L5 

We finished mid-table 4th out of 7 teams. 

The very sad loss of Tom Wright was the main feature of the season and it 

overshadowed the chess itself. 

Stevenage kindly offered us the double default after Tom failed to show for the 

match in January. 

We have two new team members George Lunn and Laurie Mercer. 

Our regular team throughout has included ….. 

N Courtman, B Smith, G Lunn and M Ashley. 

Laurie joined us on top board alongside Tom then carried on without him. 

We are faced with a pool of only 5 players for the team next season. 

( Editors Note:  Robert Crichton, Nick Alexander, Felix Balthsar and Don Gibson 

joined the team squad during season 2000-2001 ) 

Next Seasons Activities –  

Some doubt on our availability to field a team next season. 

Internal Competition – club championship to be a double round all play all. 



Challenge cup will be a quick play event. 

Club will not open July and August. 

Recruitment – details are in various publications and web site. 

N Courtman will contact the HCA regarding a memorial Trophy from Tom 

Wrights widow. 

Meeting Closed. 

2001 

Tony Miles passed away. 

BSCC ( 55th ) AGM venue Royal British Legion, 12th July 2001, 8pm. 

Present B Brown, M Ashley, N Courtman, L Mercer, D Allen and G Lawrence. 

Apologies G Lunn, D Gibson and R Crichton. 

Secretary Report – commented on the poor attendance on club nights. 

Treasurer Report – Subscriptions brought in £140.00 the balance is currently 

£360.00 and subscriptions will stay at £20.00 ( £12.00 for RBL and £8.00 for 

BSCC ). 

Herts League Captain Report – P12 W3 D2 L7 we finished 6th of 7 teams and 

stay in division 5. 

Individual performances …..  G Lunn 5/9, N Courtman 3½/7, M Ashley 4/7, L 

Mercer 2/5, B Smith 1½/5, R Crichton ½/2, N Alexander 1/1, F Balthasar 0/1 

and D Gibson 0/1. 

Next Seasons Activities – 

Herts League division 5. 

Club Championship all play all for about 6 players. 

Dr Hewitt Cup ( games of at least 1 hr duration ). 

Election of Officers – 

President/Chairman  Brian Smith 

Secretary   N Courtman 

Treasurer   M Ashley 



Match Captain  N Courtman 

AOB – We have said no to the Herts League to play matches as late as June. 

Fixture dates to avoid will be Thursday after Christmas and Thursday before 

Easter. 

Get the internal competition Cups engraved and up to date. 

Meeting Closed 9.15pm. 

2002 

35th Olympiad Bled Slovenia. Russia and Hungary win top medals. 

BSCC ( 56th ) AGM venue Royal British Legion, 4th July 2002, 8pm. 

Present B Smith, N Courtman, M Ashley, D Gibson, D Allen and Nigel Kerby. 

Apologies M Green, 

Matters arising from last minutes were all reports for 1998-9 cannot be traced 

and cup engraving would take place imminently. 

The Secretary apologised that Maundy Thursday featured in the fixtures! 

Secretary Report – Membership is now 11 adults and 2 Juniors. 

We still can only support one league team. 

We are unable to enter a team into the H&D League (under 125 league). 

Treasurer Report – Subs in are £240.00 and we have a balance of £418.22 

Tournament Report –  

Club Championship 4 player all play all with contenders M Ashley, N Courtman, 

N Kerby and L Mercer. 

Winner is N Courtman. 

Challengers Cup – not contested. 

Dr Hewitt Cup ( For most points gained over the season )  

Winner N Kerby 5/5. 

Christmas Quick Play – winner ( and organiser ) N Kerby runner up G Lunn. 

Herts League Captain Report ( Division 5 ) – ( N Courtman ) P12 W5 D1 L6 



As two teams are being relegated from this division we are playing in Division 6 

next season. 

We had a very encouraging start with a good pool of players so we had 

reasonably high expectations. 

Disaster struck at the very end of the season when we lost to both Barnet 

Elizabethan teams. 

A Special mention for Nigel Kerby who played in every match and who showed 

a great deal of enthusiasm in promoting the club as well. 

My thanks also go to those regulars who each made a very valuable 

contribution, L Mercer, R Crichton, J Lunn and M Ashley. 

Individual player scores …….  L Mercer 3½/7, N Kerby 3½/12, G Lunn 4½/7, N 

Courtman 6/10, R Crichton 5/9, M Ashley 3½/5 N Alexander 1/1, G Lawrence 

1/1, M Green 1½/4, D Allen ½/3. 

Next Season – my wish list ( N Courtman ) –  

1 More members to join our club. 

2 A return to Division 5. 

3 Better attended club nights. 

4 More fiercely contested internal competitions. 

We can all dream ………. 

Next Seasons activities – 

Club Championship ( for higher graded players ) games at 80 mins each. 

Challengers Cup ( for all other members ) games 80 mins each. 

The Dr Hewitt Cup for all, at 60 mins each. 

A number of club evenings should be put aside for playing internal 

competitions. 

A Tournament controller be appointed – N Courtman elected. 

Election of Officers –  

President/Chairman  B Smith 

Secretary                      N Courtman 



Match Captain and Tournament Controller   N Courtman 

Treasurer      M Ashley 

Meeting closed   9.30pm. 

2003 

BSCC ( 57th ) AGM venue Royal British Legion, 26th June 2003, 8pm. 

Present B Smith, M Ashley, K Castle, N Courtman, P Kenning, N Kerby, L 

Mercer, P Miller, J Spencer and R Williams 

Apologies D Gibson and A Trent. 

Matters Arising – It was raised with the Herts League Secretary ( John Leake ) 

the matter of a player, playing for two teams in the same division. 

It was confirmed by him that nothing in the rules prevent this. 

Secretary Report – ( N Courtman ) Membership is 17 adults and 1 junior, a gain 

of 5 members must be set against a loss of at least 2 adult members. 

We have also seen new faces who have not stayed. 

Hertfordshire League – promotion with a 100% winning match record. 

Internal competitions – none played, they are still a major problem and we 

need a vigorously active tournament controller. 

Treasurer Report – ( M Ashley ) Subs brought in £350.00 and we now have a 

current balance of £361.12 

Subscriptions for next year are £25.00 adults, £10.00 juniors. 

We should advertise in the local press again as this generated a huge amount 

of interest last season although comparatively few stayed with the club. 

N Kerby and K Castle agreed to share the cost. 

Herts League team Captain Report ( N Courtman ) – P12 W12 a 100% match 

score. We are Champions of division 6. 

After our dismal relegation from division 5, highly graded players ( Paul 

Kenning and Ken Castle ) joined our team and it became clear we had an 

excellent chance of being promoted straight back.  We not only achieved this 

but won all our matches. 



Individual results of note ……    P Kenning 8/10, L Mercer 8/10, P Miller 8½/10, J 

Spencer 5½/8, N Courtman 5½/8, K Castle 2½/3, M Ashley 1½/3 and N Kerby 

2/2. 

Next Seasons Activities –  

Herts League division 5. 

H&D League ( under 140 ). 

Enter a club K.O. tournament. 

Fewer internal club competitions ( to be played as rapid play events). 

Appoint a tournament controller. 

Start a junior club ( K Castle to run it ). 

Election of Officers –  

President/Chairman Brian Smith 

Secretary   N Courtman 

Treasurer   M Ashley 

Herts Team Captain K Castle 

H&D Team Captain J Spencer 

Tournament Controller P Miller 

AOB – Club to reopen after a summer break 4th September. 

Junior club to also start on the date. 

Meeting closed  10.00pm   

2004 

36th Olympiad, Calvia Spain.  Ukraine and Russia win top medals. 

BSCC ( 58th ) AGM venue Royal British Legion, 17th June 2004, 8pm. 

Present B Smith, N Courtman, M Ashley, K Castle, Charles Willbe and Gary 

Thurston. 

Apologies N Kerby and J Spencer. 



Secretary Report( N Courtman ) – This seasons membership is 15 adults ( down 

2 ) and 25 juniors ( up 24 ). 

The club has run two teams in different leagues and we have had success with 

the new junior section but no formal club competitions due to continued poor 

club night attendance. 

This will be the last report by N Courtman as he would be standing down due 

to other commitments. 

Treasurer Report( M Ashley ) – Subscriptions brought in £620.00, Book Sale 

£65.00, Dinner Surplus £30.00 

Expenses were Subs to RBL £229.00, HCA £55.00, Trophies £56.49, New Clocks 

£128.95, Clock repair £84.00 and new cupboard £94.71 

Current balance is £430.00 

Herts League team Captain Report ( K Castle ) – P12 W10 D2 unbeaten and 

promoted to division 4.( Editors Note: 42-18 board score and won by 6 pts ) 

Attention should be drawn to J Spencer 5/6, C Willbe 5/7, N Kerby 4/6 and our 

top board P Kenning 8/10. 

( Editors Note: K Castle 5/8, L Mercer 7/10, P Miller 7/11 ) 

H&D League team Captain Report ( J Spencer ) – P10 W8 L2 a successful return 

to the Hertford and District League and are Champions! 

( Editors Note: Last played in the H&D 1997-98 ) 

Notable performances …..  J Spencer 6½/10, P Miller 5½/8, C Willbe 5½/7, G 

Thurston 5/6, L Mercer 3/5, N Courtman 2½/5, M Ashley 2/4, B Castle 1/2, N 

Kerby 1/2 and R Rivera 1/1. 

We also entered Quickplay, Jamboree and U110 competitions were we 

competed very well in all three events. 

 

Junior Section( K Castle ) – We held our first ever Junior Championship ( a four 

round Swiss ) won by Javed Rahman, runner up Reuben Carias. 

We have both boys and girls ranging in age from 6 to 13. 



I have had to limit membership but as Hertford have closed their junior section 

I may need to take a different view if some of their nearby talented ex-

members approach us. 

Internal Competitions – The tournament controller ( P Miller ) was not present 

and no report given. 

Next Seasons Activities –  

Herts League division 4 and K.O. club & Individual competitions. 

H&D League defending Champions. 

Junior Section. 

To help get internal competitions running again it was suggested the seasons 

programme be published at the start of the season. 

Flyers for members to distribute might also help promote the club. 

Election of Officers –  

President/Chairman Not appointed ( P Kenning agreed to fill this role this 

season ) 

Secretary   Not appointed ( K Castle agreed later to fill this role 

this season ) 

Treasurer   M Ashley 

Herts Team Captain K Castle 

H&D Team Captain J Spencer 

Tournament Controller Not appointed ( P Miller or G Thurston were 

suggested ) 

AOB – Charles Willbe offered to set up a static website. 

Current season would end 1st July 2004 and restart 2nd September 2004, 

Meeting Closed  10.10pm 

2005 

Kasparov retires from competitive chess. 

BSCC ( 59th ) AGM venue Royal British Legion, 14th July 2005, 7.45pm. 



PresentP Kenning (Chairman), K Castle (Secretary), M Ashley (Treasurer), J 

Spencer, Ben Castle, R Crosby, N Kerby, G Thurston, C Willbe and A Trent, 

Apologies L Mercer and P Miller, 

Secretary Report ( K Castle ) – After N Courtman had left the club I took over 

but only for a year, so perhaps with a more settled membership whoever takes 

over will be more permanent. 

The Junior section has proved to be quite popular again. 

We have replaced all our clocks, disposing of our rather ancient malfunctioning 

stock. 

The teams have enjoyed another good year. 

Promotion in the county league, winning the Sharp Cup and being runner up in 

the H&D league. 

The Sharp Cup demonstrates our resilience in our grade spectrum. 

The H&D deserves special mention as it ensures the whole club membership 

sees competitive chess. 

We ran two Blitz tournaments this year, a seven round at Christmas won by P 

Kenning. 

Also a nine round end of season, won by A Trent. 

Lack of membership growth is something of a failure. 

Treasurer Report( M Ashley ) –Subs in £360.00 (12 members), £420.00 (28 

Juniors). 

Expenses were RBL £196.00, donation to RBL £50.00, HCA £30.00, Six new 

clocks £188.72, Four sets £50.96, H&D £25.00, Prize Money (Juniors) £14.94, 

Twelve plastic boxes £35.00, Engraving £13.50 and Prize Money (Blitz) £21.26. 

Current balance is £588.85 

Herts League team Captain Report ( K Castle ) –Promotion for the third year on 

the trot – Division 3 here we come! 

P12 W8 D2 L2  

Individual results …..  P Kenning 6 ½ /11, K Castle 6/8, L Mercer 6 ½ /10, P 

Miller 7 ½ /11, G Thurston 2 ½ /7, C Willbe 2/4, J Spencer 2/4 and N Kerby 2/2. 



Editors Note: Paul Kenning is winner of the Tom Wright Trophy. 

Nigel Kerby is winner of our Ashley Cup 

( club member with greatest grade increase this season ). 

Hertford & District League Captain Report ( J Spencer ) –P10 W6 D0 L4 we are 

runners up to Welwyn Hatfield Chess Forum. 

Notable performances …. J Spencer 6/8, N Kerby 5 ½ /7, A Trent 3 ½ / 7, R 

Crosby 4 ½ /6, Ben Castle 3 ½ /6, C Willbe 3/5, M Ashley 1/5, G Thurston 1 /2, A 

Hirst ½ /2, P Miller 0/1 and R Rivera 0/1. 

Sharp Cup( U140 )– report by K Castle.  A powerful performance in a tough 

competition against strong experienced sides. 

Match results ( all at home ) 

Hoddesdon 5-1, Hemel Hempstead 4-2, St Albans 3 ½ -2 ½ , 

 (Final) Royston 3 ½ - 2 ½ . 

Team Squad were K C 1 ½ /2 ( did not play in the final as my grade had been 

revised upward to 140 ), L Mercer 2/4, G Thurston 2/4, N Kerby 1 ½ /2, P Miller 

2 ½ /4, C Willbe 2 ½ /3, J Spencer ¾ and A Trent 1/1. 

Matters Arising –  

Subscriptions will be £35.00 adults, £25.00 (OAP), £15.00 junior. 

The Sharp Cup grade limit may be increased to 150 next season. 

G Thurston to convene a parents meeting regarding the Junior Section. 

Election of Officers – 

Chairman  Nigel Kerby  Herts League Captain Paul Kenning 

Secretary  Alan Trent  H&D Captain  John Spencer 

Treasurer  Max Ashley  Sharp Cup Captain  Paul Kenning 

      Vice Captain   Charles Willbe 

Junior Section Organiser Gary Thurston 

Activities for Next Season –  



Nigel Kerby proposed that Lawrence Trent be asked to give two coaching 

sessions. 

Internal competitions will be ungraded, all play all, run by Charles Willbe. 

A Club tour should be organised ( Blackpool Congress ). 

A Website will be investigated by Jon Spencer. 

Meeting Closed.    9.50pm 

Editors Note: 

 The club history now enters a different chess world as we once knew it. 

Computers are increasingly affecting tournaments and personal improvement 

to such an extent that preparation and analysis has been taken over by the 

silicon chip. 

The standard of play has been raised so that all clubs are improving in 

preparation and strength and rates of play are subtly changing from the 

traditional long play to rapid play. 

Readily available strong computer analysis has almost killed off postal play and 

adjournments. 

Clubs themselves are competing for members, from players who now are 

attracted to stay at home and play on the internet, a means of playing anyone, 

anywhere and with no travelling involved. 

World Championships have been trimmed down in games and time limits to be 

more acceptable to a viewing public as sponsors try to make chess acceptable 

to a wider paying audience. 

Chess software programs have already beaten world champions “ face to face 

“ so we are unlikely to see any more similar challengers to the silicon monsters. 

The future for clubs and us mere mortals, depends on if you still prefer the 

comradeship of playing in a team and competing in your favourite club 

surroundings against friends who just enjoy playing, probably the most 

frustrating game ever created, CHESS. 

 

2006 



37th Olympiad, Turin Italy.  Armenia, China and USA win top medals. 

Kramnik defeats Topalov in the Unification World Championship. 

BSCC ( 60th ) AGM venue Royal British Legion, 6th July 2006, 8pm. 

Present – not recorded. 

Treasurers Report ( M Ashley ) – Expenses were subs to RBL £329.00, donation 

to RBL £50.00, HCA £35.00, replace locks £48.48, two plastic boxes £7.00, H&D 

league £30.00, Junior prizes £20.00, Prizes Senior £50.00, engraving £5.00, 

Junior competition entrance fee £41.00, Entrance fee £20.00, Insurance 

£50.00. Total £685.48 our highest ever! 

Income were Subs (Senior 19 members and Junior 11 members) £865.00 

Closing balance is £772.87 

Herts League Captain Report (P Kenning) – P12 W7 D2 L3 following promotion 

from division 4 the team was bolstered by the return of Nick Alexander to top 

board and we were in contention for promotion in the last few matches but 

unfortunately after a close finish we were runners up in division 3 behind 

Royston 2. 

Individual performances ….. N Alexander 7/12, L Mercer 6 ½ /11, N Kerby 6 ½ 

/11, J Spencer 6 ½ /9, P Kenning 4/11, C Willbe 1/3 and K Castle 1 /2. 

H&D League Captain Report ( J Spencer ) – P10 W9 D0 L1 and we are winners 

and Champions of the League. 

We dominated the league this year, winning all but one match.  The team 

members were regularly varied to enable most members at the club to get 

some competitive games. 

We also entered some one night competitions. 

Rapidplay – we were 2nd.   Jamboree – finished joint 3rd. 

Individual performance ……  C Willbe 5/7, A Trent 6/6, W Medlycott 5/6, A Hirst 

4/5, D Hobden 4/5, G Thurston 3/5, M Ashley 3/5, B Davey 3 ½ /4, R Crosby 

1/2, J Spencer 0/2, G Lawrence ½ /1. 

Sharp Cup (U140) Report – We had two home matches to play and once again 

an excellent team performance meant we successfully retained this trophy. 



Team squad was L Mercer 1 ½ /2, P Kenning 1 /2, Nigel Kerby ½/2, C Willbe 1 

/2, J Spencer 1 ½ /2 and Gary Thurston 1 /2. 

Internal Competitions – The Dr Hewitt Cup was re-established this season as 

an open all play all club tournament. 

Nine members of the club participated with an overall winner being  

G Thurston 8 ½ /9, runner up C Willbe 7/9. 

Trophy awards – Ashley Cup ( highest grade increase ) winner A Trent. 

Tom Wright Trophy ( A Hertfordshire County Award ) winner P Kenning. 

Website – ( J Spencer ) A static website for the club was set up and has proved 

successful with a number of people contacting me via the webpage and 

coming along to the club. 

Bishop’s Stortford Fun Day( J Spencer ) – We attended this event, it cost 

£20.00 to have a stall and £50.00 for public liability insurance ( required by the 

council ). 

We held a ‘guess the winning move’ competition, also a 3 board simultaneous 

with a 50p entry. 

David Hobden provided a large outdoor chess set which attracted several 

people, and a picture of it appeared in the Herts Observer Newspaper. 

Leaflets promoting our club and sweets for all participants were also handed 

out. B Davey, D Hobden, N Kerby and G Thurston turned up on the day and 

helped out with the stall. 

I would like to thank C Willbe, N Kerby and D Hobden for their ideas for this 

event. 

Election of Officers – 

Chairman  N Kerby   Secretary J Spencer 

Treasurer M Ashley   Herts T1 P Kenning (Capt.) 

Herts T2 G Thurston (Capt.)  Herts T3 D Hobden (Capt.) 

Sharp Cup J Spencer (Capt.)  U125 Cup C Willbe (Capt.) 

H&D LeagueD Hobden (Capt.)  Essex LeagueN Kerby (Capt.) 

Tournament OrganiserC Willbe  Junior Club B Davey / D Hobden 



Tour Organiser P Miller 

Meeting Closed  

Editors Note: 

 The club really means business with a complete new outlook in teams, leagues 

and internal competitions. 

2007 

5th World Computer Championship won by Rybka. 

Anand is World Champion, winner of an 8 player tournament in Mexico City. 

David Howell ( age 16, 1 month ) becomes youngest British Grandmaster 

ever. 

BSCC ( 61st ) AGM venue Royal British Legion, 30th August 2007. 

Present N Kerby, M Ashley, J Spencer, D Hobden, T Jordon, W Medlycott, P 

Kenning, R Adams, C Willbe, A Hirst, G Thurston, Ben Davey and A Levernall. 

Apologies P Miller, N Alexander, R Crosby and A Trent. 

Treasurer Report( M Ashley ) – Main expenses were RBL £355.00, HCA £71.00, 

H&D £30.00, Essex League £88.28, Junior Chess £36.00, Prizes (Junior) £20.00, 

Flowers £15.00 and Engraving £15.00. Total £630.28 

Income was Subs (16x35) £560.00, Seniors (2x17) £34.00, Senior 1x18 £18.00, 

1x10 Senior £ 10.00, 1x20 OAP £20.00, 12x20 Juniors £240.00. Total £882.00 

Current Balance £1030.77 

The club account will be moved to Barclay Bank before the new season and will 

be a joint account between the Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer. 

Secretary Report( J Spencer ) – A particularly demanding season for the club. 

We entered three teams in the HCA League.  A Team in the H&D League. 

For the first time in the clubs history entered a team in the Essex League 

division Two.  Also teams for the Sharp Cup and U125 Cup. 

Many players were playing in several competitive games in a short space of 

time.  Despite this the club performed exceptionally well. 

Membership is currently have 21 adult and 12 Juniors. 



Of particular note was the re-joining of Graham Brown who was a very active 

member in the late 1970’s and 80’s.  It is with regret that Graham has passed 

away and will be sadly missed. 

We ran several internal competitions and we revived the club Blitz 

competition. 

The club is now in a position to reintroduce the club championship and 

Challenger Trophy. 

The Club Inventory is 17 ( Boards, Chess sets and Clocks ), Magnetic Board, Dr 

Hewitt Cup, Championship Trophy, Challenger Trophy, Ashley Cup, Trent Cup, 

Brown Cup, Chairman’s Cup and Junior Trophy. 

Essex League (Division 2) Captain Report – N Kerby – P8 W7 D0 L1 

This was a new venture for the club as we have never before played in the 

Essex League. 

The season started with an away match at Thurrock, Charles won his game 

quickly to score our first ever victory and the team won 6 – 2, an excellent 

start. 

We played 7 of the 8 teams as Barking defaulted.  Our last match was a ‘must 

win’ match to win the division and after a close match against Upminster we 

won 4 ½ - 3 ½ and won the Division Two title. 

Many thanks to an excellent squad of 12 players who all played an essential 

role in winning the title. 

N Kerby 6/7, G Thurston 4/7, L Mercer 3/6, J Spencer 3/6, P Kenning 2 ½ /6, C 

Willbe 3 ½ /5, A Trent 4 ½ /5, N Alexander 3 ½ /4, W Medlycott 3 ½ /4, D 

Faulkner 1 ½ /3, G Lawrence 1 /2 and I.M. L Trent 1/1. 

Herts League Team 1 Captain Report ( Div 3, P Kenning ) -  We came second to 

Hertford who we followed closely all season and by beating them near the end 

of the season we had the edge in the title race.   But we suffered a disaster 

against lowly Letchworth with a draw so we just missed the title. 

Individual scores N Alexander 9/11, L Mercer 5 ½ /11, J Spencer 6/12, P 

Kenning 8/11, G Lawrence 4 ½ /8, N Kerby ½ /3, G Thurston 2/2 and C Willbe 

0/1. 

Herts League Team 2 Captain Report ( Div 5, G Thurston ) – P14 W 9 D2 L3 



 A hard fought season, the team held together in what was a tremendous fight 

back to win a well won promotion. 

Individual scores  G Thurston 7 ½ /12, N Kerby 6 ½ /13, C Willbe 3 ½ /10, A 

Trent 5 ½ /11, W Medleycott 9/11, G Brown 2/2, M Ashley 0/1 and B Davey 

0/1. 

Herts League Team 3 Captain Report ( Div 7, D Hobden ) – P12 W6 D1 L5 

A maximum effort from the squad. I wish to mention Richard Crosby who fell 

very ill after just a few games and in particular Graham Brown, who after 

helping us to gain promotion died a few weeks later. Although 2nd in the 

division we are promoted to division six for next season. 

Note: These scores are combined for Herts Team 3 and the H&D Team. 

G Brown 7/9, M Ashley 5 ½ /17, A Hirst 6/15, D Hobden 7/13, B Davey 9 ½ /16, 

A Lernevall, 6 ½ /15, R Crosby 2/3, P Miller ½ /1, W Medleycott 0/1 and J 

Spencer 2/2. 

H&D League Captain Report ( D Hobden ) – P8 W3 D0 L5    4th position. 

It is called the friendly league ( i.e. not too serious ) but the opposition was not 

so friendly!  As we were last years’ champions they all fielded their strongest 

teams against us expecting the same players to defend the title. 

Our team was completely different and we got thumped on occasion but we 

gained a lot of experience. 

All in all we set a high standard in punctuality, home and away, always set up 

ready on time for home games and being sympathetic to teams arriving late at 

the RBL. We will do our best again next season. 

Sharp Cup ( U150 ) Report by J Spencer –We entered this competition with the 

aim of winning it for the third consecutive year.  However, this season the 

grading limit had been increased to U150 so retaining the trophy would be a 

little bit tougher.  After beating Lower Red Lion (A) and St Albans (A), we 

played yet again, away at Watford in the final.  We lost 2 ½ - 3, but 

congratulations to Charles and Gary for being unbeaten in this competition. 

L Mercer 1/3, J Spencer 1 ½ / 3, P Kenning 1/3, G Thurston 2 ½ /3, N Kerby 1 ½ 

/3, C Willbe 2/2 and A Trent 0/1. 

U125 Cup Captain Report ( C Willbe ) – R1 defeated Rothamsted, 3 ½ - 1 ½ . 



R2 less glorious – lost to Hoddesdon 1 ½ - 3 ½ .   Thanks to the team for a 

spirited, if ultimately unsuccessful, effort in this competition. 

N Kerby 2/2, C Willbe 1 ½ /2, A Trent 1 /2, W Meddlycott 0/2, D Hobden 1/2. 

Dr Hewitt Cup( Organiser C Willbe ) –  

Winner, J Spencer 6 ½ /7, 2nd C Willbe 6/8, 3rd W Medleycott 5/7. 

Blitz Championship (Organiser N Kerby ) – 

Christmas Blitz winner, J Spencer, equal 2nd G Thurston and N Kerby. 

Easter Blitz winner, N Kerby, 2nd G Thurston, 3rd A Trent. 

Trent Cup Blitz Tournament,winner Ron Adams 17 ½ / 20, 2nd N Kerby 15 ½ /20 

and 3rd A Trent and G Thurston 14 ½ / 20. 

Junior Section( Organiser B Davey ) –A very busy season with James Grimstone 

winning the Junior Champion title. 

Of note was Ralph Jordan winning the Hertfordshire under 12 ‘Mega Final’ 

British Land Rover UK Chess Challenge. 

Tour Organiser( N Kerby on behalf of P Miller ) – The club had representatives 

at a variety of congresses throughout the season. Congratulations go to David 

Hobden 4 ½ /5 for winning the Thanet Congress Minor Section. 

Chairman’s Summary – N Kerby - Thanks were given to all members of the club 

for their effort and enthusiasm throughout the season. 

Several members played at county level –U125, W Medleycott and A Trent. 

U150, G Thurston, J Spencer, P Kenning and N Kerby. 

It was also great to see L Trent (IM), playing for the club for the first time in the 

Essex League. 

Best wishes and a speedy recovery were sent to Richard Crosby. 

Flowers were sent to the family of G Brown. A Cup will be named in his honour 

and given to the player who scores the most points from graded, standard 

games for the club throughout the season. 

Trophies awarded 



Dr Hewitt Cup to J Spencer, Trent Cup to R Adams, Ashley Cup to N Alexander, 

Brown Cup to N Kerby 17 ½ /29, Chairman’s Cup to D Hobden and Junior Cup 

to J Grimstone. 

Next Seasons Activities– 

Herts League divisions 2, 4 and 6 

Essex division 1 

Hertford & District League 

Russell Cup (Open) 

Sharp Cup (U150) 

U125 Cup and U100 Cup 

Internal Competitions –  

Club Championship and Challengers Trophy to be reintroduced – 5 Round 

Swiss, games graded. 

Dr Hewitt Cup (all–play-all ), ungraded. 

Blitz ( Trent Cup ). 

Subscriptions – Following discussion with the Royal British Legion, 

subscriptions will be increased to help cover costs to building maintenance, 

etc. 

RBL payment will increase by £1 every year unless there is a downward change 

in membership. 

Full membership is now £40.00 ( £18 RBL membership, £12 RBL donation and 

£10 for BSCC ). 

Advertising – N Kerby to arrange local paper adverts, J Spencer to contact 

schools/colleges for friendly matches. 

A vote was held to determine whether we should have a club shirt with name 

and crest. Crest only was decided. 

Election of Officers –  

Chairman Nigel Kerby 

Secretary  Jon Spencer 



Treasurer  Max Ashley 

Herts T1 Capt. Paul Kenning 

Herts T2 Capt. Nigel Kerby 

Herts T3 Capt. David Hobden 

Russell Cup Capt. Paul Kenning 

Sharp Cup Capt. Nigel Kerby 

U125 Cup Capt. Charles Willbe 

U100 Cup Capt.  David Hobden 

H&D League Capt. Charles Willbe 

Essex League Capt. Gary Thurston 

Club Championship Paul Kenning 

Dr Hewitt Cup  Charles Willbe 

Blitz Tournament  Nigel Kerby 

Junior Organiser  Ben Davey 

Webmaster   Jon Spencer 

Social Organiser  Nigel Kerby 

Extra Item …….  

Herts Essex Observer September 14th 2006 report - 

Playing Chess Blindfold – Chess International Master, Paul Littlewood ( 1981 

British Champion ) took on eight members of the BSCC . 

Over four hours he beat P Kenning, R Crosby, G Thurston, D Hobden and J 

Spencer. 

He drew with Charles Willbe. 

But lost to Nigel Kerby and Laurie Mercer. 

Paul Littlewood announced this would be the last time he would undertake 

this type of challenge. 



The club secretary Jon Spencer said “ We are privileged he chose to play at our 

club. It was a really fun event, all played in good humour and an enjoyable 

experience”. 

Photo number with the article was DVVJBT-01 

Meeting closed  

2008 

38th Olympiad at Dresden Germany, Armenia and Israel win top medals. 

Anand beats Kramnik to retain the World Championship. 

Bobby Fischer and Robert Wade pass away. 

BSCC ( 62nd ) AGM venue Royal British Legion, 31st July 2008. 

N Kerby, M Ashley, J Spencer, D Hobden, P Kenning, G Thurston, C Willbe, G 

Lawrence, Ian Ward and M Poole. 

Apologies T Jordan and R Adams. 

Treasurer Report( M Ashley ) – Main Expenses were RBL £690.00, Chess 

boards & Chessmen £125.00, Herts Chess £115.00, Essex Chess £94.44, H&D 

League £25.00, Advert £23.00 and Score sheets £10.00. Total £1129.44 

Income Subs £860.00 

Current balance £890.40 

( EditorsNote: After 17 years, Max Ashley stepped down as Treasurer at this 

meeting after taking on this important position in 1991 ). 

Secretary Report( J Spencer ) – Once again we stretched ourselves to the limit 

by continuing teams in the Hertfordshire League divisions 3, 4 and 6. 

Essex League division 2 and the H&D League plus several knockout 

competitions. 



It was good to see members competing for the Club Championship and 

Challengers Cup once again.    Alongside the Hewitt Cup and several Blitz 

competitions, these matches meant that it was a busy season for everyone. 

We had 24 members this season, however it was a disappointment we could 

no longer maintain the Junior Section.  I would like to thank Anders Lenervall, 

David Faulkner and Ben Davey for their contributions to the club and wish 

them luck in their new ventures. 

The club inventory – 20 sets ( including 5 digital clocks ), magnetic board, Dr 

Hewitt Cup, Championship trophy, Challengers Trophy, Ashley Cup, Trent Cup, 

Hobden Cup, Brown Cup, Chairman’s Cup and Junior Trophy. 

Herts League team 1 (Div 2) Captain Report – ( P Kenning ) – P12 W3 D2 L7 we 

came 5th and by a point stay in this division. 

P Kenning 5 ½ /12, R Adams 5 ½ /12, N Alexander 6/11, P Przemyslaw 2/5, L 

Mercer 1/5, G Thurston 2/5, N Kerby 1/3, G Lawrence 1 ½ /3, T Jordan 0/2 and 

P Smith 0/1. 

Herts League Team 2 (Div 4) Captain Report ( N Kerby ) –P14 W9 D3 L2 we 

excelled ourselves – we have won the division by three clear points. 

This team effort was unbelievable as we used only seven players all season. 

N Kerby 8/14, J Spencer 8/13, C Willbe 6 ½ /13, T Jordan 7/9, D Hobden 5 ½ /8, 

W Medlycott 4 ½ /7 and A Trent 0/4. 

Herts League Team 3 (Div 6) Captain Report ( D Hobden ) – P16 W4 D2 L10 we 

came 6th and stay in division six. 

A completely new team squad acquitted itself well in keeping our team in this 

division.   In nearly every match each player was up against higher graded 

opponents.   Newcomers Ian, James and Matthew all played their part. 

Ben and Anders have since left the club and Max will probably appreciate 

fewer league matches.   Special thanks to Alan who while incredibly busy 

turned out for us and thanks also to Adam who helped to share transport 

duties. 

Essex League (Div 2) Captain Report (G Thurston) – P10 W7 D0 L3 Despite 

being underdogs as we were out graded in many matches we finished runners 

up to Basildon.   I would like to thank everyone for travelling to the deepest 



parts of Essex some cold and wet nights.    For the time being this will be our 

last foray across the border until our club squad gets large enough to venture 

out again.  The Essex League Secretary is sorry to see us go and I am sure he 

would welcome us back in the future. 

J Spencer 4 ½ /9, N Alexander 5 ½ /8, W Medlycott 5 ½ /8, P Kenning 5 ½ /7, G 

Thurston 4/7, N Kerby 2 ½ /7, T Jordan 5 ½ /7, D Faulkner 5 ½ /7, A Trent 2/3, 

D Hobden 1 ½ /3, G Lawrence 1 /2, R Adams 1 /2 and P Przemyslaw 1 ½ /2. 

Hertford & District League Captain Report ( C Willbe ) – P8 W4 D1 L3 we came 

3rd a respectable performance. 

D Hobden 5/7, B Davey 5/7, C Willbe 2 ½ /5, M Ashley 1 /4, A Hirst 2/3, A Trent 

1/3, M Poole 0/3, N Kerby 1 /2, J Spencer 1/1, W Medlycott 1/1, I Ward 1/1, T 

Jordan ½ /1 and J Grimston 0/1. 

Russell Cup (Open) Captain ( P Kenning ) – We played Letchworth away and 

lost 1 ½ - 4 ½.     N Alexander 0, R Adams ½ , P Kenning 0. G Thurston ½, N 

Kerby ½, J Spencer 0. 

Sharp Cup (U150) Captain N Kerby – In recent years we have enjoyed 

considerable success – winning the Sharp Cup in 2005 & 2006 and runners up 

in 2007.  Unfortunately we fell at the first hurdle. 

R Adams ½, G Lawrence ½, P Kenning 0, G Thurston ½, N Kerby 0 and J Spencer 

½. 

U125 Cup( C Willbe ) – P2 W1 L1 – Semi-Finalists. 

A Hirst 1 /2, A Trent 1 ½ /2, D Hobden 0/2, W Medlycott 1/1, C Willbe 1/1, B 

Davey ½ /1 and M Poole 0/1. 

U100 Cup( D Hobden ) – We lost to Rothamsted in Rd1.  A Hirst 0, B Davey 0, M 

Ashley 0, A Lernevall ½ and N Kerby 1 (default). Score 1 ½ - 3 ½ . 

Club Competition Organiser ( P Kenning ) -  

Club Championship winner, C Willbe 4pts, 2nd J Spencer and G Thurston  3pts, 

4th D Hobden, N Kerby, A Lernevall and T Jordan 2 ½ pts,8th A Hirst 1 pt. 

Challengers winner, D Hobden 2 ½ , 2nd A Lernevall 2 ½, 3rd A Hirst 1. 

Dr Hewitt Cup winner, C Willbe 5/7, 2nd N Kerby 5/7, 3rd T Jordon 4 ½ /6. 



Blitz Tournament – ( 12th January 2008 ) had an entry of 17 members in a 12 

Round Swiss. 

All competing for the Trent Cup and the lowest eight grades competing for the 

Hobden Cup. 

Trent Cup ( Blitz Champion ) winner, T Jordan 10/12, 2nd D Faulkner 9 ½ /12. 

Hobden Cup ( Blitz Challenge Trophy ) winner, A Trent 6/12, = 2nd A Hirst, C 

Willbe and D Hobden 5/12. 

 

Other Trophies and Achievements 

Brown Cup ( Mostclub points this season ) winner, D Hobden 

P 30 W12 D10 L8 17 Pts. 

 2nd J Spencer 14 pts. 

Ashley Cup ( Largest increase in Standard Grade ) winner Paul Kenning +13,  

2nd D Hobden +9, 3rd W Medlycott +8. 

Chairman’s Cup( For conspicuous service for our club ) winner, M Ashley. 

Hertfordshire County Tie awarded to M Ashley in recognition for his 50 year 

membership of the Bishop’s Stortford & District Chess Club. 

Paul Kenning ( winner of the Tom Wright Trophy ), Jon Spencer and Gary 

Thurston played for the Hertfordshire County U150 team. 

David Hobden played for the Hertfordshire County U100 team who are 

National Champions 2008. 

Next Season’s Activities 

Herts League Division 2,3 and 6 

Hertford & District League 

Russell Cup (Open) 

Sharp Cup (U150) 

U125 Cup 

U100 Cup 



Internal Competitions for season 2008-9 

Club Championship and Challengers Trophy( 5 round Swiss, graded ) 

Dr Hewitt Cup, all play all, ungraded. ( Leyns Cup will be introduced in 2011 ) 

Rapid-play for the Crosby Cup 

Rapid-play Challenge Trophy Capsey Tankard. 

Blitz Championship ( Trent Cup ) 

Blitz Challenge Cup ( Hobden Cup ) 

Most points for the club ( Brown Cup ) 

Highest increase in grading ( Ashley Cup ) 

Coaching Sessions – first Friday every Month. 

Finances 

Membership Subscription now £45 ( £18 Royal British Legion, £13 donation to 

RBL, £14 for the BSCC ). 

Election of Officers 

Chairman   Nigel Kerby 

Secretary  Jon Spencer 

Treasurer  David Hobden 

Herts T1 Capt. Paul Kenning 

Herts T2 Capt.  Gary Thurston 

Herts T3 Capt. Nigel Kerby 

Russell Cup Capt. Paul Kenning 

Sharp Cup Capt. Gary Thurston 

U125 Capt.  Nigel Kerby 

U100 Capt.  David Hobden 

H&D Capt.  David Hobden 

Club Chp Organiser Matthew Poole 

Dr Hewitt Cup Organiser Charles Willbe 



Rapidplay Organiser Gary Thurston 

Blitz Organiser  Nigel Kerby 

Plaque Organiser ( Herts 1,2 and 3 team awards ) 

Ian Ward 

Coaching Organiser  David Hobden 

Webmaster   Jon Spencer 

Tour Organiser  Gary Thurston 

Social Organiser  Nigel Kerby 

Meeting Closed 

 

2009 

Inaugural London Chess Classic, won by Magnus Carlsen. 

BSCC ( 63rd ) AGM venue Royal British Legion, 20th August 2009 

Present N Kerby, J Spencer, D Hobden, A Hirst, M Poole, P Kenning, W 

Medlycott, I Ward and Heather Graham. 

Apologies A Holden, A Trent, C Willbe, G Lawrence, G Thurston, K White and L 

Osiyemi. 

Treasurer Report( David Hobden ) –Expenses were RBL £317.00, RBL Room 

Hire £195.00, Herts League £126.90, HCA £115.00, H&D League £20.00, 

Engraving £65.65 and RBL Flowers Gift £20.00. 

Income Club membership fees £910.00, Donations £85.00. 

Current balance £1025.85 

The club has been lucky with recent generous donations from our members, 

for example, a library of books and a clock. We also have a new Cup in memory 

of Richard Crosby.   We have ample chess sets, clocks and score sheets. 

Membership is 25 but not all attend regularly or play in the league or internal 

competitions. 

One issue that caused problems last season was the inability of some members 

to pay their membership fees within agreed deadlines. 



I will be urging members to pay by standing order as it is a most efficient way 

to pay fees. 

Secretary Report ( Jon Spencer ) –The club has had an excellent season once 

more with all three of our Herts League teams in contention for promotion at 

some stage.   Well done the third team in obtaining promotion to division five. 

We also won the Sharp Cup.    Our members have been able to enjoy 

competitive chess with the H&D League and other Cup competitions. 

I would like to welcome several new members to the club Kevin White, Simon 

Morris and Lara Osiyemi.    Unfortunately Max Ashley moved away from the 

area last summer after being a stalwart of the club for over 50 years. 

We thank Max for his hard work and support in keeping the club running and 

wish him the best of luck for the future. 

Lastly, earlier this year Richard Crosby sadly passed away.    Richard had been a 

long standing member of the club going back to the 1960’s and indeed he won 

the club championship in 1965 and 1966. 

More recently he helped the H&D team win the league in 2006. 

Richard will be greatly missed. 

Herts League Team 1 ( Div 2 ) Report, P Kenning –P12 W7 D3 L2 and runners 

up in the division to unbeaten winners Stevenage I.   

Top Individual scores P Kenning 7/10, K White 5 ½ /9, R Adams 4 ½ /8, N 

Alexander 3 ½ /8, V Pieprzka 3 ½ /5, I.M. L Trent 2/2. 

Herts League Team 2 ( Div 3 ) Report, G Thurston – P12 W6 D4 L2 joint runner 

up behind unbeaten winners Hoddesdon I. 

Top Individual scores G Thurston 8/10, J Spencer 4 ½ /8, T Jordan 3 ½ /8, L 

Mercer 2/5 and Osiyemi 3/5. 

Herts League Team 3 ( Div 6 ) Report N Kerby – P14 W10 D2 L2 runner up to 

Royston 3 and promoted to Division 5. 

Top Individual scores C Willbe 10/13, D Hobden 8 ½ / 13, N Kerby 8 /13, A 

Trent 6 ½ /9, I Ward 5 ½ /10, A Hirst 3/5 and A Holden 1 ½ /3. 



Hertford & District League Report, D Hobden – P8 W3 D0 L5 we came 4th but 

we proved we can beat the best. We did the double over Champions 

Stevenage and beat runners up Hoddesdon at their venue. 

One incident reversed a win against Hertford. As non-playing captain I stepped 

in when our board 4 failed to turn up after 15 minutes.  We won the match 3 – 

2 but our opposing captain appealed against this substitution the next day, so 

our win became a 2 – 3 loss. In the interests of keeping the ‘ friendly league ‘ 

friendly, I accepted the league ruling. 

Top Individual performance N Kerby 3 ½ /5, CWillbe 2 ½ /5, A Holden 2/3, A 

Hirst 2/4 ( +1 def ), G Thurston 2 ½ /4, J Spencer 1/1 and D Hobden 2/6 

recorded as 1/6. 

Russell Cup (Open) P Kenning – We were drawn away at Watford for Round 1 – 

we decided to default due to issues raising a strong enough team. 

Sharp Cup (U50) G Thurston – We regained the Sharp Cup. Well done to all 

players. Individual scores S Morris 3 ½ /4, P Kenning 3 /4, R Adams 2 /3, G 

Thurston 2 /3, J Spencer 2 /3, T Jordan 2 /3, L Osiyemi 1/1 and L Mercer 1 /2. 

U125 Cup, N Kerby – Lost on board count 2 ½ - 2 ½ against Stevenage. 

N Kerby 1/1, D Hobden ½ /1, L Mercer 0/1, C Willbe 0/1 and A Trent 1/1. 

U100 Cup, D Hobden – We started with a win over Hertford but then lost to 

Lower Red Lion.  Individual scores D Hobden 1 /2, I Ward 1 /2, A Holden 1 /2, 

M Poole 0/1 and A Hirst ½ /1. 

Internal Competitions 

Club Championship winner, Kevin White 4 ½ /5, 2nd S Morris. 

Challengers Trophy winner, C Willbe 3/5. 

Dr Hewitt Cup winner, Kevin White (unbeaten) 6 ½ /7, 2nd G Lawrence 5/9. 

Rapid Play (Crosby Cup) winner, Kevin White 6 ½ /7, 2nd G Thurston 5/7. 

Blitz Champion (Trent Cup) winner, Paul Kenning 15/17, 2nd Kevin White 

15/17. 

Blitz (Hobden Cup) winner, Alan Trent 10/17. 

Other Trophies awarded 



Brown Cup winner, Gary Thurston 13 ½ /19. 

Ashley Cup winner, Gary Thurston. 

Chairman’s Cup winner, Jon Spencer. 

Hertfordshire County Tie to Jon Spencer for consecutive winning of three 

games. 

Hertfordshire Plaque for winning the SCCU Division, U150 team. 

Awarded to Paul Kenning, Simon Morris and Gary Thurston. 

Next Season’s Activities 

Herts League Divisions 2, 3 and 5. 

Hertford & District League – two teams to be entered. 

Russell Cup (Open) 

Sharp Cup (U160) Note the grade change. 

U140 and U20 Cup 

Election of Officers 

Chairman  Nigel Kerby 

Secretary  Jon Spencer 

Treasurer  Kevin White 

Herts Team 1 Capt. Paul Kenning 

Herts Team 2 Capt. Gary Thurston 

Herts Team 3 Capt. David Hobden 

Russell Cup Capt.  Gary Thurston 

Sharp Cup Capt.  Paul Kenning 

U140 Cup Capt.  David Hobden 

U120 Cup Capt.  Ian Ward 

H&D ‘Bishops’ Capt. Charles Willbe 

H&D ‘Stranglers’ Capt. Ian Ward 

Club Championship Matthew Poole (Organiser) 



Dr Hewitt Cup  Charles Willbe (Organiser) 

Rapid Play   Adam Hirst (Organiser) 

Blitz Tournament  Kevin White (Organiser) 

Webmaster   Jon Spencer 

Librarian   Jon Spencer 

Tour Organiser  Alan Trent 

Trophy Officer  Alan Holden 

Meeting Closed 

 

2010 

39th Olympiad at Khanty-Mansiysk Russia, Ukraine and Russia win top 

medals. 

Anand beats Topalov to retain the World Championship. 

BSCC ( 64th ) AGM venue Royal British Legion, 29th July 2010. 

Present N Kerby, J Spencer, K White, G Thurston, D Hobden, I Ward, C Willbe, 

M Poole, P Kenning, A Trent, A Hirst, A Holden, L Osiyemi, M Heffer, J Heffer 

and J O’Sullivan. 

Apologies G Lawrence and W Medlycott. 

Treasurer Report( Kevin White ) – Income were Subscriptions £1070.00 (25 

members).    Expenses were Engravings £93.50, RBL £756.00, Herts Assoc. 

£150.11, H&D League £ 40.00, Miscellaneous £20.00. 

Current balance £966.24 

Secretary Report( Jon Spencer ) – This has been a very busy season with lots of 

chess at both the serious and fun level and as a result our club continues to 

grow and grow and attract new members. 

The first team put in a strong performance to finish comfortably in second 

place in division two.   The second and third teams had a tougher time but 

both were comfortable finishing mid-table in division 3 and 5 respectively. 



Our other successes were an excellent win in the U120 Cup and a good team 

performance winning the H&D Jamboree event.      We also entered two teams 

into the H&D League which made for an interesting internal battle.  Both 

performed well finishing 2nd and 4th against strong opposition. 

Once again our internal competitions were a great success that provide ample 

opportunity to play competitive and fun chess throughout the season. 

This year we welcome Mark and Judith Heffer and Joe Sullivan to the club and 

thanks for your efforts and contributions so far.         I would like to thank Steve 

Taylor a former club member for a kind donation of chess books.   Our library is 

now just over 200 books! 

I have enjoyed the role of club secretary for the past four years, now it is time 

to hand over to David Hobden who I am sure with his enthusiasm for chess will 

stand the club in good stead.   I wish David luck in this role for future seasons. 

Inventory for the club …..   20 chessmen sets, 20 boards, Dr Hewitt Cup, 

Championship Trophy, Challengers Trophy, Brown Cup, Ashley Cup, Crosby 

Cup, Capsey Trophy, Trent Cup, Hobden Cup, Chairman’s Cup and 202 books. 

Herts League team 1 ( Div 2 ) Report ( Gary Thurston ) – P12 W9 D0 L3 we were 

2nd to Hertford I, probably the highest average grade team in the entire league. 

One exceptional performance was by Kevin White winning 10/12, only losing 

to Simon Knott I.M. in two close fought battles.     Looking forward to a great 

new season and holding our position as going up may be too scary! 

Individual scores …..  K White 10/12, N Alexander 6 ½ /12, R Adams 4 ½ /12, G 

Thurston 7 ½ /11, P Kenning 3 /4, L Osiyemi 1 ½ /3 , W Medlycott 0 /3, N Kerby 

½ /1, J Spencer 0/1, L Trent IM 1/1. 

Herts League team 2 ( Div 3 ) Report ( Jon Spencer ) – P12 W4 D3 L5 we came 

5th and we obtained some wins and good draws so that we were never in 

threat of relegation.     Best Individual scores  …..   J Spencer 4 ½ /9, P Kenning 

2 ½ /9, W Medlycott 5/8, N Kerby 5/8, C Willbe 2/8, L Mercer 1 /2 and A Trent 

0/3. 

Thanks to those stepping up from team 3 to play often at short notice, J Heffer, 

G Lawrence and D Hobden. 



Herts League team 3 ( Div 5 ) Report ( David Hobden ) – P12 W4 D3 L5 we 

came 4th and as we were newly promoted the team performed well.  Thanks to 

the whole squad and in particular Alan Trent. 

Individual scores …..   L Mercer 5 ½ /11, A Trent 7/12, D Hobden 2 ½ /7, I Ward 

4/8, A Holden 1 ½ /6, G Lawrence 1/3, M Heffer 1 ½ /3, A Hirst 1/3, J Heffer 0/1 

and M Poole 0/1. 

H&D League( Stortford Bishops ) Report ( C Willbe ) – P10 W5 D2 L3 we came 

2nd to Stevenage. 

Individual Scores ….. C Willbe 5/10, D Hobden 3/9, A Holden 6 ½ /9, W 

Medlycott 2/3, J Heffer 2 ½ /4, M Heffer 3/5, M Poole 2/5, P Kenning 1/1 and J 

Spencer ½ /2. 

H&D League( Stortford Stranglers ) Report ( I Ward ) – P10 W3 D3 L4 we came 

4thIndividual scores …..  L Mercer 5 ½ /10, I Ward 5 ½ /10, N Kerby 4/7, A Trent 

4/6, H Graham 0/6, T Jordan 2/2 and A Hirst 1 ½ /5. 

Russell Cup (Open) Report G Thurston – A close fought match but a loss to 

Watford in round one. 

Sharp Cup (U150) Report J Spencer – Due to defaulted matches our first match 

was the Semi-Final.   With hindsight it might have been good to get some 

knockout match practice before meeting Letchworth & Hitchin our big rivals 

and winners of Herts Division 3. We lost 2 ½ - 3 ½  

U140 CupReport  D Hobden  – A good win over Stevenage (away) could not be 

repeated against Hoddesdon (away) although it was a close fought match. 

Squad members L Mercer, A Trent, D Hobden, M Heffer, I Ward and A Holden. 

U120 Cup Report I Ward – We are Cup winners, beating St Albans 3-1 in the 

final. Winning team was M Heffer, I Ward, A Holden and A Hirst. 

H&D Jamboree – We entered a 5 member team and won the Trophy for the 

first time in many years, 

Team members were J Spencer, N Kerby, C Willbe, D Hobden and I Ward. 

Internal Competitions 

Club Championship winner, K White 4 ½ /5, 2nd N Kerby 3 ½ 5. 

Challengers Trophy winner, I Ward 2 ½ /5, 2ndR Jordan 2 ½ /5. 



Dr Hewitt Cup winner, N Kerby 5 ½ /7, 2nd K White 5/6. 

RapidPlay( Adam Hirst ) – The BSCC Rapid Play tournament began with Nigel 

and myself doing battle before we even entered the room. A double booking 

with the local Dungeons & Dragons Society meant ‘High Noon’ at the Legion. 

In typical Gary Cooper style we relinquished our position in good grace to a 

room downstairs.   As Kevin was unavailable there were quite a few members 

with their eye on the Trophy.  

Crosby Cup winner was Charles Willbe 6/7. 

Capsey Cup (Challengers ) winner was Mark Heffer 4/7. 

Blitz Tournament ( Kevin White ) –  

Pre-season Blitz had for the first time computer pairings, that vastly speeded 

up the tournament.     Won by K White on tie break from G Thurston. 

Championship Blitz, Trent Cup winner, Kevin White. 

Challengers Blitz,Hobden Cup winner, Alan Trent. 

End of season fun blitz ( with handicaps for each player ) winner Nigel Kerby, 

2nd Judith Heffer. 

Additional Trophy Awards – 

Ashley Cup( largest grade increase last season ) winner Kevin White. 

Brown Cup( most points for the club last season ) winner Alan Trent 14 ½ /23. 

Chairman’s Cup( awarded for a significant contribution of time and effort for 

the club ) winner Gary Thurston. 

Next Seasons Activities –  

Herts League divisions 2, 3, 5 & 7. ( First time ever 4 teams entered ) 

Hertford & District League – two teams to be entered again. 

Russell Cup (Open), Sharp Cup (160), U140 Cup, U120 Cup and National Club 

Competition. 

Internal Competitions for next season –  

Club Championship ( 5 round Swiss, graded over a single weekend ). 



Dr Hewitt Cup ( two graded divisions ), 5 to 8 games in each with promotion 

and relegation. 

Rapid Play, Blitz, Club Ladder ( all members, G80, challenge up to 3 above ). 

Club tour to Milan ( Maybe May 2011 ). 

Simul against L Trent IM, Alan to ask if possible. 

Bishops verses Stranglers, consultation game ( Nigel to organise ). 

AOB – Juniors. We are not ready for this year. Explore possibility of coaching 

certificates. 

May need Poppy Room due to extra matches. 

Membership, new applicants need to be proposed and seconded by a club 

officer. 

Subscriptions – Full Membership £50.00 ( £18.00 RBL, £15.00 room hire, 

£17.00 to the club ).  If subscription paid by 30-9-2010 then a £5.00 discount is 

applied. 

Proposed changes to the Hertfordshire League – Time changes ( options in 

order of preference ). 

Default G80 but change automatically to G80 for distance between clubs 

greater than 20 miles. 

Change default time to G80 for divisions 4 to 7. 

Deduction of 1 match point for every 2 games defaulted. 

The HOME team always has Black on board one. 

Election of Officers 

Chairman  Nigel Kerby 

Secretary  David Hobden 

Treasurer  Kevin White 

Herts Team 1 Capt. Gary Thurston 

Herts Team 2 Capt. Nigel Kerby 

Herts Team 3 Capt. Judith Heffer 



Herts Team 4 Capt. Ian Ward 

Russell Cup Capt.  Gary Thurston 

Sharp Cup Capt.  Nigel Kerby 

U140 Cup Capt.  Judith Heffer 

U120 Cup Capt.  Ian Ward 

National Club Capt. Jon Spencer 

Team Correspondence Lara Osiyemi 

H&D Bishops Capt.  Charles Willbe 

H&D Stranglers Capt. Ian Ward 

Club Championship Matthew Poole 

Dr Hewitt Cup  Charles Willbe  

Rapid Play   Adam Hirst 

Blitz Tournament  Kevin White 

Webmaster   Jon Spencer 

Librarian   Jon Spencer 

Tour Organiser  Alan Trent 

Trophy Officer  Mark Heffer 

Club Ladder Organiser Ian Ward 

Meeting Closed. 

2011 

Anand and Magnus fight it out to be No 1 on the world rating list. 

Houdini defeats Rybka in Chess Engine World Championship. 

BSCC ( 65th ) AGM venue Royal British Legion, 18th August 2011. 

Present Nigel Kerby (Chairman), Kevin White (Treasurer), David Hobden 

(Secretary), Paul Kenning, Jon Spencer, Charles Willbe, Gary Thurston, Adam 

Hirst, Matthew Poole, Joe O’Sullivan and Ieuan Ward. 

Apologies - Mark Heffer, Judith Heffer and Alan Trent. 



Secretary Report – David HobdenReview of Season 2010 – 2011 

My year as BSCC Secretary has been full of incident; fortunately, due to the 

organising expertise of the Chairman, Nigel Kerby, and able support from 

captains and organisers the club has completed all fixtures with few problems. 

Our Club has in fact completed a very successful season in the clubs 65th year. 

Three teams in the Hertfordshire Chess Association League have again 

performed well to stay up in their respective divisions – especially Team 1 

coming runners up again in Division 2.  Captain Gary Thurston had a tough time 

with availability and selection but somehow pulled off another great 

performance. 

Rumour has it that Team 2 captained by Nigel Kerby are just biding their time 

in Div 3 waiting for Team 1 to be promoted to Division 1, then they will win 

their Division and move up to Division 2! 

Team 3 captained by Judith Heffer played well by maintaining their position in 

Division 5 and it will continue to be an important source of League match 

experience.  

Our two teams in the Hertford and District League played well and the 

accolades go to the ‘Stranglers’ who are the unbeaten League Champions. Well 

done the team and especially the captain Nigel who somehow found the 

energy to captain three teams last season! 

I would like to mention that one team that managed a draw against them was 

our ‘Bishops’ team captained by Charles Willbe. We may unfortunately have to 

revert back to only one team in the H&D League next season – decision to be 

announced. 

We competed in many KO Cup competitions including U120, U140, Russell and 

U160 Sharp. 

Success and glory goes to our U160 team who are the Sharp Cup winners 

beating Letchworth and Hitchin in the final, well done to the team and captain 

Nigel who was really on fire motivating his teams! 

More success and glory was achieved by our team entered into the National 

Club Championship (Intermediate) and they really put the icing on the cake by 

winning the competition by beating a very experienced club ‘Wanstead 



&Woodford’ in the final. A fantastic result- well done to the team and Jon 

Spencer the Captain. 

The club gives all our team members and especially our Captains - Gary, Nigel, 

Judith, Jon, Charles and Adam, our thanks for all that they achieved last 

season. 

 

Membership 

Since last season we have lost 7 members and gained 5 although not all are 

fully ‘active’ in competitive competitions and some newcomers have since 

‘disappeared’. 

Currently we rely on a squad of 20 members to play in all our League and Cup 

teams. 

Finding new members will be a priority for me especially by improving our 

publicity locally and I will be contacting local organisations, nearby churches 

and double checking local libraries but probably our club website is our 

strongest asset. 

To raise our profile, one idea is to place an article in the local press regarding 

our superb win of the National Club Championship (Intermediate). 

We will submit it before the start of the new season. - I will action this with 

assistance from Adam and the winning team captain Jon Spencer. 

 

Social 

The end of season social was well attended on 18 June at ZIZZI’s that combined 

an end of season celebration of success with an acknowledgement that this is 

the clubs 65th year. 



Club Resources 

An inventory of our sets of chessmen, boards, clocks (analogue and digital) plus 

score sheets etc was completed on 14 July and the result is as follows; 

Boards – Total 20: 4 large and 10 standard size (acceptable condition) – 6 

usable but in need of refurbishment. 

Clocks – Total 28: 13 Analogue and 15 Digital (10 DGT and 5 Saitek). 

Chess sets– Total 19: 11 tournament (mainly good condition) and 8 acceptable. 

Quantity of score sheets, adjournment envelopes and pens are adequate for 

next season. 

Trophies - Dr Hewitt, Club Champion trophy, Trent, Crosby, Capsey (Tankard), 

Ashley and Chairman’s Cup. 

One cup is missing – the Club Championship challengers Cup - apparently taken 

away by last year’s winner and not returned – the Chairman is aware. 

The situation on set/board/clock quantities is that we should have enough 

resources whatever our fixture commitments are next season. 

General check of condition of our Chess sets shows damage to some of the 11 

Tournament sets - plan is to replace damaged Kings (the cross on the crown is 

fragile) and damaged Rooks ( the castellation break off).  At the recent 

Committee meeting it was suggested we have a suitable adhesive available for 

quick repairs! 

Our extensive chess book library (total last year 202) is still proving to be useful 

to some members but I suggest ‘ raising the profile’ of whatwe have to get 

more interest – I propose  a cabinet with glass doors and place it next to the 

main equipment – I will contact the RBL about this. The club book check is 

planned for end of August. 

Our notice board with club membership forms and membership that was 

intended to be used for league, Cup, internal competition results/info but 

seems ‘under utilised’ – partly my fault – we should at least display our 

updated Club membership application forms and next seasons League fixture 

dates. 

A great idea but apparently not actually taken up by our members was the club 

‘ladder’ competition where players can challenge each other with the winners 



‘climbing’ the ladder. We obviously need a review and decide whether we give 

it another try – maybe we were just too busy with League, Cup and other 

internal competitions. 

Other News 

The Hertford and District League (H&D) are ‘considering’ splitting into two 

regional based leagues with the top teams competing in an overall 

Championship Tournament. This club has always supported the H&D League 

(U160 limit) and we await any further news on this issue.   

I attended the Hertfordshire Chess Association AGM on Friday 1 July – we 

returned the U120 Cup won by us last season and in return were given the 

Sharp Cup accepted on our behalf by Paul Kenning. 

Two juniors have been visiting our club recently and one even took part in our 

last fun handicap blitz tournament – deciding on how best we deal with junior 

membership was discussed by the club Committee.  The proposal of a ‘Junior 

Club’ has raised a number of issues and is still under review. 

Our Club Championship tournament may change its format to G80 playing rate 

played over a weekend – subject to approval. 

A special evening to celebrate the clubs 65th Birthday and 50 years at the RBL is 

being planned – at the Hunters Meet, Hatfield Heath on Saturday 29th October. 

The RBL has new opening times since 11 July and the main door now opens 

7pm Thursdays. 

 

Presentation of Trophies 

Club Champion Trophy – Nigel Kerby 

Club Champion Challengers Cup – David Hobden (no cup actually present) 

Blitz Champion (Trent Cup) – Kevin White 

Blitz Challenge Cup (Hobden Cup) – Alan Trent 

Rapid Play Champion (Crosby Cup) – Paul Kenning 

Rapid play Challenge (Capsey Tankard) – Adam Hirst 

Most points for the club season 2010-11 (Brown Cup) – Jon Spencer 



Largest grade increase season 2010-11 (Ashley Cup) – Adam Hirst 

All play all competition (ungraded) Dr Hewitt Cup – Kevin White 

Hewitt Challengers (Leyns Cup) – Joe O’Sullivan 

Award to the club member who has contributed conspicuous time and effort 

for the club (Chairman’s Cup) – Charles Willbe 

Additional Trophies on show were the National Intermediate Club Shield (we 

are the holders of this title) and the ‘Blakey Shield‘ Champions of the Hertford 

and District League (we are the holders of this title), lastly, the Sharp Cup 

(U160) Hertfordshire clubchampions (we are the holders of this title). 

League Matters 

It was agreed to enter the following teams for the Hertfordshire League 

Team 1 - Division 2 

Team 2 - Division 3 

Team 3 - Division 5 

For Hertfordshire Cup competitions we will enter a team for each of the 

following 

Russell (open), Sharp (U160), Cup (U140) and Minor (U120). 

In the Hertford and District League (H&D) we will enter one team. 

In the North Essex League we will enter one team. 

For the North Essex Cup we will enter one team. 

This depends on approval at the North Essex AGM due 15th September 2011. 

We will enter three teams into National Club Competitions 

National Major (U205), National Intermediate (U170) we are the holders of this 

title, National Minor (U145). 

Election of Committee Officers and Team Captains 

The Chairman had previously contacted all concerned and the following 

positions of Committee, Captains and organisers are as agreed for Season 

2011-2012 

Chairman – Mark Heffer 



Treasurer – Kevin White 

Secretary – David Hobden 

Club Championship organiser – Matthew Poole 

Dr Hewitt Cup – Charles Willbe 

Blitz and ‘Fun Blitz’ organiser – Kevin White 

Rapid play organiser – Adam Hirst 

Consultation game organiser – Kevin White / Nigel Kerby 

Team 1 – Gary Thurston 

Team 2 – Paul Kenning 

Team 3 – David Hobden 

H&D Team – Charles Willbe 

North Essex Team – Nigel Kerby 

North Essex Cup Team – Nigel Kerby 

Russell Cup Team – Gary Thurston 

Sharp Cup Team – Paul Kenning 

Major Cup Team – Charles Willbe 

Minor Cup Team – David Hobden 

National Major (U205) Team – Jon Spencer 

National Intermediate (U170) Team – Jon Spencer 

National Minor (U145) Team – Adam Hirst 

Trophies officer – Judith Heffer 

Librarian and Webmaster – Jon Spencer 

Tour Organiser – Nigel Kerby 

The Secretary (on behalf of all members) thanked the outgoing Chairman Nigel 

Kerby for his dedication and drive that has turned the fortunes around for the 

club. 

Any other business 



A particular donated analogue clock should remain the property of the club 

even though we use mainly the digital type for league and cup matches 

(requested by Graham Lawrence) agreed. 

A ‘Junior section’ for our club has always been considered but the practical and 

legal issues have yet again caused a delay on the decision on forming it until 

the next AGM. 

A lengthy discussion was held regarding the Royal British Legion (RBL) - the 

owners of our club room - and their financial situation that led to a decision 

regarding a ‘one off’ donation to the RBL in addition to our yearly subscriptions 

- usually paid October. 

Many figures were discussed regarding member donations and what the club 

would contribute. It was left in the hands of the Treasurer to ensure 

subscriptions are duly paid by all current (and new) members and collect the 

individual RBL donations then decide on the amount that would be appropriate 

as a club ‘one off’ donation top up. 

We have a missing Trophy that was taken and not returned by last year’s 

winner – the Chairman has attempted to contact the person to ensure its 

return but with no success. We do have a member who will try again to get its 

return. 

Yearly club subscriptions for adults under 65 were agreed at £50 including the 

due dates that apply for discount (reducing membership to £45) and team 

player eligibility rules. 

It is highly recommended that all current members pay their subscription by 

the end of September to ensure discount and team member eligibility. 

For other fees and due dates  e.g. adults over 65, students, unemployed and 

juniors contact our Treasurer, club website or see clubroom notice board. 

Regarding improving our profile to increase our membership the Secretary 

agreed to send an article about the clubs success in competitions to a local 

newspaper. 

Refurbishment of some of our well used wooden boards will be organised by 

the club secretary. The Secretary will also enquire if we can place a book 

cabinet with glass doors near our club room to display part of our extensive 

library currently locked away and out of sight. 



A celebration of the clubs 65th year and 50 years at the RBL is organised for 29 

October 2011 and will by organised by Charles Willbe. 

Meeting closed at 2200 hr with some members immediately getting chess sets 

out and playing probably into the small hours – what dedication! What a great 

club we have! 

David Hobden (Secretary) 

Officer and Captain Reports …….. 

Treasurer report 

Current balance sheet as below. Bank account at last statement (10 Mar) stood 

at £706.58, with £5 subs to be deposited, and £58.00 of cheques expected to 

be presented, £20.00 cheque not expected. Current value is therefore £673.58.  

 

Notes – Unpresented cheque of £20.00 to ECF. Unpaid subs totalling £65 are 

not included.  

The picture shows that apart from new equipment being bought we have 

broke even this year.  

Budget for year ahead 

It is already know that game fee will be increasing, with a further significant 

increase expected when the ECF income review is completed. We can expect 

our league expenses to increase by £20-30 next year, and at least that amount 

the year after. Expenditure of £50 on engravings was unusually low – a more 



normal year would expect £100. It is unlikely that any further new equipment 

will be bought.  

Consequences of RBL Club funding problems 

The RBL club have now clearly realised the reason for their cash flow problems. 

Work is under way to rectify this, and I see no reason why the Club is not 

financially viable for the future, and should soon turn a profit.  

There are two areas where this can be expected to affect us. The first is in 

what we pay to the club for use of their facilities. We must expect that a more 

hard-nosed business attitude from RBL club will involve us being asked to 

contribute more than we currently do. The second area is the one-off donation 

to assist the Club’s financial situation. We can gain much by being generous in 

their hour of need, and lose plenty if we disappoint. I would hope that as a 

combined club we could contribute a single cheque into four-figures from a 

combination of individual donations, and extra from club funds if appropriate.  

Kevin White (Treasurer) 

 

First team (Division 2) 

The first team had a very good season finishing second in Division 2. Over the 

board we only lost two matches which meant we were in contention right at 

the very end for promotion. Defaulting our last game meant that Stevenage 

had captured the title, which they were likely to do even if we had managed to 

get a team out. We lost Lara half way through the season and needed several 

players to play up early, thank you to them and all the team for a great effort 

and well done to Kevin on board 1 not losing the entire season. I am confident 

that at any stage we could step up and challenge in the first division which I 

think we should do when we can sustain the squad strength. Calling on 

Lawrence and recruiting other strong members would of course make us a 

formidable squad and realise this aspiration sooner rather than later.                      

Gary Thurston (1st Team Captain) 

 



 

 

 

 

Second Team (Division 3) 

The second team had a solid season finishing with 50 per cent including a 

couple of excellent results.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Nigel Kerby (2nd Team Captain) 

 

Third Team (Division 5)       

Bishop's Stortford 3's had what I consider to be a successful season, easily 

retaining their status in Division 5 of the Hertfordshire League. The only teams 

to finish above us were Letchworth 2, who out graded us considerably on each 

board, and St Albans 3's, who also had on paper a very strong side. We 

therefore, finished third of seven in the division.  

 

 

 

 



 

Judith Heffer (3rd Team Captain) 

 

Hertford & District League 

 

Stortford Stranglers 

I am very pleased to announce that Bishop’s Stortford have yet again won the 

Hertford & District League and on this occasion by a large margin.  The 

Stranglers went through the season unbeaten with nine wins and three draws.  

During the season ten different playersrepresented the Stranglers and no one 

lost more than two games.  Overall an excellent result.  Well done everyone!! 

 

Nigel Kerby (Stortford Stranglers Captain) 



 

Stortford Bishops 

Apart from a couple of occasions when we lost having the higher average 

grade and a couple where we drew having the lower average grade, we won 

when we had the higher average grade and lost when we didn’t. Unfortunately 

there were significantly more of the latter! 

Charles Willbe (Stortford Bishops Captain) 

 

National Club Competition (Intermediate) 

We entered this national competition with a strong and spirited team. Our 

desire to win was demonstrated by the fact that we only lost one game 

throughout the whole competition. We were deserved winners of the trophy 

with a good win in the final over the experienced and equally matched team of 

Wanstead and Woodford. Well done to all the team! 

Round 1: BS vs St. Albans, 03 Feb 2011, Bishop’s Stortford Chess Club 

Gary Thurston (168) 0.5-0.5 Ian Cross (141) 

Paul Kenning (150) 1-0 Paul Laskier (142) 

Jon Spencer (149) 1-0 Tim Acton (129) 

Adam Hirst (104) 1-0 Ray Claret (135) 

Quarter-Final: Bedford vs BS, 13 Mar 2011, St. Marks Comm. Centre, Bedford. 

G. Valerio (156) 0-1 Gary Thurston (168) 

J Harbour (154) 0-1 Paul Kenning (150) 

C. Hill (142) 0.5-0.5 Jon Spencer (149) 

N. Staddon (125) 0-1 Adam Hirst (105) 

Semi-Final: Alwoodley vs BS, 05 Jun 2011, Syston & District Social Club. 

Paul Clarke (152) 0-1 Gary Thurston (168) 

Hugh Thornton (149) 0-1 Paul Kenning (150) 

Jim Lobey (139) 0.5-0.5 Jon Spencer (149) 

Michael Dow (128) 0.5-0.5 Adam Hirst (104) 

Final: Wanstead & Woodford vs BS, 10 Jul 2011, Golden Lane Community 

Centre. 



Mark Murrell (162) 0.5-0.5 Gary Thurston (168) 

Philip Staniland (157) 0-1 Paul Kenning (150) 

Keith Jones (145) 0-1 Jon Spencer (149) 

Andy Lu (105) 1-0 Adam Hirst (104) 

 

Name grade Gam

es 

Wo

n 

Dra

w 

Lost % Perf +/- 

Gary 

Thurston 

168 4 2 2 0 75 178 +10 

Paul 

Kenning 

150 4 4 0 0 100 201 +51 

Jon Spencer 149 4 2 2 0 75 164 +15 

Adam Hirst 104 4 2 1 1 63 136 +32 

   10 5 1    

 

Jon Spencer (National Club Competition, Intermediate, Captain) 

 

Sharp Cup (Under 160) 

I am pleased to announce we have yet again won the Sharp Cup and without 

losing any individual matches!  Well done everyone!! 

Quarter Final 

Abbey Knights gave us a walkover.  

Semi Final 

Stevenage turned up with a reasonably strong team although we out graded 

them on every board.  We had two early wins from Laurie and Nigel which set 

up us nicely and enabled the three top boards to take draws.  Judith also won 

her match although under extreme time pressure and with everyone watching 

it was rather tense.  So inthe end it was a comfortable 4.5-1.5 win with no one 

losing.   

Bishops Stortford      Stevenage  

Board  1: Jordan, Tony 156  ½  Price, Derick 148  



Board  2: Spencer, Jonathan 149 ½  Leadbetter, Stephen 132  

Board  3: Kenning, Paul H 150  ½  Price, Michael K 141  

Board  4: Kerby, Nigel P 150  1-0  Belton, David J 140  

Board  5: Mercer, Laurie 140  1-0  Trethewey, Frank 133  

Board  6: Heffer, Judith 137  1-0  Jones, Len 132  

Match Score:     4.5-1.5  

Final 

We were winning on all six boards and it could have easily been a whitewash  

   

Letchworth & Hitchin     Bishops Stortford 

Board 1: Fletcher, Matt K 153   ½  Adams, Ronald F 156 

Board 2: Harris, Mark 157            0-1   Osiyemi, Lara 157 

Board 3: Nelson, Ian 158    ½  Kenning, Paul H 

150 

Board 4: Barnes, Jon P 157   0-1   Kerby, Nigel P 150 

Board 5: Mutton, Ian 152   0-1   Spencer, Jonathan 149 

Board 6: Gardner, Phillip K 145   ½  Mercer, Laurie 140 

Match Score:    1.5-4.5  

Name Played Won Drew Lost Total  % Grade Performance Difference 

Ron Adams 1 0 1 0 0.5 50 156 153 -3 

Tony Jordan 1 0 1 0 0.5 50 156 148 -8 

Lara Osiyemi 1 1 0 0 1 100 157 207 50 

Paul Kenning 2 0 2 0 1 50 150 150 0 

Jon Spencer 2 1 1 0 1.5 75 149 166 17 

Nigel Kerby 2 2 0 0 2 100 150 199 49 

Laurie 

Mercer 2 1 1 0 1.5 75 140 164 24 

Judith Heffer 1 1 0 0 1 100 137 182 45 

 

Nigel Kerby (Sharp Cup Captain) 

Under 140 Cup 



BS received a bye in our first round of the U140 Cup, which left us to play St 

Albans in the semi-final.  The result of this match was unfortunately not in our 

favour, BS being defeated 4.5-0.5. 

Judith Heffer (Under 140 Cup Captain)  

 

Under 120 Cup 

Having won this last season, we were keen to do well this season. However 

things were against us from the word go as we lost 3 of the 4 previous 

members of the team through grade improvements or leaving the club for 

pastures new. We were also drawn against the previous season’s finalists, St 

Albans, away, who had strengthened their squad. To cap it all we could only 

muster a team of 3 for a 4 board squad. 

Already 1 point down, myself, David and Alex carried on regardless, however 

David and I never looked like winning. Alex was doing well until somewhere in 

the middle where he lost out to a winning start. In the end a comprehensive 

defeat ended the defence of our title before we ever really got started. Maybe 

next year. 

Alternative Report 

We came, we saw, we lost. 

Adam Hirst (Under 120 Cup Captain) 

 

Club Championship 

The Club Championship, held on Saturday 05 March 2011, was over a four 

round Swiss. With no previous winners present a new champion was due to 

emerge. 

Lara was the pre-tournament favourite and get off to a winning start against 

Mark.  I also started with a win against Adam who missed that I could make a 

queen sacrifice resulting in mate and once he had seen it, apart from swearing 

rather loudly he very kindly let me play out the combination.  David started off 

how he intended to continue playing excellently against Judith and achieving a 

winning start. 

 



In round two Lara made it two out of two but only after a very difficult game 

against David which he was lucky not to lose.  I played Judith next and initially 

got in a very good position, but then Judith struck back and eventually I was 

very happy to get a draw.  Mark got his first win against Adam. 

In round three Lara and I met in which was to prove the decisive game. The 

game went to an equal endgame but with my good bishop against Lara's bad 

bishop and after a couple of inaccurate moves by Lara I managed to force 

through a pawn.  David continued his excellent form with a win over Mark and 

Adam got off the Mark with a win over Judith. 

In the fourth and final round Mr and Mrs Heffer were drawn against each 

other and decided to take a Grand Master draw.  Adam then won a piece for a 

pawn against Lara and agreed a draw.  Which left David and me playing, David 

was again playing excellently and missed an opportunity in the middle-game 

for a break through and eventually in the endgame I managed to force a pawn 

through.  At this point Gary, Laurie and Kevin appeared. 

 

The final scores were (we scored 3 points for a win, 1 for a draw and 0 for a 

loss, although in the end it didn't make a difference): 

1: Osiyemi, Lara 157    1-0 : 4 , 1-0 : 6 , 0-1 : 2 , 1/2 : 5 ,  2.5 

2: Kerby, Nigel P 150    1-0 : 5 , 1/2 : 3 , 1-0 : 1 , 1-0 : 6 ,  3.5 = Club Champion 

3: Heffer, Judith  137    0-1 : 6 , 1/2 : 2 , 0-1 : 5 , 1/2 : 4 ,  1.0 

4: Heffer, Mark  124    0-1 : 1 , 1-0 : 5 , 0-1 : 6 , 1/2 : 3 ,  1.5 

5: Hirst, Adam  104    0-1 : 2 , 0-1 : 4 , 1-0 : 3 , 1/2 : 1 ,  1.5 

6: Hobden, David 104    1-0 : 3 , 0-1 : 1 , 1-0 : 4 , 0-1 : 2 ,  2.0 

We then in time honoured fashion withdrew for a couple of beverages. 

Many thanks to everyone for the good spirit it was played in. 

Nigel Kerby(on behalf of Matthew Poole, Club Championship Organiser) 

 

 

Hewitt Cup 



 

Charles Willbe (Hewitt Cup Organiser) 

 

Blitz Competitions 

 

Start of season of blitz was on the evening of 16th September and was played 

using time handicaps. 

 

 



Club championship blitz was played 22 January 2011.The tournament was an 

all-play-all with two game mini-matches, the aggregate match scores below. 

 

Trophy winners are Kevin and Alan. 

 

 

 

 

End of season blitz was held 9th June with time handicaps and an experimental 

rule allowing both players’ times to be halved.  

 

 

Kevin White (Blitz Competition Organiser) 

 

 

 



Brown Cup 

 Played Points Percentage 

Jon Spencer 29 17.0 59 

Judith Heffer 27 16.5 61 

Nigel Kerby 21 14.5 69 

Alan Trent 22 14.5 66 

Paul Kenning 22 13.5 61 

Mark Heffer 25 13.5 54 

Laurie Mercer 23 11.5 50 

Charles Willbe 24 11.5 48 

Kevin White 12 10.0 83 

Gary Thurston 15 9.5 63 

Lara Osiyemi 12 9.0 75 

Adam Hirst 17 9.0 53 

Ron Adams 13 8.0 62 

Tony Jordan 11 6.0 55 

David Hobden 16 5.5 34 

Nick Alexander 7 4.0 57 

Ben Davey 6 2.5 42 

Joe 0'Sullivan 4 2.0 50 

Ralph Jordan 1 1.0 100 

George Lunn 3 1.0 33 

Alex Caller 3 1.0 33 

Matthew Poole 5 0.0 0 

 

End of AGM  2011 



2012 

40th Olympiad at Istanbul Turkey, Armenia and Russia win top medals. 

BSCC ( 66th ) AGM venue Royal British Legion, 16th August 2012. 

In attendance – Mark Heffer (Chairman), Kevin White (Treasurer), Nigel Kerby, 

Paul Kenning, Jon Spencer, Gary Thurston, Ieuan Ward, Judith Heffer, Alan 

Trent. 

Apologies for absence – David Hobden, Charles Willbe, Adam Hirst 

Review of Season 2011-2012 

This report will be a pleasure with the club completing what can only be called 

a very successful season, all made possible by the dedication, support and 

performance of the club members.  

Just how serious we are regarding our club has been proved by the following 

results. 

Hertfordshire Chess Association League 

Team 1 - winners of division two 

Team 2 - runners up in division three 

Team 3 - joint runners up in division five 

U120 Cup - winners 

U140 Cup – semi-finalists 

Old Puller Cup - runners up 

 

Hertford and District League 

North League - winners 

Inter League KO final - winners of the ‘Blakey Shield’ and league champions 

H&D Quickplay (U160 Blitz) tournament - winners 

 

National Club Championship ‘Intermediate’ 

Winners (retaining the title) 



 

SCCU 

Members have played for Hertfordshire county teams and I would like to 

mention that Paul Kenning (for the fourth time) has won the Tom Wright 

Memorial Cup (for most points scored). 

 

The club had also entered a team in the following events: Russell Cup, Sharp 

Cup, NCC Minor and NCC Major. No success here but we did broaden our 

involvement and experience in local and national chess tournaments. 

 

Internal Competitions 

All appeared to run relatively smoothly thanks to the efforts of the organisers. 

Club Championship, Dr Hewitt Cup, Rapid play, Blitz and ‘fun’ Blitz 

tournaments are all completed with the winners announced below. 

 

Club Resources 

The club room has had extra furniture moved in by the RBL recently but we are 

still able to hold two home league matches on the same evening but it is a 

squeeze! 

The amount of best quality boards, chess sets and clocks is adequate for 12 

games and we could accommodate more if you include what I call our average 

quality boards and chess sets. 

Chess Sets  Tournament style 10 Average  2  Replaceable  6 

Boards  Tournament size 8  Average  6  Large  4 

Clocks  Tournament Digital 15 Analogue 12 

We seem to have enough score sheets and adjournment envelopes to see us 

through next season. 

Our library of books is now in our club room but not causing a space problem – 

I recently gave them a tidy up and remind you of this large resource of history 

and knowledge. 



Conclusion 

Well done to all organisers, our winning teams and hard working captains for a 

great season. You have made us all proud of being members of such a fine 

club. 

David Hobden (Secretary) 

 

Presentation of Trophies 

Club Champion Trophy – Ieuan Ward 

Club Champion Challengers Cup – Judith Heffer 

Blitz Champion (Trent Cup) – Kevin White 

Blitz Challenge Cup (Hobden Cup) – Judith Heffer 

Rapid Play Champion (Crosby Cup) – Kevin White 

Rapid play Challenge (Capsey Tankard) –  

Most points for the club season 2010-11 (Brown Cup) – Mark Heffer 

Largest grade increase season 2010-11 (Ashley Cup) – Mark Heffer 

All play all competition (ungraded) Dr Hewitt Cup – Adam Hirst 

Hewitt Challengers (Leyns Cup) – David Hobden 

Award to the club member who has contributed conspicuous time and effort 

for the club (Chairman’s Cup) – Nigel Kerby 

Tom Wright Memorial Cup (SCCU most points scored) –Paul Kenning 

100 points scored for club – Jon Spencer 

 

League Matters 

It was agreed to enter the following teams for the Hertfordshire League 

Team 1 - Division 1 

Team 2 - Division 3 

Team 3 - Division 5 



For Hertfordshire Cup competitions we will enter a team for each of the 

following: 

Russell (open), Sharp (U160), Cup (U140). 

In the Hertford and District League (H&D) we will enter one team. 

We will enter two teams into National Club Competitions 

National Major (U205) and National Intermediate (U170). 

 

Election of Committee Officers and Team Captains 

Chairman – Mark Heffer 

Treasurer – Kevin White 

Secretary – David Hobden 

Club Championship organiser – Kevin White 

Dr Hewitt Cup – Charles Willbe 

Blitz and ‘Fun Blitz’ organiser – Kevin White 

Rapid play organiser – Adam Hirst 

Consultation game organiser – Kevin White / Nigel Kerby 

Simultaneous game – Ieuan Ward 

Team 1 – Gary Thurston 

Team 2 – Paul Kenning (Nigel Kerby vice captain) 

Team 3 – Adam Hirst 

H&D Team – Charles Willbe 

Russell Cup Team – Gary Thurston 

Sharp Cup Team (U160) – Nigel Kerby 

Major Cup Team (U140) – Judith Heffer 

National Major (U205) Team – Gary Thurston 

National Intermediate (U170) Team – Jon Spencer 

Trophies officer – Alan Trent 



Librarian and Webmaster – Jon Spencer 

Tour Organiser – Judith Heffer 

Any other business 

 Nigel and Kevin came up with a compromise with the BSBL Club. Subs to 

the club will be increased by £5 per member and we will be given free 

use of our club room all year.  As a result subs will be increased by £5 

this year to £50  

 Subscriptions this year will £62 with a £12 discount for those members 

who were able to furnish the Club with their ECF membership and 

grading number. This will enable us to join members to the ECF on their 

behalf with the additional £12.00 collected. There will be no exceptions 

to this. Subscriptions to be paid by the end of September 2012 

 Concerns were raised about the current level of club membership, 

particularly at lower grades since we will be unable to enter teams in 

U120 Cup and National Minor next season. Several actions were agreed 

– select distribution of adverts (Gary), distribution to local libraries 

(David), newspaper article and advert (David), article in RBL magazine 

(David), letters to school and colleges in the local area (David). A new 

introductory membership fee was proposed (ECF membership paid) 

 Discussions were held concerning the possible re-start of the junior 

section, but it was decided we did not currently have sufficient members 

with the time to make it worthwhile this season 

 Alan Trent will obtain quotes for engraving all the cups from last season 

 It is with regret that I have to announce the sad loss of Dallas Snow aged 

94, a former member of the club 

Treasurers report 

Current balance sheet as below. Bank account at last statement (8 June) stood 

at £472.80, with £34.50 of cheques expected and £100 to be deposited. 

Current value is therefore £538.30.  

Kevin White (Treasurer) 

 

 



First team (Division 2) 

 

The first team has had a very successful season in Division 2, gaining promotion 

to division 1 in first place by a clear margin. 

We have been knocking on the door for several years now and with the 

inclusion of Ieuan bolstering Kevin at the top end of the team was a welcomed 

and grateful addition.  

Little did we know that our first opponents of the season, Watford, were going 

to push us right to the wire and be such a hard team to shake off. Although, I 

am sure our points tally could have been much higher if we hadn’t 

(encouraged by the Captain of course) taken so many tactical draws to close 

out the matches. 

It has been a great team effort and every player stepped up to the mark when 

required. Losing to Watford away was our only defeat and again this was a 

game we did not need to win as the title had already been secured. I am sure 

Nigel would have gone there if needed and drawn that game. 

As shown in the table below Ieuan led from the front winning all but 1 match, 

Kevin giving away very little and Gary, Nick, Nigel and Paul all adding valuable 

points to our games. The actual won games and overall difference was the best 

of all the divisions.  

I am confident we can hold our own next season in Division 1 but I am sure 

some all out aggression and a no fear attitude may be required at some stage 

to bring out those necessary wins. 

Name ECF code Grade Played Won Drew Loss 
Ward, Ieuan C 273248J 204 11 10 1 0 
White, Kevin 164525A 194 12 8 3 1 
Thurston, Gary 255003K 172 12 5 7 0 
Alexander, Nick 266714K 168 12 7 4 1 
Kerby, Nigel P 241765A 161 10 2 4 4 
Kenning, Paul 

H 

234286J 155 2 1 2 0 
 

Division 2 P W D L M   Ps As Pos Neg   For Agin   E DD Hi Ai 
Bishops Stortford 1 12 11 0 1 22   0 0 0 0   43.5 16.5   0 0 0 0 
Watford 2 12 10 1 1 21   0 0 0 0   40.5 19.5   0 0 0 0 
Royston 2 12 6 1 5 13   0 0 0 0   26.5 33.5   0 0 0 0 
St Albans 2 12 4 2 6 10   0 0 0 0   29.0 31.0   0 0 0 0 



Hertford 2 12 3 2 7 8   0 0 0 0   23.0 37.0   0 0 0 0 
Little Heath 1 12 1 3 8 5   0 0 0 0   24.0 36.0   0 0 0 0 
Letchworth & Hitchin 

1 

12 1 3 8 5   0 0 0 0   23.5 36.5   0 0 0 0 
 

Gary Thurston (1st Team Captain) 

 

Second Team (Division 3) 

This season the second team decided to run with a rotating captain in the 

absence of anyone who was willing to take on the captaincy full time. 

Therefore the captaincy was shared between Paul Kenning, Lara Osiyemi, Jon 

Spencer, Laurie Mercer and Mark Heffer. The team often required members of 

the third team to play up and were usually outgraded in many of the matches. 

Despite this the team pulled off some great results and finished in an excellent 

second position - the best performance of the second team in the third 

division. All of the core team members put in good performances throughout 

the season, with particular note being Laurie Mercer winning 8 out of 9 games 

played. Many thanks to all members who played.  

Jon Spencer (one of 5 captains) 

 

Name Grade Games Ave.Board Win Draw Loss % Grade 

Perf 

Perf 

Tony 

Jordan 

158 1 1 0 1 0 50 154 -4 
Paul 

Kenning 

155 11 1.1 5 3 3 59 175 +20 
Lara 

Osiyemi 

149 11 2.1 5 3 3 59 165 +16 
Jon 

Spencer 

150 9 2.7 5 2 2 67 166 +16 
Alan Trent 144 6 3.7 3 2 1 67 160 +16 
Laurie 

Mercer 

138 9 4.1 8 0 1 88 179 +41 
Mark 

Heffer 

118 3 4.3 1 2 0 67 157 +39 
Judith 

Heffer 

138 4 4.7 0 0 4 0 92 -46 
Charles 

Will be 

130 5 5 2 1 2 50 126 -4 
David 

Hobden 

103 1 5 0 0 1 0 101 -2 
 

 

 

 



Third Team (Division 5)     

 

This maybe my last report as a Captain of a League Team as in most sports it’s 

becoming a young man’s game – especially the organising and travelling 

involved the length and breadth of Hertfordshire. 

What compensates for the stress and effort required in modern chess are the 

players you play with week in week out. 

I was lucky (as usual with Team 3) to play alongside some excellent players 

who took on all the challenges with a friendly approach. 

Moral was very high and we did not miss one fixture and were never late for an 

away match – not easy with today’s traffic. 

The team of Judith, Charles, Mark, Adam, myself and occasionally our reliable 

reserve George achieved a great result in being joint runners up in a very 

competitive Division. 

Usually we were out graded on at least two boards but we surprised even 

ourselves with the results. 

In particular Judith, Charles and Mark played well and made life easy for Adam 

and Myself to pick up a point to draw or win a match. 

We lost just two matches and that shows the fighting spirit of the team. 

Well done to the team for a great result to an enjoyable season. 

David Hobden (3rd Team Captain) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hertford & District League 

 



 

H&D Blitz (Laurie, Judith, Charles, Mark, Adam) 

 

H&D Quick Play tournament 

Tonight we took to the H&D Quickplay at Allenbury’s 8 keen Stortford 

players.The hosts, however, had only been able to muster 3 for their team and 

so I offered any two of our top three players to help them and even the teams 

up a bit (the H&D has always been a friendly league!). Paul and Alan kindly 

volunteered and played their part in helping “Allenford” – the hybrid name 

that was payment for our two loaned players – to a creditable 4th place out of 

seven, scoring 5 points. Ahead of them were Hertford with 6 points, Stevenage 

with 7 points and Bishops Stortford with 11 points. Fittingly, our last game 

was against “Allenford” with Paul playing Board 2 (and winning) and Alan 

playing Board 3 (coming second). We then sat out the last round knowing that 

we could not be caught! 

Bishops 

Stortford 

Stevenage Hoddesdon WHCF Hemel Hertford Allenford TOTAL 

Lara 

Osiyemi 

X 1 1 0.5 0.5 1 4/5 

Laurie 

Mercer 

0 0.5 1 0 0.5 X 2/5 

Judith 

Heffer 

1 1 0 X 1 0 3/5 

Charles 

Will be 

0 1 X 1 1 1 4/5 



Mark 

Heffer 

1 X 1 1 1 1 5/5 

Adam 

Hirst 

0.5 0 0.5 1 X 1 3/5 

TOTAL 2.5-2.5 3.5-1.5 3.5-

1.5 

3.5-

1.5 

4-1 4-1 21/25 

RESULT DRAW WIN WIN WIN WIN WIN 1st 

I’m afraid I didn’t get the opponents for our “Allenford” players but results 

were … 

Allenford             TOTAL 

2 Paul Kenning 1 0 1 0 1 1 4 

3 Alan Trent 0 1 0 0.5 0 1 2.5 

 All in all a fittingly successful end to a brilliant H&D season with Mark 

personally capping a brilliant season with a faultless performance. Many 

thanks to all eight who took part, especially Paul and Alan for agreeing to play 

for “Allenford”. 

Charles Willbe (H&D Captain) 

 

National Club Competition – Major 

Round 1, Sat 14th Jan 2012, Royal British Legion, Bishop’s Stortford 

Bishops Stortford 1.5-3.5 Wanstead and Woodford 

 

Kevin White (194) 0-1 David Spearman (181) 

Thurston (172) 0-1 Larry Marden (180) 

Paul Kenning (155) 0.5-0.5 Ian Hunnable (170) 

Jon Spencer (150) 0.5-0.5 Terry Whitton (170) 

Lara Osiyemi (149) 0.5-0.5 Philip Staniland (161) 

 



 

Major Plate Rd 1, Sun 4th Mar 2012, Royal British legion, Bishop’s Stortford 

Bishops Stortford 1.5-3.5 Bedford 

Ieuan Ward (204) 0.5-0.5 S.Ledger (197) 

Kevin White (194) 1-0 P.Harbershon (181) 

Paul Kenning (155) 0-1 R.Arulnandhy (168) 

Lara Osiyemi (162) 0-1 G.Valerio (162) 

Laurie Mercer (138) 0-1 C.Hill (149) 

 

Name Grade Games Avg 

board 

Won Draw Lost % Perf +/- 
Ieuan Ward 204 1 1  1  50 197 -7 
Kevin White 194 2 1.5 1  1 50 181 -13 
Gary 

Thurston 

172 1 2   1 0 130 -42 
Paul Kenning 155 2 3  1 1 25 144 -11 
Jon Spencer 150 1 4  1  50 170 +20 
Lara Osiyemi 149 2 4.5  1 1 25 137 -12 
Laurie 

Mercer 

138 1 5   1 0 99 -39 
 

Our first foray into the National Major competition for many years. We had 

strong hopes with both Ieuan and Kevin at the top. However, for both the first 

round and the major plate we were unable to raise our strongest team and 

struggled as a result. 

Jon Spencer (National Major Captain) 

 

National Club Competition (Intermediate) 

Round 1, Sat 7th Jan 2012, Wanstead House, Wanstead 

Wanstead and Woodford 1-3 Bishops Stortford  

Mark Murrell (168) 0.5-0.5 Paul Kenning (155) 

Philip Staniland (161) 0-1 Lara Osiyemi (149) 

Charlton Siddo (139) 0-1 Jon Spencer (150) 

Andy Lu (105) 0.5-0.5 Mark Heffer (118) 

 



Quarter-Final, Sat 10th Mar 2012, Royal British legion, Bishop’s Stortford 

Bishops Stortford 3-1 Maidstone 

Paul Kenning (155) 0.5-0.5 George Hollands (149) 

Lara Osiyemi (149) 1-0 Robert Lane (146) 

Jon Spencer (150) 0.5-0.5 Barry Beavis (149) 

Mark Heffer (118) 1-0 Alan Riddoch (128) 

 

Semi-Final, Sat 12th May 2012, Cosham Community Centre, Portsmouth 

 Cosham 1-3 Bishops Stortford 

 David Cordner (168) 0.5-0.5 Paul Kenning (155) 

Peter Dallas (141) 0-1 Jon Spencer (150)  

George Feltham (140e) 0.5-0.5 Lara Osiyemi (149) 

Stephen LeFevre (122) 0-1 Mark Heffer (118) 

 

Final, Sun 8th July 2012, Syston & District Social Club, Leicester 

Prescot & Knotty Ash 2-2 Bishop’s Stortford (win on board count)  

Kevin Sartain (156) 0-1 Paul Kenning (155) 

David Owens (152) 0.5-0.5 Jon Spencer (150) 

David Moore (134) 0.5-0.5 Lara Osiyemi (149) 

Bob Amos (133) 1-0 Mark Heffer (118) 

 

Name Grade Games Avg 

board 

Won Draw Lost % Perf +/- 
Paul Kenning 155 4 1 1 3 0 62.

3 

173 +18 
Jon Spencer 150 4 2.5 2 2 0 75 170 +20 
Lara Osiyemi 149 4 2.5 2 2 0 75 170 +21 
Mark Heffer 118 4 4 2 1 1 62.

3 

135 +17 
    7 8 1    

 



An excellent team performance once again to retain the title. In two years we 

have won 13, drawn 17 and lost just 2 individual games. Well done to all the 

team! 

Jon Spencer(National Intermediate Captain) 

 

National Club Competition (Minor) 

18 Mar R1 Forest of Dean (at home)   Bishop’s Stortford  L 2.5-1.5 

22 Apr  R2 Hackney  Bishop’s Stortford  L 1.5 – 2.5 

Adam Hirst (National Club Minor Captain) 

 

Russell Cup (Open) 

31/10  Hemel Hempstead - Bishop’s Stortford    L 6-0 (Defaulted) 

Sharp Cup (Under 160) 

12/3 (SF) St Albans - Bishop’s Stortford    D 3-3 (lost board count) 

Under 140 Cup 

23/2 (QF) Bishop’s Stortford - Watford                     W 3.5 – 1.5 

14/5 (SF) Stevenage - Bishop’s Stortford      L 3.5 – 1.5 

Under 120 Cup 

 



Another Cup win is always a nice achievement for the Club but what was 

particularly good was the way we won this trophy. Just the four of us, usually 

out graded on more than one board took on the clubs from Hertfordshire and 

playing excellently we beat all opposition. Mark was brilliant on board one and 

held the team together with his three wins and George even though out 

graded by his opponent played well on board four. That left myself and Adam 

to do enough to get a point between us to win the matches. A good season 

with friendly players and an enjoyable result. Well done to the team. 

David Hobden (Under 120 Cup Captain) 

 

Club Championship 

The Club Championship was held throughout the season as a knockout Swiss 

format. 

Ieuan Ward = Club Champion 

Judith Heffer = Club Challengers winner 

Club Championship Organiser 

Hewitt Cup 

 

Hewitt Cup winner = Adam Hirst 

Hewitt Challenger winner = David Hobden 

 

Charles Willbe (Hewitt Cup Organiser) 



 

Club Blitz Competition 

 

 

Blitz winner (Trent Cup) = Kevin White 

Blitz Challenge Cup (Hobden Cup) – Judith Heffer 

Kevin White (Blitz Competition Organiser) 

 

Member ‘most points’ list (current members shown in bold) 

Mark Heffer wins Brown Cup (most points scored during season). 

Jon Spencer awarded a tankard for reaching 100 points scored for the club. 

  Played  Points %  

Place 

mvmnt 

Games 

change 

Points 

change 

% 

change 

1 Sid Capsey 242 138.5 57               -              -  0 

2 Max Ashley 221 113.5 51               -              -  0 

3 Jon Spencer 165 100 61  Up 3 23 16 1 

4 

Freddie 

Bryan-Brown 161 93.5 58               -              -  0 

5 Tom Wright 176 92.5 53               -              -  0 



6 Nigel Kerby 154 88.5 57  Down 1 10 4 -2 

7 Paul Kenning 143 86.5 60  Up 1 20 11 -1 

8 

Laurie 

Mercer 157 85 54  Up 2 18 13 2 

9 

Charles 

Willbe 154 82.5 54  Up 3 23 11 -1 

10 

Graham 

Brown 120 76 63               -              -  0 

11 

Graham 

Lawrence 132 74.5 56               -              -  0 

12 

Gary 

Thurston 116 74 64  Up 1 13 9 0 

13 Ron Hubbard 140 72 51               -              -  0 

14 

David 

Hobden 135 70 52  Up 2 31 21 4 

15 

Melvin 

Steele 136 64.5 47               -              -  0 

16 Alan Trent 108 64.5 60  Down 1 6 4 1 

17 Rick Glew 86 48.5 56               -              -  0 

18 

Nick 

Alexander 75 48 64  Up 2 11 8 1 

19 Mark Heffer 71 44.5 63  Up 16 35 25 7 

20 Neville Jones 83 43 52               -              -  0 

21 

Nigel 

Courtman 82 41.5 51               -              -  0 

22 Paul Duxon 56 36 64               -              -  0 

23 Kevin White 47 36 77  Up 9 14 11 0 

24 Chris Gilbert 54 35.5 66               -              -  0 

25 Adam Hirst 80 33 41  Up 6 20 8 -2 



26 

Wayland 

Medlycott 50 32.5 65               -              -  0 

27 Judith Heffer 61 31.5 52  Up 11 27 13 -4 

28 Patrick Miller 46 31.5 68               -              -  0 

29 Tony Jordan 50 28.5 57  Down 4 2 1 -1 

30 Ben Davey 47 28 60               -              -  0 

31 Greg Daniel 45 27.5 61               -              -  0 

32 

Dave 

Sellman 45 27 60               -              -  0 

33 Ron Adams 52 26.5 51               -              -  0 

34 

Philip 

Vaincker 44 26 59               -              -  0 

35 Lara Osiyemi 40 26 65  Up 6 18 11 -5 

36 Steve Taylor 45 22.5 50               -              -  0 

37 Ian Ward 43 22.5 52               -              -  0 

38 Chris Swain 36 19.5 54               -              -  0 

39 Ron Young 34 19.5 57               -              -  0 

40 

Tony 

Woodcock 33 15.5 47               -              -  0 

41 

Alan 

Mackenzie  28 15.5 55               -              -  0 

42 George Lunn 27 15 56  Up 8 8 5 -3 

43 Ken Castle 19 15 79               -              -  0 

44 

Gordon 

Schales 25 14 56               -              -  0 

45 Alan Holden 24 14 58               -              -  0 

46 

Dirk 

Vettewinkel 22 14 64               -              -  0 



47 

Matthew 

Brown 22 13 59               -              -  0 

48 Brian Smith 40 12.5 31               -              -  0 

49 Phil Revell 17 11.5 68               -              -  0 

50 

Terry 

O'Carroll 20 11 55               -              -  0 

51 Ieuan Ward 12 11 92  

New 

entry 12 11  

52 

Darren 

Winstone 24 10.5 44               -              -  0 

53 

Tim 

Sinkinson 17 10 59               -              -  0 

54 Chris Lovisa 19 9.5 50               -              -  0 

55 

Anders 

Lernevall 26 9 35               -              -  0 

56 Jack Lyddon 18 8.5 47               -              -  0 

57 

Robert 

Crichton 13 7.5 58               -              -  0 

58 Simon Morris 17 7 41               -              -  0 

59 

Pieprzka 

Przemyslaw 12 7 58               -              -  0 

60 

David 

Faulkner 10 7 70               -              -  0 

61 

Richard 

Crosby 9 6.5 72               -              -  0 

62 Len Faucett 11 6 55               -              -  0 

63 Darren Allen 18 4.5 25               -              -  0 

64 Mike Brooks 13 4.5 35               -              -  0 

65 C. Dyke 10 4 40               -              -  0 



66 

IM Lawrence 

Trent 4 4 100               -              -  0 

67 

James 

Grimston 7 3.5 50               -              -  0 

68 P. Sharratt 4 3.5 88               -              -  -1 

69 

Matthew 

Poole 19 3 16  Down 1             -              -  0 

70 

Kristian 

Devoti 4 3 75               -              -  0 

71 

Rev. R. 

Jackson 4 2.5 63               -              -  -1 

72 

Joe 

O'Sullivan 5 2 40  Down 1             -              -  0 

73 

Marcio 

Catarino 3 2 67               -              -  0 

74 

Giusseppe 

Panarello 2 2 100               -              -  0 

75 D. Rutter 2 2 100               -              -  0 

76 Arshad Ali 2 2 100               -              -  0 

77 Mark Green 4 1.5 38               -              -  0 

78 Don Curtis 2 1.5 75               -              -  0 

79 G. Flack 9 1 11               -              -  0 

80 

Heather 

Graham 7 1 14               -              -  0 

81 Alex Caller 3 1 33               -              -  0 

82 D. Bone 2 1 50               -              -  0 

83 

Robert 

Rivera 2 1 50               -              -  0 

84 Eddie Leyns 2 1 50               -              -  0 



85 Ben Castle 2 1 50               -              -  0 

86 R. Bragg 1 1 100               -              -  0 

87 Ralph Jordan  1 1 100               -              -  0 

88 T. Hammond 1 0.5 50               -              -  0 

89 Steve Harvey 1 0.5 50               -              -  0 

90 Paul Smith 1 0 0               -              -  0 

91 Ian Seeley 1 0 0               -              -  0 

92 

Felix 

Balthasar 1 0 0               -              -  0 

93 Don Gibson 1 0 0               -              -  0 

 

End of 2012 AGM 

2013 

Magnus beats Anand to become World Champion. 

BSCC ( 67th ) AGM venue Royal British Legion, 15th August 2013. 

In attendance – Mark Heffer (Chairman), David Hobden (Secretary), Adam 

Hirst, Jeff Clare, Ieuan Ward, Judith Heffer, Paul Kenning, Jon Spencer and Gary 

Thurston. 

Apologies of absence – Kevin White (Treasurer), Nigel Kerby and Charles 

Willbe. 

Meeting opened at 20:05 by the Chairman. 

1. Minutes of last AGM( 16th August 2012 ) - having been previously 

distributed to all committee members for approval and receiving no objections 

– were agreed as correct. 

2. There were no matters arising from the last AGM minutes. 

3. Committee and captain reports. 

 



Secretary's report – I first would like to thank all captains, club organisers of 

internal competitions and in particular our trophy officer for getting us through 

another busy season and making possible the trophy awards tonight.  

I shall give a brief review of the season, HCA League first. 

Team one had a very successful return to the first division and achieved a 

credible 6th position. 

Team two had a good season and achieved 4th position in the third division 

despite considerable team and squad juggling and using I believe eleven 

players to complete all fixtures. 

Team three had an excellent season being runners-up in the fifth division and 

giving support to team two when required. 

 Now the H&D League team, as overall champions last year it was only to 

be expected that the opposition would turn out in force for the honour of 

beating us! 

For many of our matches the team were out-graded on most boards but still 

achieved 4th position in the Northern division only just missing the play off 

positions for the inter division finals for deciding the overall H&D champions. 

 National club competitions, we unfortunately lost both our opening 

matches in the Major and Intermediate and took no further part. 

In HCA KO cup competitions, for the Russell Cup we reached the Quarter-F but 

lost to Royston. 

In the Sharp Cup we reached the Final but lost to St Albans. 

In the U140 Cup we reached the Semi-F but lost to Stevenage. 

Our internal competitions were organised and run excellently by the 

respective organisers.   Awards as follows. 

Club championship ( winner – Ieuan Ward, challenger trophy – Mark Heffer ). 

Dr Hewitt Cup( winner – Charles Willbe, winner of Leyn Cup – Adam Hirst ). 

Rapid Play tournament ( winner – Kevin White, runner up – Judith Heffer ). 

Blitz tournament( winner – Ieuan Ward, runner up – Judith Heffer ). 



Additional awards were for 'most points won for the club last season' ( winner 

– Charles Willbe ). 

Largest 'overall increase in standard ECF grade last season' ( joint winners are – 

Gary Thurston and Charles Willbe ). 

For 'conspicuous achievement and contribution' of time and effort for the club 

( winner – Adam Hirst ). 

 

Finally I move onto Finances, Membership and Resources. 

Finances – see attached Treasurers report – my only comment is that finances 

are still looking good and our annual club membership fee will remain the 

same at £50-00 and for concessions ( 65 and over, unemployed, student ) £45-

00. 

Membership – This is the main issue of concern for us all.  We do need more 

members not only to support us financially but also at the important junior 

level. 

The club also needs newcomers supporting our league and cup teams in the 

forthcoming season. 

 So a difficult decision to make tonight, whether we can still support 

three HCA league teams or disband a team and enter only two next season. 

Resources – are more than adequate, we have plenty of sets, boards and 

clocks and the new installation of lighting in the club room has improved 

playing conditions considerably. 

That concludes my quick round up of the season 2012-13. 

Treasurer report -Headline figures show an improvement in the account of 

£193.76, though this actually a deceptive picture. 

ECF membership is now mandatory with applications being done by the 

individual, so is therefore off balance sheet. This shows in the vast reductions 

in league and National Club entries, which were previously made up mainly 

from grading costs. 

 We now pay to the RBL £20 per person towards BL affiliation, and £24 

per person for use of the club facilities. Unless informed otherwise, next years’ 

equivalent costs will be £21 for BL fees, and £24 for the club facilities. 



 The National Club competition is showing a profit, but this was due to 

last years’ winnings. 

Trophy engravings have yet to happen, so a double payment can be expected 

in next years’ accounts. 

Bishops Stortford Flyer advert. This was placed at a cost of approximately £70, 

however it was never collected. Lucky us! 

Category  Ins   Outs   Balance  

    Brought forward  £    472.80     £   472.80  

        

Engravings    £         -     £          -    

Subscriptions  £    936.00   £         -     £   936.00  

RBL    £   724.00  -£   724.00  

Herts Assoc.    £    38.74  -£     38.74  

H+D league    £         -     £          -    

Trophies    £    34.50  -£     34.50  

Website    £         -     £          -    

NC Expenses  £    100.00   £    45.00   £     55.00  

        

Carry forward    £   666.56  -£   666.56  

    Total  £ 1,508.80   £1,508.80   £          -    

 

Proposals for 2013/4. 

To keep club fees unchanged. 

Kevin White, Treasurer, 05/08/13 

 

 



Captain's verbal reports were given on league and cup competitions (see 

attached written reports) 

Organiser verbal reports were given (see attached written reports) 

4. Presentation of Trophies 

Club Championship 

Ieuan Ward – winner and Club Champion 

Mark Heffer – Club Championship Challenger Trophy 

Dr Hewitt Cup 

Charles Willbe – Winner of the Dr Hewitt Cup 

Adam Hirst – winner of the Leyn Cup 

Rapid Play Tournament 

Kevin White – winner of the Crosby Cup 

Judith Heffer – runner up and winner of the Capsey Cup 

Blitz Tournament 

Ieuan Ward – winner of the Trent Cup 

Judith Heffer – runner up and winner of the Hobden Cup 

Brown Cup 

Winner, Charles Willbe for winning the most league and cup match points for 

the club this season. 

Ashley Cup 

Joint winners, Gary and Charles for achieving the largest increase in ECF grade 

this season. 

Chairman’s Cup 

Winner, Adam Hirst for conspicuous achievement for our club in effort, time or 

successful event organisation. 

 

5. League teams to enter for next season. 



Hertfordshire (HCA) League – considerable discussion on this issue finally 

made it clear that for various reasons, entering three HCA league teams next 

season would be un-sustainable and therefore reluctantly only two teams will 

be entered. 

However, that registration of teams will finally be sent to Steve Law the 

HCA/H&D league secretary as late as possible, so that if there is an unexpected 

positive change to our membership then there are still options open to the 

committee. 

 

Hertford and District League ( H&D )– there are ample U160 players keen and 

able to support the one team that we shall enter again. 

6. HCA KO Cup competitions. 

The club will register one team into each of the following. 

Russell Cup (Open). 

Sharp (U160). 

U140 Cup. 

Note: U120 Cup ( a team will be entered if a squad available ) 

7. National Club Championships. 

No entry of a Major (Avg U175) team. 

We shall enter an Intermediate ( Avg U145 ) team if squad can be confirmed by 

the due registration date. 

8. Internal club competitions for next season. ( Organisers elected ) 

Club Championship – will have new rules for next season – Kevin White, 

organiser will send out details soon. 

Dr Hewitt Cup – will have new rules for next season – Charles Willbe, organiser 

will send out details soon. 

Rapid Play – Adam Hirst, organiser will send out invitations when appropriate. 

Blitz and handicap blitz – Kevin White, organiser will send out invitations when 

appropriate. 



Consultation game / Simultaneous display – Ieuan Ward, organiser to confirm 

these tentatively discussed events. 

9. Election of committee, captains, organisers and officers. 

All were proposed and seconded. 

Chairman – Mark Heffer 

Secretary – David Hobden( on the understanding that a ‘stand in’ will be 

necessary later this year as he will not be available for club duties for at least 

two months ) 

Treasurer- Kevin White 

Captain team one HCA Division one – Gary Thurston 

Captain team two HCA Division five – Adam Hirst ( note: could possibly be in 

division four ) 

Captain H&D (U160) team – Charles Willbe 

Russell Cup (Open) – Ieuan Ward 

Sharp Cup (U160) – Mark Heffer 

U140 Cup team – Judith Heffer 

U120 Cup team – will only enter a team if and when a squad formed 

National Club Championship( Intermediate – Avg U145 ) - Jon Spencer and 

Paul Kenning will enter a team if forming a squad is successful. 

10. Election of organisers and officers for internal club competitions and 

duties 

In addition to the information stated earlier in the minutes. 

Trophy Officer – Judith Heffer 

ECF enrolment officer– Kevin White will monitor that all members are enrolled 

for  graded games or alternatively that due payments for each game played by 

a non ECF member are collected. 

Librarian and Webmaster – Jon Spencer 

Tour / Local event organiser – Nigel Kerby 

 



11. Any other business 

Various points were discussed. 

An open evening to invite potential new members or juniors to visit the club – 

event organiser to explore the potential. 

The forming of a Junior Club – Jeff Clare is willing to explore the possibilities of 

forming a junior section. 

Jeff intends to report back to the committee on the feasibility of this with 

respect to the following items (note: list is not exhaustive). 

Premises either at the RBL or another venue. 

Sorting out Insurance – Health and Safety – Criminal Record checks – recruiting 

organisers – obtaining a chess coaching certificate – approaching schools and 

local colleges for interest – holding open evenings – calculating cost of 

equipment required and the membership fees of attendees. 

A family membership should be available for all members. 

Advertising the club – David Hobden intends to submit an article to five local 

papers as soon as possible. 

Jeff suggested producing a ‘ flyer ‘ advertising the club and he will report back 

on this proposal. 

Non availability dates for league / cup matches. 

A request - please inform the Secretary of dates that should not have matches. 

Currently 5-10 October and all of January 2014 have been requested. 

12. Meeting closed at 22:10 

2014 

41st Olympiad Tromso Norway, China and Hungary win top medals. 

Magnus beats Anand again to retain the World Championship. 

BSCC ( 68th ) AGM venue Royal British Legion,4th September 2014. 

In attendance – Mark Heffer (Chairman), David Hobden (Secretary), Kevin 

White (Treasurer), Adam Hirst, Ieuan Ward, Judith Heffer, Paul Kenning, Gary 

Thurston, Ron Hughes and Charles Willbe. 



Meeting opened at 20:00 by the Chairman. 

1. Apologies of absence – Lara Osiyemi, Robert Hitchings, JC Hannot and 

Nigel Kerby. 

2. Minutes of last AGM ( 15th August 2013 ) - having been previously 

distributed to all committee members for approval and receiving no objections 

– were agreed as correct. 

3. There were no matters arising from the last AGM minutes. 

4.  Committee and captain reports. 

Secretary's report,David Hobden – We have completed another busy season 

with all members yet againhelping our league and cup teams put up a great 

performance in the HCA and H&D Leagues. 

Team 1 got very close to having a shot at being HCA Div 1 champions but just 

missed out. 

Team 2 also had a great season achieving runners-up position in HCA Div 4. 

The H&D team also upheld the honour of the club by being champions of the 

‘Northern’ Division and entering the inter-divisional semi-final KO stage for the 

overall Championship. 

Our cup teams had no success in the (open) Russell or the U140 competitions 

but our U160 Sharp team came home with the silverware beating Hertford in 

the final. 

 Our internal competitions of club championship, Dr Hewitt Cup, Rapid 

and Blitz have been in general well supported – especially the now popular Dr 

Hewitt cup that has been again excellently organised by Charles. 

 

Membership as usual is affected by fluctuating numbers and we currently have 

17 members so I will again put an article in the local press to help raise our 

club profile. 

When it comes to finances, our biggest expense is our club room fees payable 

to the RBL. 

As this fee does creep upwards we are probably going to increase our annual 

membership fees. 



Our club room is still just about adequate for holding two home matches at 

once and I have requested the HCA league secretary to avoid that happening if 

at all possible next season. 

Our equipment is still the envy of the visiting opponents but I have noticed 

boards and chessmen are showing signs of wear and tear. 

With regards to ECF grading of games, the club has a few minor issues of non-

ECF members paying promptly for their graded games. 

We may need to create the position of Grading Officer to monitor the situation 

and have the duty of notifying extra ( Dr Hewitt Cup ) games to the HCA League 

Secretary. 

Lastly I wish to thank everyone, especially our organisers and team captains for 

completing a ‘problem free’ season for the club, although I expect stress levels 

for all concerned were high on occasion. 

Treasurer Report – ( see attached Treasurers Report ) Balance of club finances 

are slightly down even though no unexpected expenses were the cause – the 

commitment to increase our fees annually to the RBL will need an adjustment 

to our membership annual fee. 

A membership fee increase of £5 will suffice for 2 to 3 years before another 

increase would be considered. 

Proposed by the Treasurer, seconded and carried. 

Club membership fee will increase by £5 to £55-00 and for concessions ( 65 

and over, unemployed, student ) £50-00. 

 

Captain’s verbal reports – ( see reports on our website ) Captain’s now gave a 

short concise report on the HCA and H&D teams. 

Internal Organiser reports – ( see reports on our website ) Organisers of the 

Club Championship, Dr Hewitt Cup, Rapid and Blitz now gave their reports. 

Two points of note was that the Club Championship Challengers Plate was not 

completed and therefore no award would be possible this season. 

Also the next club championship will have a different format and new rules 

(e.g. deadline date for entry). 



Trophy organiser report – it was proposed that to reduce club expenses that 

our trophies would not be engraved every year but possibly be engraved every 

3 or 4 years with past winners names – situation to be monitored. 

Proposed by the Trophy organiser, seconded and carried. 

5. Presentation of Trophies 

Club Championship 

Ieuan Ward – winner and Club Champion 

No award – Club Championship Challenger Trophy 

Dr Hewitt Cup 

Ron Hughes – Winner of the Dr Hewitt Cup 

Charles Willbe – winner of the Leyn Cup 

Rapid Play Tournament 

Kevin White – winner of the Crosby Cup 

Judith Heffer – runner up and winner of the Capsey Tankard 

Blitz Tournament 

Kevin White – winner of the Trent Cup 

Judith Heffer – runner up and winner of the Hobden Cup 

10. Brown Cup 

JC Hannot - for winning the most league and cup match points for the club this 

season. 

Ashley Cup 

Paul Kenning - for achieving the largest increase in ECF grade this season. 

Chairman’s Cup 

Gary Thurston - for conspicuous achievement for our club in effort, time and 

successful event organisation. 

6.        League teams to enter for next season. 

Hertfordshire (HCA) League – we currently have T1 and T2 in the HCA league 

and there was considerable discussion on reforming T3. 



The issue of the advantages of more games for the lower graded players made 

a strong case for proposing to reform T3 and if possible enter the HCA league 

again – but this is very close to the team registration deadline and therefore 

still not certain. 

Proposal to reform T3 and enter into the HCA league was proposed by Charles, 

seconded and carried. 

To re-enter our championship team into the H&D (U160) league ‘northern’ 

division was confirmed. 

7.        HCA KO Cup competitions. 

The club will register one team into each of the following. 

Russell Cup (Open). 

Sharp (U160). 

U140 Cup. 

Note: Paul Kenning proposed that the club should again enter a team into the 

National Club Championship – he stated he was prepared to captain a team if 

there were enough members interested. 

Paul was requested to ask members about this proposal and if it is indeed 

possible to form a team, to report back on start dates and completing the 

formal entry of a team. 

8. Internal club competitions for next season. ( Organisers elected ) 

 

Club Championship – will have new rules for next season – Kevin White, 

organiser will send out details soon. 

Dr Hewitt Cup – will continue with an option of games being graded by 

agreement – Charles Willbe, organiser will send out details soon. 

Rapid Play – Adam Hirst, organiser will send out proposed date. 

Blitz and handicap blitz – Kevin White, organiser will send out proposed dates. 

Consultation game / Simultaneous display – Ieuan Ward, organiser to confirm 

these events and send out proposed dates. 

9. Election of committee, captains, organisers and officers. 



All were proposed and seconded. 

Chairman – Mark Heffer 

Secretary – David Hobden  

Treasurer- Kevin White 

Captain team 1 HCA Division one – Ieuan Ward 

Captain team 2 HCA Division four ( possibly div three ) –  Ron Hughes ( to be 

confirmed ) 

Captain team 3 HCA Division 6 – Adam Hirst ( entry to be confirmed by HCA 

league secretary ) Note: entry has been confirmed. 

Captain H&D (U160) team – Charles Willbe 

Russell Cup (Open) – Ieuan Ward 

Sharp Cup (U160) – Judith Heffer 

U140 Cup team – Mark Heffer 

National Club Championship( Intermediate – Avg U145 ) - Paul Kenning to 

confirm. 

11. Election of organisers and officers for internal club competitions and 

duties 

In addition to the information stated earlier in the minutes. 

 

Trophy Officer – Judith Heffer 

ECF enrolment and grading officer– Gary Thurston will monitor that all 

members are enrolled for graded games or alternatively that due payments for 

each game played by a non ECF member are collected and enter games for 

grading to the HCA League Secretary. 

Tour / Local event organiser – TBA 

11. Any other business 

Various points were discussed. 

No junior club feasibility report being available caused this issue to be 

postponed. 



Website is to be improved and the new version will be available very soon. 

The RBL newsletter was mentioned as a means of promoting the club. 

Organising an ‘open’ blitz tournament that non club members could enter for a 

fee was suggested and Kevin will check on this proposal feasibility. 

It was mentioned that the trip to the Warwick congress last season was a great 

success and that if possible members should arrange another. 

Lastly it was proposed that thanks be given to Gary who has captained T1 

successfully for several seasons – and this was duly given. 

Meeting closed at 22:10 

 

2015 

BSCC ( 69th ) AGM venue Royal British Legion, 3rd September 2015. 

 

Members: Mr Lawrence 
Trent 

Mr Ieuan Ward Mssr J.C. Hannot Mr Kevin White 

Mr Gary Thurston Mr Paul Kenning Mr John Spencer Mr Nick 
Alexander 

Mr Neville 
Twitchell 

Mr Osilara 
Osiyemi 

Mr Laurie Mercer Mr Ron Hughes Mr Tim Acton Mr Charles Willbe 

Mr Mark Heffer Mrs Judith Heffer Mr Nigel Kerby Mr Adam Hirst Mr David Hobden 

Mr Peter Jurd Mr Robert 
Hitchings 

Mr Jeff Clare   

     

Non Members: Mr Alex Scott   Name Present 

    Name Absent 

      

 

Secretary Report, David Hobden 

This season that has just ended has been successful for our club although no trophies were actually 

brought back from the HCA and H&D Leagues in which we play. 

Success can be measured a number of ways and when it applies to a chess club it has various forms. 

Let’s consider our members first, since my involvement with this fine club I have been given great 

support as a Captain and as your Club Secretary. 

During this time (2006-15) Membership of this club has remained almost constant with a hard core 

of members that practically do everything to keep this club up and running in various Leagues, Cup 

competitions, our internal competitions, club duties and organising social events. 



The Committee, Team Captains, Internal Organisers and Duty Officers are listed elsewhere and it is 

to them and to all our members that support them that I wish to thank as your outgoing Secretary. 

Now to sum up this season, we must consider our achievements. 

Team1 (HCA Division 1) Although out-graded in nearly every match, they remain in the top Division 

for next season. That is an astounding achievement considering we are up against the ‘big boys’ of 

Hertfordshire Chess who have far greater resources of membership than we will ever have. 

I must mention the great support of Team 2 players who were called upon ‘to play up’ sometimes at 

short notice. 

Team 2 (HCA Division 3) Another great achievement, to remain in this Division considering our initial 

reservations, and again had great support of Team 3 players. 

Team 3 (HCA Division 6) Back in action again after a short break our lower graded players showed 

their mettle by fighting for top place and it’s not impossible that they may yet be promoted by a 

higher team dropping out of the league! 

Our Cup teams had mixed fortune as our Russell and Sharp teams had early exits. 

Our U140 team reached the Final but lost on board count to WHCF, however we congratulate our 

opponents on their win. 

Our H&D League team also had mixed fortune having good wins but having almost unkind losses 

that meant we did not reach the KO stages of this League. 

Our Internal Competitions have been organised and run successfully and in some cases has been an 

opportunity to play more graded games the results of which were handled excellently by our 

Grading Officer. 

Membership and finding new members has always been high on our club agenda and with our 

website now looking fantastic and excellently updated by our Web Site Officer I am sure we have the 

best opportunity to attract players of all standards. 

This season that has just ended has been successful for our club although no trophies were actually brought 
back from the HCA and H&D Leagues in which we play. 
Success can be measured a number of ways and when it applies to a chess club it has various forms. 
Let’s consider our members first, since my involvement with this fine club I have been given great support as a 
Captain and as your Club Secretary. 
During this time (2006-15) Membership of this club has remained almost constant with a hard core of members 
that practically do everything to keep this club up and running in various Leagues, Cup competitions, our 
internal competitions, club duties and organising social events. 
The Committee, Team Captains, Internal Organisers and Duty Officers are listed elsewhere and it is to them and 
to all our members that support them that I wish to thank as your outgoing Secretary. 
Now to sum up this season, we must consider our achievements. 
Team1 (HCA Division 1) Although out-graded in nearly every match, they remain in the top Division for next 
season. That is an astounding achievement considering we are up against the ‘big boys’ of Hertfordshire Chess 
who have far greater resources of membership than we will ever have. 
I must mention the great support of Team 2 players who were called upon ‘to play up’ sometimes at short 
notice. 
Team 2 (HCA Division 3) Another great achievement, to remain in this Division considering our initial 
reservations, and again had great support of Team 3 players. 
Team 3 (HCA Division 6) Back in action again after a short break our lower graded players showed their mettle 



by fighting for top place and it’s not impossible that they may yet be promoted by a higher team dropping out 
of the league! 
Our Cup teams had mixed fortune as our Russell and Sharp teams had early exits. 
Our U140 team reached the Final but lost on board count to WHCF, however we congratulate our opponents on 
their win. 
Our H&D League team also had mixed fortune having good wins but having almost unkind losses that meant we 
did not reach the KO stages of this League. 
Our Internal Competitions have been organised and run successfully and in some cases has been an opportunity 
to play more graded games the results of which were handled excellently by our Grading Officer. 
Membership and finding new members has always been high on our club agenda and with our website now 
looking fantastic and excellently updated by our Web Site Officer I am sure we have the best opportunity to 
attract players of all standards. 
The use of the RBL club room, ECF membership, equipment resources, trophy engraving, web site costs and our 
membership fee are expenses that combined are still very competitive when compared to other chess clubs. 
To close, we have an increased membership with promising players and given that small amount of luck, we all 
need from time to time, will support our League and Cup teams through another good season. 
This club has always considered the taking part and enjoying the game as the top priority for all its members 
(although winning a trophy is nice as well!) and I am sure the club and its members will do all those things in the 
seasons ahead. 
Well done to all the winners of our club trophies and I now sign off and wish the new club secretary well in the 
seasons ahead. 
 

Treasurer’s Report – Kevin White 

(Please see Treasurer’s report (on website)). 
(Reviewed by the Chairman): Finances are in a good position. Currently a balance of £728. 76. There is still to be 
debited the cost of engraving (£120). There are also outstanding fees of £114, leaving approx. £500.  
It was noted that the accounts only have a single signatory (Treasurer). It was agreed that this would need to be 
changed from Kevin to Mark. It was further noted that it would be worth having at least 3 different signatories 
to the account. This is to be organised by Mark. 
 
The Treasurers records/books are now with Mark, collected from the Chess cupboard.  
 

B.S.C.C. T1 Captain’s Report – Ieuan Ward 

(Please see Captain’s written report (on website)). 
More than anything, the team are happy to have stayed in Div. 1. Despite being severely out-graded by all 
teams throughout the season. It was noted that it can be difficult for those who regularly lose. It was also noted 
that T1 had to ‘borrow’ players from both T2 and T3 through the season. 
Nigel, on Paul’s behalf, explained that Paul is very busy. He currently plays for 2 teams, but due to work 
commitments may look to focus on one team only.  He is yet to make a decision as to which team. It was agreed 
that Ieuan would make contact with Paul regarding this as it would obviously impact on the teams and players 
below.  
It was noted by Ieuan that Gary would like to play some, not all matches. 
 
It was further noted that Ieuan (and Nigel) had a possible recruitment of a player that they know from their 
train journeys to work, (he is a potential 170 grade). Ieuan is looking get him to join. The club awaits news on 
this. 
Finally, it was noted that Judith’s victory was a particular highlight of the season. 
 

B.S.C.C. T2 Captain’s Report – Ron Hughes 

(Please see Captain’s written report (on website)). 
Ron firstly thanked all those that played up from T3. It was noted that T2 only had only 3 stalwarts for a team of 



5 throughout the season. (Relying heavily on members from T3 covering the remaining boards, contributing to 
over 20 boards over the season. 
While the team ended up slightly below mid-table, this was considered a significant achievement considering 
the team had very limited resources. 
 

B.S.C.C. T3 Captain’s Report – Adam Hirst 

(Please see Captain’s written report (on website)). 
There was no additional information added. 
 

H&D League Captain’s Report – Charles Willbe 

(Please see Captain’s written report (on website)). 
It was noted as a season of ups and downs. Nigel noted that the strength of opponents had improved, 
particularly when playing Bishop’s Stortford! 
Charles also noted that he will continue to play the strongest team available to him next season. 
 

The Sharp Cup Captain’s Report -  

(Please see Captain’s written report (on website)). 
Judith noted that the club didn’t really have the quality to be truly competitive in this competition. The team 
lost their first match and were therefore knocked out.  
 

The Russell Cup  Captain’s Report – Ieuan Ward 

(Please see Captain’s written report (on website)). 
Ieuan noted that the almost obligatory loss in the first round has almost become an institution and that this 
season was no exception. 
 

The U 140 Cup Captain’s Report – Mark Heffer 

(Please see Captain’s written report (on website)). 
Mark noted that the club had a good run this season until the final where, having a draw in the match, the team 
(and even some opponents) went away thinking victory was ours but misunderstood the ruling and ended up 
being on the losing side. Put down to experience. 
 

Club Championship – Kevin White 

(Please see organiser’s written report (on website)). 
The Chairman noted that Ieuan was the Clubs Champion with Charles winning the Plate competition. 
 

Dr. Hewitt Cup – Charles Willbe 

(Please see organiser’s pdf report (on website)). 
Charles noted that Ron was this seasons Hewitt Champion with Adam the winner of the Leyn Cup. 
 

Simultaneous (All V Ieuan) – Ieuan Ward 

(Please see organiser’s written report (on website)). 
There was no additional information added.  
 

Rapid Play – Adam Hirst 

(Please see organiser’s written report (on website)). 
There was no additional information added. 
 

Blitz Competitions – Kevin White 

(Please see organiser’s written report (on website)).  
The Chairman noted that Kevin was the Blitz Champion with himself as the Hobden Cup winner. 
 



Finally: It was noted by the Chairman who wanted to thank David for all the hard work and effort he had 
contributed to the club over the years as the Clubs Secretary. This was agreed by all present. 
 

Judith noted that engraving costs were £120 which actually covered 2 to 4 Years of winners. It was agreed that 
the club look to cover engraving of trophies every 2 years. 

 

Club Championship Blitz Tournament 

Club Champion Ieuan Ward Trent Cup Kevin White 

Challenger Trophy Charles Willbe Hobden Cup Mark Heffer 

Dr. Hewitt Cup  

Dr. Hewitt Cup Ron Hughes Brown Cup Nigel Kerby 

Leyn Cup Adam Hirst Ashley Cup Neville Twitchell 

Rapid Play Tournament Chairman’s Cup Kevin White  

Crosby Cup Ieuan Ward  

Capsey Tankard Adam Hirst 

It should be noted that two trophies were not returned for the A.G.M. 
Ashley Cup (Paul Kenning). 
Chairman's Cup (Gary Thurston). 
 

Hertfordshire (HCA) Leagues 

The club will register the following teams into their present divisions. 
Based on current membership, the squads will potentially be: 
 
B.S.C.C. T1 (Div.1)    Ieuan/J.C./Neville/Paul/Gary 
B.S.C.C. T2 (Div.3)    Lara/Laurie/Tim/Nigel/Ron 
B.S.C.C. T3 (Div.6)    Mark/Judith/Charles/Pete/Adam/David/Robert. 
B.S.C.C. H&D:            Any (who want to play) below 160. 
 
This does not as yet take into account any new members looking to join in the new season. 
 

HCA KO Cup Competitions 

The club will register one team into each of the following: 
The Puller Cup 
Russell Cup (Open) 
Sharp (U160) 
Under 140 Cup 
Under 120 Cup 

 

The following organisers have been agreed by members at the AGM. Some appointments have been made on 
behalf of absentee members but with their approval. Any appointments made without a members consent are 
noted with an asterisk (*) and are subject to change. 

Club Championship Ieuan – Looking to potentially change competition to a Swiss. 

Dr. Hewitt Cup Charles – To continue as before. 

Rapid Play Adam - To continue as before. (Date yet to be decided). 

Blitz (& Handicap Blitz) Gary – New Season Blitz is to be held on Thu 01.10.15 

Consultation / Simultaneous Ieuan – To be held on Thu 17.09.15 

 

The following roles/Captains have been agreed by members at the AGM. Some appointments have been made 
on behalf of absentee members but with their approval. Any appointments made without a members consent 
are noted with an asterisk (*) and are subject to change. 



Chairman Nigel Kerby H&D Captain Charles Willbe 

Secretary Adam Hirst Russell Cup (Open) Ieuan Ward 

Treasurer Mark/Judith Heffer Sharp Cup (U 160) Ron Hughes 

B.S.C.C. T1 Captain Ieuan Ward U 140 Cup Team Judith  Heffer 

B.S.C.C. T2 Captain Ron Hughes U 120 Cup Team Pete Jurd * 

B.S.C.C. T3 Captain Adam Hirst Nat. Club 
Championship 

Intermediate (145) 

 Ieuan Ward 

 

In addition to the information stated earlier in the minutes. 

Trophy Officer David Hobden 

ECF Enrolment & Grading  Gary Thurston 

‘Keeper of the Scrolls’ Adam Hirst 

Tour / Local Event Organiser Nigel Kerby  
Nigel noted that he would like to extend this role to include: a tour, at 
least 2 dinners in a season (1 with, 1 without partners), consultation 
games. 

 

Various points were discussed. 
 

 Continuing on from Nigel’s point as organiser, look to the possibility of re-introducing the idea of a 
consultation match being added to the calendar. No specific dates were set but it was agreed this is a 
good idea. 

 

 There are some outstanding costs still to be incurred due to members who have not joined the ECF but 
represented the club in some fashion. These players should have paid the club £2 for each game they 
represented the club but many/all have not done so. It was agreed that trying to recoup this would be 
difficult. In order to avoid this in the future, it was agreed that for any member to play in any team they 
must first demonstrate ECF membership before being allowed to do so. 
 

 It was noted by Nigel that only the webmaster can upload onto the website. He suggested that perhaps 
it would be better for others to help upload their own reports.  
Adam (webmaster) agreed with this and pointed out that this was exactly how he would like the 
website to be run (in the future). 
It was also noted that, while happy with the site, members would like the introduction of new reports to 
the website to be made clearer. Adam agreed to look at this and see about changing the front page to 
accommodate these changes.  
 

 The new membership fees were discussed (at length). It was agreed that the new Treasurer and Chair 
would need to make enquiries to the local RBL in order to ascertain how the new format for joining the 
RBL will impact on the cost of club membership. Currently paying £55, members are now required to 
pay RBL membership by direct debit to central RBL – not the local club. This is £15 and is potentially a 
saving of £11. Mark is to ascertain if this saving is true or will the Stortford branch be looking to make 
up the loss of earning in another fashion. It was agreed that all members should at least pay up their 
ECF membership (by Simultaneous) while Mark finalises the cost of club membership. 

 

 The promotion of the club was discussed. The continued support in local magazines was noted although 
it was also pointed that it has never appeared in its sister magazine for Harlow (Church Langley). It was 
noted that perhaps a ‘local’ to that area (Ron) could try and see it included in that area. 
It was noted by Nigel that the club should hook new members early and get them to pay membership as 
soon as possible. This to avoid new ‘prospectives’ coming in but then drifting away and no fiscal 
advantage taken by the club. 



It was noted by Alex that promotion in schools would be worthwhile. There were several arguments for 
and against this but it was agreed by all that any action would require clear organisation before being 
put into place. The idea of inviting a ‘school’ team to challenge a club team match was considered as a 
possible way forward. It was noted that Pete, being a teacher, may be the person to lead this. 
 

 It was noted that chess pieces/boards are in good order. Score sheets will be needed. 
 

 Nigel requested a list of emails/Contact info for members for Club Championship and Hewitt 
competitions. This to be done by Adam. He also requested concrete dates be set for one off internal 
competitions. Simultaneous by Ieuan and first Blitz by Gary are already set. 2 further Blitz match dates 
need to finalised by Gary; also the Rapid Play competition by Adam. 
 

 Finally, Thanks were given to Mr Mark Heffer as outgoing Chairman for his services over the last 3 years. 
 

 

 9:46 pm 

David Hobden      03/09/15 

 

Editors Note: We have finally reached our 70th year and if you have read all the 

way through ( well done! ),or just dipped in at random, I hope you are 

impressed by the sheer time and effort that ALL members have given this club. 

I am proud that I have taken this opportunity to record the dedication of the 

great and the good from the clubs inception back in the year I was born, 1946. 

I sincerely hope the club has a long and successful future as we live in a world 

of change and that has certainly been the underlying theme to this history. 

The club has another big change in September 2017 when it moves lock, stock 

and barrel from the Royal British Legion, due to imminent closure, to the 

Methodist Church, 34b South Street, Bishop’s Stortford CM23 3A2. 

The association with the Royal British Legion has been a long one. 

Back in March 1960 the then Chairman Dr P Hewitt discussed with his 

committee alternative accommodation (at that time the club was at the 

Reindeer Hotel).   Our club subsequently held its 15th AGM 1961 at the Royal 

British Legion for the first time, with a new Chairman Mr Freddie Bryan-Brown, 

so I make that 56 years of working together. 

I hope all club members past, present and future have had and will have, 

enjoyment playing this wonderful game of chess with a great club. 

2016 

42nd Olympiad Baku Azerbaijan, USA and Ukraine win top medals. 



Magnus beats Karjakin to retain World Championship. 

BSCC ( 70th ) AGM venue Royal British Legion, 8th September 2016. 

 

Members: Mr Ieuan Ward Mssr J.C. Hannot Mr Neville 
Twitchell 

Mr Tim Acton 

Mr Osilara 
Osiyemi 

Mr Laurie 
Mercer 

Mr Mark Heffer Mrs Judith Heffer Mr Ron Hughes 

Mr Charles Willbe Mr Peter Jurd Mr Adam Hirst Mr David Hobden Mr Robert 
Hitchings 

Mr Jeff Clare Mr Alex Scott Mr Paul Shellard Mr Matt Farley Mr Ray Hutchin 

Mr William Young     

     

Non Members:    Name Present 

    Name Absent 

 

Apologies have been sent by:  
Mr Paul Shellard, Mr Ray Hutchin, 

AGM 2015 minutes, having been previously distributed to all committee members for approval 
 and receiving no objections –  
theywere agreed as correct. 
 

There were no matters arising from the last A.G.M. minutes. 
 

Secretary’s Report – Adam Hirst 

(Please see Secretary’s report (on website)). 
 

Treasurer’s Report – Mark Heffer 

(Please see Treasurer’s report (on website)). 
 

B.S.C.C. T1 Captain’s Report – Ieuan Ward 
It was not a good season. All games were lost except the last match. However the team were not relegated. Ieuan highlighted 
his own poor run of games but noted how well Neville Twitchell had done. It was noted how players from lower divisions 
were asked to make up the team; highlighting Robert Hitchings 2 stints in team 1. 
The possibility of taking the team down a division was discussed but, given that the team could potentially be  
stronger than this season, it was agreed that they would continue in Division 1. 
 

It was noted that Team 2 had a good season overall. A mid table finish at the 
end could potentially have been a division win until the last few games. 
 

B.S.C.C. T3 Captain’s Report – Adam Hirst 

(Please see Captain’s written report (on website)). 
 

H&D League Captain’s Report – Charles Willbe 

(Please see Captain’s written report (on website)). 
 

The Sharp Cup Captain’s Report -  

Played 1 game and lost it. A BSCC tradition. 
 



The Russell Cup  Captain’s Report – Ieuan Ward 

Lost in the first round to Royston, but D. Coleman did lose to Ieuan . 
3.5 – 2.5 the final score so quite close. 
 

The U 140 Cup Captain’s Report – Judith Heffer 

First round was a win against Hertford, 3-2. 
The second game was difficult to tie a date for the game. 
The date chosen meant missed players for Stortford and the game was lost 2-
3. 
 

 

 The U 120 Cup Captain’s Report – Pete Jurd 

Quarters saw BSCC win against Welwyn. 
Semi final was a lost against St Albans. 
 

5 

Internal 
Competition 
Organiser 
Reports 

Club Championship – Ieuan Ward 

(Please see organiser’s written report (on website)). 
 
Chairman noted just how successful the championship was this season. 
Possibility of changing the Challenger trophy to the highest grade improvement over 
the 5 rounds. 
It was noted that the end of competition was struggling for time and in fact is still  
not completed with second position still to be played for. It was agreed that this  
competition will look to start a lot earlier in the season. 
 

Dr. Hewitt Cup – Charles Willbe 

(Please see organiser’s pdf report (on website)). 
 
Judith Heffer discussed possibility of looking to increase the games played for members 
just turning up. It was agreed that the league matches, H&D, cup as well as 
 Club Championship and Hewitt matches have nullified the opportunities to just 
turn up and play fun games and for the social side of the club has taken a back seat. 
It was suggested that Hewitt games could: 

 Have a shorter standard time; 

 Could stop playing twice.  
It was agreed that a couple (or three) of the Thursday nights could be put aside as 
 ‘No Fixture’ nights. This way the club members can look to revive more of the social aspect  
of the game. 
 

Simultaneous (All V Ieuan) – Ieuan Ward 

(Please see organiser’s written report (on website)).  
 

Rapid Play – Adam Hirst 

(Please see organiser’s written report (on website)). 
 

Blitz Competitions – Adam Hirst 

(Please see organiser’s written report (on website)).  
 

6 

Trophy 
Organiser 
Report 

All returned and engraved apart from Challenger (awaiting game result). 
All engraving up to date at a cost of £145. 
 

 



7 

Presentation 
of Trophies 
 
(Winners) 
 
(The History 
and meaning 
for each 
trophy can be 
found on our 
website). 

Club Championship Blitz Tournament 

Club Champion Ieuan Ward Trent Cup William Young 

Challenger 
Trophy 

 Hobden 
Cup 

Pete Jurd 

Dr. Hewitt Cup  

Dr. Hewitt Cup Robert Hitchings Brown Cup William Young 

Leyn Cup Adam Hirst Ashley Cup William Young 

Rapid Play Tournament Chairman’s 
Cup 

Ron Hughes  

Crosby Cup William Young  

Capsey Tankard Adam Hirst 

 
 

 

League Teams 
to Enter for 
Next Season 

Hertfordshire (HCA) Leagues 

The club will register the following teams into their present divisions. 
Based on current membership, the squads will potentially be: 
 
B.S.C.C. T1 (Div.1)    Capt. Ieuan 
B.S.C.C. T2 (Div.3)    Capt.Judith 
B.S.C.C. T3 (Div.6)    Capt. Pete/Adam 
B.S.C.C. H&D:            Capt. Charles.  
                                     For any (who want to play) below 160. 
 
This does not as yet take into account any new members looking to join in the new season. 
 
It was proposed by Adam that the ruling to put members into teams by grade order  
only is taken as ‘rule of thumb’ only. This was seconded by Charles. Agreed by the club. 
 
(B.S.C.C. H&D)   
The aim of this league is to be more ‘friendly’ than the more serious Herts league 
 competition; however, it was agreed that for the coming season the focus should be 
to win and to keep a regular(ish) team together. 
 

HCA KO Cup Competitions 

The club will register one team into each of the following: 
 
Russell Cup (Open)   (Capt.) Ieuan 
Sharp (U160)             (Capt.) Mark 
Under 140 Cup          (Capt.) Judith 
Under 120 Cup          (Capt.) Robert 

 

9 

Internal Club 
Competitions 
for Next 
season 

The following organisers have been agreed by members at the AGM.  
Some appointments have been made on behalf of absentee members but with their  
approval. Any appointments made without a members consent are noted with  
an asterisk (*) and are subject to change. 

Club Championship Ieuan  

Dr. Hewitt Cup Charles  

Rapid Play Adam -  (Date yet to be decided). 

Blitz (& Handicap Blitz) Judith/Mark 

Simultaneous Ieuan – To be held on Thu 06.10.16 

Consultation Pete,   (around Jan) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10 

Election of 
Committee, 
Captains, 
organisers & 
Officers 

The following roles/Captains have been agreed by members at the AGM. 
 Some appointments have been made on behalf of absentee members but with their  
approval. Any appointments made without a members consent are noted with  
an asterisk (*) and are subject to change. 

Chairman Charles Willbe H&D Captain Charles Willbe 

Secretary Adam Hirst Russell Cup (Open) Ieuan Ward 

Treasurer Mark Heffer Sharp Cup (U 160) Mark Heffer 

B.S.C.C. T1 
Captain 

Ieuan Ward U 140 Cup Team Judith Heffer 

B.S.C.C. T2 
Captain 

Judith Heffer U 120 Cup Team Robert Hitchings 

B.S.C.C. T3 
Captain 

Pete Jurd Nat. Club Championship Intermediate (145) 

 None 

 

11 

Election of 
Organisers & 
Officers for 
Internal 
Competitions 
& Duties 

In addition to the information stated earlier in the minutes. 

Trophy Officer David Hobden 

ECF Enrolment & Grading  Mark Heffer to support where needed 

Grading Ieuan. If possible support from Gary. 

‘Keeper of the Scrolls’ David Hobden 

Tour / Local Event 
Organiser 

Mark /Judith Heffer 

 

12 

AOB Various points were discussed. 

 The date for the invitational Rapid Play is to be held on Saturday 01st October. 

 Their will only be the 2 Blitz nights only this season; the invitational rapid play  
will take over the traditional start of the season Blitz game night.  

 The dates for The Blitz ‘Open’ and ‘End of season’ are still to be decided. 

 It was noted by the treasurer that the membership payment are due by the end 
of October. An additional £5 will be charged to late payees.  
The treasurer has agreed to forward bank details to all members. 

 It was noted by David Hobden that we need to complete an equipment check. 
 It was agreed that this will happen on Thursday 29th September. 
No games/matches to be played until this is completed. 

 It was noted that photos have been asked for that are in anyway chess related. 
 These are to be used with the website. 

   

Meeting ended at: 9:40 pm 

Club Secretary: Adam Hirst      08/09/16 

 

End of Bishop’s Stortford and District Chess ClubHistory 1946 – 2016 
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